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an easy one. The lion. gentleman,
witlh that skill acquired in 1866 and
since, has left but little for mne to say
or do in the matter. lie commenced at
the paragraph which refers to the har-
vest, and, passing over the entire
field, reaps the whole lharvest of
speech whiclh it tflords. Iad I
anticipated that he would have gather-
e( so closelv, I sliould ha ve said to
the leader of the Government, 1 would
thank him) to instruct bis younîg inan to
leave a few handfîîlls for me to glean
after hiti. But, under anty cireunistances,
lion. gentienien, the task would be coin-
paratively easy, for this Speech froin the
Throne, i believe, in its main features,
commends itself to the intelligence of
this House, and of the coumtry at largç.
We are asked in the opening paragraph,
as lias been stated by the lion. iover of
the Address, to accept the congratulations
of lis Excellency for the bountiful bar-
vest with which Canada bas been blessed.
The blessings of a good harvest, hon.
gentlemen, are very widely diffused, and
I was reminded upon looking at that
volume whicl lies on the table before mu,
but which is seldom quotedin Parliaiment,
except by our chaplain, of a very
excellent autlority, who says tiat " the
profits of the earth are for all, and the
king himself is served by the field ;" and,
therefore, hon. gentlemen, as the less-
ings of the harvest are widely diffused
froni king to people, all ranks and coi-
ditions of life, high and low, richt and
poor, can with grateful hearts to the
Giver of all good, accept the offered con-
gratulations for the blessings of this
bountiful harvest which bas been givea
to our whole land. But, lion. gentle-
nien, as lias been remarked before by
my lion. friend opposite, it i4 not in thls
year alone tlat we have lad good liar-
vests. Ttîese words of congratulation
bave becomne funiliar to our ears. For
many years in suciession Canada has
been blessed with good harvests, and
yet, as lie says, the resuilts that miglt
naturally b- ainticipatedl fromgood har-
vests, have not boei realized. We were
for a period of years, to a certain extent,
content with those good harvests. We
were content that Providence slould
give us sun.shine atid rain, and should
bring the seed which the agriculturist
east into the ground to niaturity, but
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Ve left uinleveloped ail the othoer
vast natural resources whiIch that
sane good Providence lad place
it our lands. The same bounti-
ous hand that dropped down fatness fromi
tlie clouds, that gave the dew and thi
.rain, and the sûnsliine that warmed and
invigorated the seed cast into the ground-;
tho sai.e liaud that, w'ith golden suni-
beams,.gilded the ripening corn, cast in
profusion all over this Dominion, from
sea to sea, from the Atlantic to the Pa-
cific, an iiexhaustible supply of every
material required in building up this
great country, and makirng her prominent
i amnong the nations of the earth. But wo
lefi these couparatively untoucied-we
used but one of the many talents that
wero coiniiwttel to our care. We gath -
ered the bountiful liarvests Providenco
gave, and spent the surplus, as well as
large loans, mainly in foreign countries,
in the puirchase of goods wlhicl g-ave em-
ploynent to the people of those lands,
therchy sustaining their industries, devel -
oping their resources, and adding to their
property and greatness. For five long
years the craft upon our rivers and lakes
were comparatively meinployed ; the cars
on our railways rain half filed, except ii
brnging to us the produce of foreign
industries ; our factories ompara
tively idle or closed, und th pub
lic records and exchequer, yoitr b-y
year, proclaiming our growin g poverty.
So manifest lad this becoie, notwith
standing the Lenefits of the gootl har-
vests, that the public attentiot was
turneil to the consideration of a renedy,
and thi public sentiment of this country,
with a unanimity tarely seen, dteclared
that the policy of the Governmîenît should
be changed. Tliat change ws a in. ide in. au-
cordance with the will of the jcople. as
declared iii 1878. A nd we ar-e now, as
the hon. goiientai opposite says, seeng
some of tlia fruits of this change, and
that part of tle paragraph of the Speech
which hias so often met our eyes.has
beei ex p anleil anid colneted, and we
are cong5"ratiulated nlot onlv for thebles-
sings of a ,bountifuil harvist, but the r-
turnedl prosperity, and the substanîtial
developime:t of the industries of tiim
countrv. The neKt paragraph of th
81peeh refers to a question thât bas for a
long period oceupied the attention of this
countryv. Tere is. perhaps, no questioi
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