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Ï cated for an early elevation to the presidency— 
indicated by the public will and judgment, and 

| not by any machinery of individual or party 
management—from the approach of which he 
shrunk, as from the touch of contamination. 
He was nominated by the legislature of his na­
tive State for the election of 1824 ; but died be­
fore the etent came round. It was he who ex­
pressed that sentiment, so just and beautiful in 
itself, and so becoming in him because in him it 
was true, “ That the presidency was an office 
neither to be sought, nor declined.” He died at 
the age of forty-two ; and his death at that early 
age, and in the impending circumstances of the 
country, was felt by those who knew him as a 
public and national calamity. I do not write 
biographies, but note the death and character of 
some eminent deceased contemporaries, whose 
fame belongs to the country, and goes to make 
up its own title t$ the respect of the world.

CHAPTER VIII.

DEATH OF WILLIAM PINKNEY.

He died at Washington during the session of 
the Congress of which he was a member, and of 
the Supreme Court of which he was a practi­
tioner. He fell like the warrior, in the plenitude 
of his strength, and on the field of his fame— 
under the double labors of the Supreme Court 
and of the Senate, and under the immense con­
centration of thought which he gave to the 
preparation of his speeches. He was considered 
in his day the first of American orators, but 
will hardly keep that place with posterity, be­
cause he spdke more to the hearer than to the 
reader—to the present than to the absent—and 
avoided the careful publication of his own 
•Speeches. He labored them hard, but it was 
for the effect of their'delivery, and the triumph 
of present victory. He loved the admiration of 
the crowded gallery—the trumpet-tongued fame 
which1 went forth from the forum—the victory 
which crowned the effort ; but avoided‘the pub­
lication of what was received with so much 
applause, giving as a reason that the published 
speech would not sustain the renown of the 
delivered one. Ilia forte as a speaker lay in his

judgment, his logic, his power of argument ; 
but, like many other men of acknowledged pre­
eminence in some great gift of nature, and who 
are still ambitious of some inferior gift, he 
courted his imagination too much, and laid too 
much stress upon action and delivery—so potent 
upon the small circle of actual hearers, but so 
lost upon the national audience which the press 
now gives to a great speaker. In other respects 
Mr. Pinkney was truly a great orator, rich in 
his material, strong in his argument—clear, 
natural , and regular in the exposition of his 
subject, comprehensive in his views, and chaste 
in his diction. His speeches, both senatorial 
and forensic, were fully studied and laboriously 
prepared—all the argumentative parts carefully 
digested under appropriate heads, and the showy 
passages often fully written out and committed 
to memory. He would not speak at all except 
upon preparation ; and at sexagenarian age— 
that at which I knew him—was a model of 
study atid of labor to all young men. His'last 
speech in the Senate was in reply to Mr. Rufus 
King, on the Missouri question, and was the 
master effort of his life. The subject, the place, 
the audience, the antagonist, were all such as to 
excite him to the utmost exertion. The subject 
was a national controversy convulsing the Union 
and menacing it with dissolution ; the place was 
the American Senate ; the audience was Europe 
and America ;*the antagonist was Princeps 
Senatus, illustrious for thirty years of diplo­
matic and senatorial service, and for great dig­
nity of life and character. He had ample time 
for preparation, and availed himself of it. Mr. 
King had spoken the session before, and pub­
lished the “ Substance ” of his speeches, (for 
there were two of them), after the adjournment 
of Congress. They were the signal guns for the 
Missouri controversy. It was to these published 
speeches that Mr. Pinkney replied, and with 
the interval between two sessions lo prepare. 
It was a dazzling and overpowering reply, with 
the prestige of having the union and the harmony 
of the States for its object, and crowded with 
rich material. The most brilliant part of it was 
a highly-wrought and splendid amplification 
(with illustrations from Greek and Roman his­
tory), of that passage in Mr. Burke’s speech 
upon “ Conciliation with the Colonies,” in which, 
and in looking to the elements of American re­
sistance to British power, he looks to the spirit


