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for representation on the committee, 1 agre?
with birn, tbouglx I corne frorn the east. be-
'cause I arn witb the younger and more
'progressive elernent. I ask that fair-play bie
accorded to the younger members here. We
bave, for Instance, a young member in the
person of Senator McKay, froni Moatreai.
He should bie on the committee. The pro-
vince of Quebec, owing to, its large Engllsh
population, should be represented on tbat
committee. 1 have flot asked the hon. gen-
tleman if bie would like to, be appointed.
but 1 thinkz be is a fit and proper person to
be on the committee. Even if the commit-
tee bas been named la conformity wit.;
usage there is no reason why It sbould flot
be changed to-day. Canada bas progressed
and we must advance witb It.

Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON-I should like
v-ery mucbi if the leaderson both sides would
move their desks a littie furtber towardi
the mniddle of the chamber, so that those of
us wlio are seated some distance f rom them,
may have an opportlnity to hiear wbat is
going on.

The motion n'as ngreed to.

Hion. Mfr. CLORAN-Do I understand
that the bion. Speaker bias declared the mo-
tion agreed to?

The SPEAKER-Yes.

Hon. 3fr. OLORAN-Then the remarlis of'
the bon. senator froni Prince Edward Is-
land are quite appropriate. I did flot bear
the announcement made.

Hon. GENTLEMNEN-Order, order.

THE CANADA.-MEXICO STEAM-SHIP
LINE.

INQUJIRY.

Hon. Sir MA-'kCKENZIE BOWELL rose to:
Cali attention to the provisions of the ar-

ticles of agreements entered Into between the
Minister of Trade and Commerce of the Do-
minion on behalf of His Majesty, and the
Messrs. Elder-Dempsey & Company, of Liver-
pool, England, for the establishment of a line
of steamers between Canada, Cuba and Mexico,
and mwill inquire of the goveroment why in the
third clause of sgld articles of agreement pro-
vision is made probibiting the Canadian subsi-
dized steamers fromn taking cargo at Cuban
ports for Canada?

He said LaI calling the attention of the
ýSenate to the contract entered into between
,the gov-ernmuent and tue Elder-Dempster

Hon. Mr. CLORAN.

Company, 1 wisb to assure the Senate that
it is not done from any spirit of opposition
or fault-flnding on account «0f the policy
whicb the 'government bais adopted In es-
tablisbing a line between Canada, Cuba and
Mexico. On the contrary, I arn fully In
accord wîtb that policy, It belng a continua-
tion of the poiicy of the late government
but there Is a provision in the contract
wbich I should like to bave explained. It
will bie found at the end of the third clause
of the contract. The coatract provIdes for
the esta'blishmnent of a lune of steamers
between Canada, Cuba and Mexico, start-
ing during the season of open navigation
froni Montreal and calling at Charlotte-
town and Halifax and other Intermediate
ports until it reaches some Cuban port.
Then It provides In addition to that that
the governrnent and department shahl bave
power to extend tbe provisions of their con-
tract so as to have the steamers, after
lenviag Cuba, proceed to, Mexico. In case
the contract Is confined to the first portion
to wbicb I alluded, tbey are to pay a certain
suni, I think $50,000 a year. Should the
extension be agreed to, then It la to be
$1O,0O0. 1 will read the third clause and
ask the governent wby vessels are pre-
vented frorn taking on cargo at a Cuban
port on the trip frorn Mexico to* Canada.
The third clause is as follows:

3. It Is understood and agre-ed that at the
option of the minister, the service, herein con-
tracted for may be extended to the republlc of
Mexico, calling on ail south bound voyages at
the ports of Progresso, Coatzacoalcas, Vera
Craz and Tampico, with the option on the part
of the contractons of calllng at any of the said
Mexican ports .on the north bound voyages;
and In case the service iaso extended to Mexi-
co the steamers may carry and land In Cuba
on acuth bound voyages, cargo and passengens,
and may take on board at Cuban ports both
cargo and passengers for Mexico, and on ail
north bound voyages from Mexico may take on
board cargo and passengens for any Cuban pont,
but shall not take cargo at Cuban ports for
Canada.

The last part of the clause is wbat I
desire to, bave explained by the govern-
ment. I can understand very well a pro-
vision of that kiad being insisted upon by
Mexico, provided there was any space re-
served for a cargo at a Cuban port wbich
could be filled lu 'Mexico. The object o! the
contract is to cultivate trade between Can-
ada and Mexico and West Indian ports,
but wby a vessel -wbich bas the right to


