
H INIANTRY I IRK TACTICS

111 till' sIkii'I nuinrs, t'ontrollcil individual iiriiiiL,' i>i jiUoNviiliIe,

liccausf tlif tiiiM- has jiasscd tor coiiccnti'atini;- the tirt'on ]iarticulai'

jioiiits: thi'si- |Miints have already Imth iirfjiaifd for liciiii;- assaulted

iiy ha\iiii; heeii sul)je('ted to a heavy tire, and the assaultiiiy' troops-

have lieen directed on them, and eacli man has now to advance to

his direct IVoiit and fire at the eneiii\- imiiiediatelv in hi^ t'loiit.

m

('I'llcclirc Fir/ ii;/.

IJut at ranges over the short ranu'es the mens tire must lie

directed on such jioints \vln'i'e the enemy s resistance is ;_Mt atest.

ami for this purpose a ('((/*(r//^/vr/rJ co/ZrcZ/rr ///r must In- employed.

Suppose that the statement is correct that in the lield a man lia>

to tiri' ."{() shots .-it ()()(/ yards to hit an upriuht enemy. In making
this atatemeiit we have to further suppose that the enemy will

stand still to he tired at, which, however, he will not do: >o that

the soldier, if lie misses in his liist shot, will not have the op|)or-

tuiiity of tiriuLT his ,'i() rounds. To overcome tiiis ditiieiilty we ''an

make .{() men tire at the enemy and then one or more i-> ^uie to hit.

Another advantaife is (jained in so doiuLT, nanu l\' : That when one

man fires .SO rounds, half his aminunition sn]tply is uone and he has

taken some time to i\o this, whereas if ^^0 men tire, they have only

expi'iidid OIK! rotnid each, and have ohtaiiied the doired result at

once. This is the jirinciple involved in eoncenti'a^inij: collective

firiiiLf on certain stated olij"cti\'es. It is very important to reniem-

lier this ])rinciple, esjiecially in ii-renular warfare, when, as so often

ha]i]iens, the enemy aiv; indiviilually hetter shots than our own men.
The peculiar cliaracteristic of this kind of fire is that it co\ers a

helt of >;'round at least 100 yanls in depth on hoi-ixontal ni'ouml

with drop[)iny laillets. The mass of the Imllets tired (70 ])ercent,^,

fall within this hcatrn -.(nic, as it is called, of 100 yards in de]>th

on a horizontal surface. This hoMs t'or all ranu'es heyond the

sliort ranges. The cause of this s])reail of Imllets is due to the

f ;(! Oiat different men will not adjust their l.acksi^'hts to the same
p(.':;i v''l not use the same amotnit of foresiLi'ht. and will not keep
t^ ')

.-s- i.iits uin-iLrlit: some will jerk tlie tri^irer. otiiers will not

iiUM' their ritles steady at the instant of dischar^i'. (>tc. It is on

a.\-ri '\\.\ •>' tins longitudinal spread of the Imllets that a collective

!ii> at tlie loi'e-er raui^'cs is called a jlrr nf pri>h(ihi(lf>j ; theolijectis

tu so cover the eTound on which the enemy is with laillets. as to

make it iirohahle that some of the Imllets will take etiect. The
etiicacy of such a collective tire, sup]>osinLj it well placed, depends
on the draj) of the Imllet measured with reference to the line of

sie'ht. The less the dro]i the hetter the etiect of tlie fire, and as

the dro)-) decreases as the ivuii^'e decreases, a collective tire also

rapidly increases in etHcacy as the raiiLi'e ilecreases.

The (lanrjerous innr of a oollecti\e tire is the heaten zone (ahout

100 yards on horizontal u'round)/)/('.s' th(^ nra/.ed /one of th(> t»ullets

falline- at the end of the lieaten /one nearest the firei'. This u'razed

zone is the distance over which tl;e laillet remains under the

heiirht of the tare-et ahove the ground on which the target stands.

[f the heaten grouml slopes upwards with reference to the lin<^
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