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at’y Telegraph, the organ of the Liberal
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o abinet and also to the fact that he had
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holds her at manner with the seat that he
ment. © Or 18 it possible that any govern-
the conseca:lse 1t could not be done without
goverams nt of the Premier and of the
e Willinnt of which he forms a part—
loaning ofg %o make an arrapgement for the
stituens cﬂ' S(l%at in the Senate until a con-
memberz OIu C}lx be obtained for one of its
names oif Y ave looked over the list of
chamber £ 0¢ who have seats in this
Wick andrfm the province of New Bruns-
singlg o cannot place my finger upon a

elieve o elgmong those gentlemen who, I
and the r°‘1 so far forget his own position
own die .?PeCt due to this House and his
cousent?t, ¥, 88 to make a proposition, or to
to loan hi any overture being made to him,
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that the T 0 not think for a moment
awaro s on. Minister of Justice was
Proposit,ioan}]; such agreement or any such
B oposit 0 being made. I cannot conceive
possi le that he would be a party to any
gg{)cs&an of that kind. If he were not a
part gon hl.t, then Mr. Blair must have taken
that 1mself to borrow g seat, expecting
imselfl?; colleagues would be as ready as
the Sar OIcaf.irry out the arrangement. In
spocch rani nd in the report of another
ok made on the 20th of the present
that Mr. Blair used this language :

- I was, and continued to be,"

It was held that he could not get a seat from
the Conservative party and must of necessity turn
to the Liberals. As a matter of fact he was not in
such dilemma. There was no such staunch feel-
ing of loyalty to the defunct party as they would
try to make out. The reason he had not got
a seat elsewhere was that he felt there was such a
thing as getting too high a price. He felt that it
behooved the Liberal party to see that the Senate
was not filled up with men whose views did not
agree with those of the Liberal party.

To the latter part of that statement I take
no objection, nor do I suppose that the
party in power would, in the selection of
members to fill vacancies which may have
occurred, select gentlemen holding views
different from those which they entertain
and advocate; but from this particular state-
ment you can draw only one deduction—
some member of the Conservative party,
holding a seat in the Lower House, must
have been approached. If he were not
approached, then Mr. Blair could not have
known what price he demanded. Whether
that be correct or not, I pass no opinion.
I am only drawing the deductions which
must be drawn from the utterances of this
minister of the Crown, that he could have
obtained a seat had he been prepared to give
sufficient for it. Whether that was a pecun-
iary reward or whether it was a seat in this
House I do not venture to offer an opinion.
The ministers, in their negotiations with
these gentlemen, if such negotiations were
ever conducted, must know what the inward
workings were, and what the demand was,
and whether they were able to pay the price
or not. What I desire to impress upon the
minds of the leader of this House and his
colleagues, and also on the members in the
House, is, that the trafficking in seats, in the
manner in which Mr. Blair declares that he
has been trafficking, is an insult to every
member of the House and to the whole
Dominion. I do not wish it to be under-
stood, hon. gentlemen, that I cast that re-
flection upon any member of the Commons
who, belonging to a successful party, resigns
his seat to give an opportunity to the
government of the day to elect one of its
memoers. There is a party fealty which
should always exist between the supporters
of the party and the government, and I
have a feeling of pride when I see a man
who, like my hon. friend who sits before me,
enter Parliament the same year that I did,
and has been working steadily in the in-
terests of his party for about twenty-nine



