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there was bestowed upon him the |K)wer of naming, for he was more

than a sf)eakinK machiiie, iitterinj^ words as a parrot. God treated him

as an iiUellij^ent iKrinjj, and endowed him with the faciilt)- of lanj,'iia^;e,

and by Us power aroused the faculty to act in accordance with the

divine laws. The ^{reatness «»f the task set liefore Adam in naminj,' the

animals may be seen in the fact that he h.id to jjive ori^,dnal names,

whilst tho method usually followed by colonists and settlers is to give

secondary names, such as thej' select from their previous knowled^^e.

Till- work of the first man as the primitive lanj^ua^e-former was suflRcient

to tax his highest powers, and awaken and keep active his sense of as-

sociation between the external world and articulate sounds. The Jesuit

Larrameiuli makes Hascpie the ct)mmon source of all language.s, tl)e

.\l)l)e d'lharcc de Hidassouet says that Kscuara was the languaj^'e in

which the Kternal I'^ather conversed with the first of the Jews, an

eminent Celtic .scholar suggests that Celtic was the primitive tongue,

whilst others have shown the afhnity of the Celtic with Hebrew,

making the former the older language, and some of the American

Indian tribes speak of their language as the perfect language. The
first language, however, is unknown to us, and will very likely remain

a myster)'.

The origin of all laiiguages from a complete and |)erfect primeval lan-

guage having a fully developed grannnar and dictionary as the gift of

God. accords with the idea that language is too great an achievement

for the human miiul, but there is no necessit)- for assuming the existence

of such a primitive tongue, man Ijeing endowed with the facult\- of speech

and a creative faculty of language-making from germs or rotits, so that

in accordance with the laws of language, he could develop a llexible

form of speech, or b)- neglecting the laws, beget decay, or arrest a lan-

guage in one of its stage.s. The origin of stocks of languages

although a much dis])uted tjuestion seems to arise from the tribe

or people which first spoke the mother tongue of each stock, having

a common origin, and this tribe must have been isolated for a long

time from other tribes sufficient to fnnn a distinct grannnar and

vijcabulary, an<l a peculiar mental and moral character. .\ language

tnay become the mother of other languages, and these (lestendants

preserve something in common by which philologists are able to trace

them to the mother-tongue.

Languages are born, grow, deca>' and die like individuals, institutions,

nations, races and religions. Just as the Hebrew has passed through

three distinct phases, other tongues have ileveloped and finally reached


