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the other. To a greater or lesser extent,
problenis have arisen with respect ta ail the
provinces of Canada. Those oif the Maritime
Provinces were investigated by the Royal Com-
mission on Maritime Claie aaid have been in
large part solved by the effect given ta the re-
commendations of that body. Consideration is at
prescrit being given ta the final revieinn of the
financial arrangements contemnplated by the
Comnnission'a report.

This paragrapli I take ta mean thst tihe
Government, through the Finance Department,
is at present assessing and accounting in order
ta determîne the proper sum to be paid as
a permanent subsidy ta the Maritime Prov-
inces. When that has been dane those prov-
inces will be put on a parity with the other
provinces, and in this way effect will be given
ta another recommendation of the Duncan
Report. The paragrapli also says that most of
the recommendations in that repart have
already heen carried out. That is sa. I shal
mention sanie of the thinga that the Commis-
sion recommended and that have been donc.
The ports of Saint John and Halifax have been
nationalized. In this work the Government
has expended fromn five ta ten million dollars
in equipment and improvements. Freiglit rates
bave been lowered twenty iper cent, not only
on the Canadian National Rai1lways but on
the Canadian Pacific Railway and on a14 the
branci lines in the Atlantic district. It is
calculated that this bas already resulted in
a saving of some tliree and one-half million
dollars ta the people of the Maritime Prov-
inces. I understand that the railways of
Prince Edward Island are being clianged, over
to standard gauge. Improvements are being
made ta the harbour at Charlottetown, where-
by the people of Prince Ediward Island will
Ie able ta slip tiheir products abroad, with
greater facility; and a second ferry will be
provided for service between the Island and
the mainland. Honourable senators will see
that all the major recommfendatione cf the
report have been, or are in process of being,
carried out. Suggestions thet have not yet
been adopted are still under consideration, and
doubtîcas sanie of them will be given effeet in
due course.

The next paragrapli of the Speech <rom the
Throne readis:

The provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchiewan
and Alberta have negabiated. for many years
with the Governuient of Canadla for the return
oif their natural resources. The Province of
British Columbhia hms souglit the reetoration to
the province of lands coxuprising what is known
as the railway belt and Peace River block. With
the Provinces of Manitoba and Alberta and
with the Province of British Columbia agree-
mnents -have been reathed, which will ie sub-
mitted ta you for approval. An offer uimular in

character and termes t;o that aecepted by Alberta
bae beenmiade ta Saskatchewan with respect ta
the transfer ta that province of ite natural re-
sources.

'It seerns ta me, honaurable senators, that
the Government deserves ta be commended
and complimented for so efficien'tly solving
these western problems. An agreement lias
not yet been reaohed wàth Saskatchewan, but
the Government has made an offer ta that
province along the linos of the arrangement
made with Alberta.

As the paragraph points out, agreements
have been arrived at with Alberta, Manitoba
and British Columibia, terminating contra-
versies that have baffied. successive administra-
tions for twenty years ar more. When
the necemary legisiation ham been adopted,
Conifederation will be rounded out, for the
Western Provinces wiil have contrai and
authority over their lands and natural re-
sources in accardiance with similar powers of
the other provinces.

The next and last paragraph dealing with
the provinces is sa f ollows:

The Provinces of Ontario and Quebec have
been cancerned over the question of water
powers in their relation ta navigation. It having
become apparent, through a reference ta the
Suprenie Court, that this question eannot readily
be eettled by judicial determination, a solution
has been 9ouglit by canference which it in hoped
will lead ta -a satisfaetory settlemnent of this
highly controversial problem.

A conference already lia been held be-
tween representatives of these two provinces
and of the Dominion Government, and, al-
though the Supreme Court decision did, not
deal with the question effect.ively, it is ex-
pected that the negotiations that ste proceed-
ing wfll lead to a satisfactory- conclusion of
the complicated, dispute as ta -the awnership
of water-po'wers in navigable streams.

I f eel that the Government, because cd the
course pursued. and the resurlte aohie'ved -in all
these negotiations relating ta the provinces,
bas turned cantroversy and discord in the East
and the West into harznony, contentaient and
happiness, and by so doing has made a tre-
mendous contiribution ta nationial unity.

I had thouglit of saying somath-ing about
the reference in the next paragrapli to the
Pensions Act, but 1 will refrain.

In conclusion, I wisli to draw the attention
,of honourable members ta the unique and
historie paragrapli that refera to, the decision
of the Privy Counail as ta the eligibility of
women ta, be oealled ta the Senate. As a
result of thst decision we have in this Chiam-
ber ta-day the firet wornan Senator, Hon.
Cairine Macicay Wilson. Tihose of us who,
know Senator Wilson well, who are acquainted
with the background of lier family history


