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sovcn ol' IlK'ir nunibrr, retired. Onlj' two of the jj^arrison were

killed.*

\n llie early spring of this year (1778), the Mornvinii mission

upon tlic Muskiii;iuin was thrown into gvont eonsternalion by a

hotter hearing- an ollioial seal, ])urporting to he from (Jov. Ham-

ilton, ('onnnan(lin<; them to put themselves at the head of their

Indians and mareh aj^ainst the " rebels," whom they.were to at-

tack on their farms and in their settlements, slaying- tlunn M'ith-

oiit mercy, and bring-inn- their scalj)S to Detroit. They did not

at the tim(> suspect a for«rory, but it was probal)ly the M'ork of

some miscreant in the Uritish service, plotting- mischief, for it is

diflRcult to believe that such a paper could have issued from a

Uritish oiricer.

This lelter was followed up by a visit from P'r.Liorr, ]M('K7<:e,

and some deserters from Pittsburo^li, who, by persuasions and

falsehoods, soug-ht to induce Ihe D(dawar(!S to take up tlie hatch-

et; but the effort failed, through the Avise intrepidity of th(!

missionar}- Hp:(KKWKm>ki{.

In the mean time great preparations were being made by Con-

gress for an ex]>edition into the Indian coimtry, and perhaps

against l)«»troit itself, w^ith a force of 5i,000 men; but the men

and numitions were botli wanting. Gen. McIxTOSii came to

Pittsburgh in the Spring M'ith 500 troops. Soon after he built

Fort Mcintosh near the mouth of the Big Beaver, where in Oc-

tober he assembled 1 ,000 men, and marched to the Tuscarawas

river, and erected Fort I.aurens, and garrisoning it with 150

meti, in connnand of Col. Gibson, returned to Fort Pitt; thus

leaving this garrison in the Indian country beyond the reach of

succor—too weak for aggressive or even deicnsive warfare.

lint the most notable event of this year in the West, and one

of the most notable events of the war, was the conquest of Kas-

kaskia and the other British j)osts in Illinois and on the Wabash

by Gkoimjk Bogkuk Ci-ark. The circimistances attending this

conrpiest are full of stirring and romantic interest, while the

consc(|U('iiccs flowing from it were most momentous. The events

of tlu! cam])aign are so fully narrated in every local and gcnicral

*TI(!io (1 ftin the date^ in nrlnted accounts are corrected by original manusicrlptB in
Mr l)nAF'Ki:"s p()!<nest»iou. 'Die nnnie of ("apt. Du Qdesne is also given an the com-
mandiir of thin cxpcflltion. On Mr. Drape 's anthorlty, I give the proper ortho;;rnphv
ol ih ii'iin i)( t'da Britifili-lndlan leader t\s Chenk. Hq also accompanied dipt. Ijibd's
expeditio)
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