
of Commons hiis l)ct>n vclidvccl ol' a Irouhli'sonic class of legislation, aud
wo have an illustiation of tlir Ijcnclit tjiut I'ariiami'iit, may di'iivc I'rom m-
croasinu' the laiiliticsor the same lloiisi' lor the considcialiun ol'ulhcr classis
of pi'ivalc hills. The Si'iiatc has n(j more coustitul ionai liu'iit to consider
J)ivoi(i' liills tlian the Hiniscor ("omnions ; it is a matter whicji the Senate
has taicen up in conl'ormily with tiie practice of the House of i^oids, and
the Commons has ac(]uiesced in the couvenieiice of the arrang-ement.

The iSemite has no i)ermanent Chairman of Committees like tho House
of Lords, hut it is desirahle that one should he ai)pointed l>y that body in
case of a change iu the direction now suii'u-ested.

The Senate has not adopted the rule resi)eitiii^' a Model I'.ill simply
l)ecause the necessity has never arisen

—

the introduction of Kailway liills

in that House heini^' ex<'eptional. Indeed, the Commons and Senate" liules
should he uniform in all particulars as iu Iviuland.

AVith this short reference to the lules and reuulatioiis respecting Pri-

vate liills in the two Houses, wi' may now iu(|uire whether il Wf)uKl not
lie jiraclii-ahle and expedient to make the follnwinj;' chanii'i's in their pro-
ceduri' in order to faiililate the prouress of Prix ate liill legislation in I'arlia-

ment, and give that additional cmidoynient and responsihilily to tho
Senate which its members have more than once demanded in the interests
of that branch of the lea'islalure. These suggestions are nn\inly based on
the iMmlish jiractici' as brielly set forth in this memorandum, and on the
simjjle rules and machinery that already exist in the Houses so far as they
can be made applicabh' with a few amendments :

—

1. All petitions and bills should b,' deposited in the hands of the
Clerk of rarliament or of the Clerk of the House, on or bef re the 24th
day of December [or one month before the meeting of I'arlianu'nt], and
l)rinted in the two laiiguag(>s at once.

2. The iu)tice ])iiblished in the dnzrtle and newsi)apers, under existing
rules, should state the date when the petition and bill will be presented.

3. At the beginning of each session, the Chairman of Committees of
the House of Commons shall seek a conference with the Chairman of Com-
mittees of the Si'intte for the [turpose of determininii' in which House the
resi)ective private bills shall be lirst lonsidered and shall report such deter-
mination to the House.

4. It shall be the duty of the Chairman of Committees, with the assis-
tance of the Ollicers of the House, to examiiu' all i)rivate bills, whether
opposed or unoi)posed. and to call the attention oi the House, and also, if

he think lit, of the Chairnuiu of the Committee on every private bill, to all

lioints which may appi'ar to him to requin- it: and at any period after a
bill has been referred to a Committee, he is at liberty to report any special
circumstances relating thereto to the House.

5. The promoters in depositing a jx'tilion in the House by the 24th of
December as aforesaid [or one month belore the nieetinu' of rarliament].
shall place on the back Iherecd'the lunne of the nu'mber who is to i)resent
it at the proper time in the House, and shall do the same in the ease of the
Bill when il is to be presented in the House.

This foregoing is a siimmary of the new rules that would jirobably
enable the two Houses to ensure a better division of labtiurin an important
chuss of legislation. Hut in other respects the business may be facilitated
by forming a joint Commitlee of Standing Orders, instead of having separ-
ate Committees in the two Houses rejiorting on petitions and compliance
or non-compliance with the Standing Orders relating to noti< es. It would
be inadvisable certainly to .have one joint tribunal as more than once sui>-

gestod in England on the liills themselves, since a review by another


