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the army they had heard that a raid was ruch thal
expected at one of the city's armouries, and which has
in response to this warning the army inten- member fo
sified its security guard at both Minto and by ry col
McGregor armouries. One is left bewildered PennelD or
by such a set of circumstances. The obvious I am i
question is: How was it that in such a situa- police hav
tion Minto armouries proved vulnerable, and gation, ani
how many other national defence installa- giving tbe
tions across the country are similarly tion. I am
vulnerable? officiais co

Here are the facts, taken from Winnipeg confirmed
newspapers-the Tribune and the Free Press. the elabor
Internal security was checked and a mobile taken in a
radio patrol was alerted to watch Minto and ment-that
McGregor armouries. It appeared that the applîed to
thieves knew in advance where to look for ered adequ
the weapons. They scaled a wire fence and I ar sur
sawed through two bars of a sub-ground no security
basement window. Inside, they sawed be perfect
through a steel screen mesh in an opening continuous
above the door to the quartermaster's store that thîs is
where the guns were kept. theft fror
e (10:20 p.m.) would agr

Lately, in the process of investigation, it ice b'
has been reported that there were no army crimînaîs.
guards on duty at Minto armoury on October Before c
30 when the theft took place. Personnel on
the grounds that night, as reported by the gaute
Winnipeg Free Press of November 8, consist- South o
ed of civilians only, two caretakers and a
fireman. Mr. Spea

My question to the government, sir, is: ber for Vic
How could this situation have occurred in the
light of an advance warning by the police VETEHA
that they expected such a raid, and what PRE
does this hold for our Department of Nation- L
al Defence installations right across the Mr. D.
country? Speaker, a

Mr. D. S. Macdonald (Parliament Secreiary the questic
to Secretary of State for External Affairs): yesterday,
Mr. Speaker, before the house wonders if deferring
there has been a re-assignment of functions I because t
should say on behalf of the Minister of Na-
tional Defence (Mr. Cadieux) that tonight's poesman
inclement weather has prevented him from
being here and accordingly I have been Motion a
asked to represent hlm. There is really not at 10.25 p.
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t I can add to the information
already been given to the hon.

>r Winnipeg South (Mr. Sherman)
league the Solicitor General (Mr.
November 3.

nformed that the Winnipeg city
e this matter under active investi-

the military and the R.C.M.P. are
n every assistance and co-opera-
also advised by the departmental

ncerned-and the hon. member bas
this in his own remarks, describing
ate security precautions that were
physical way to protect the equip-

the precautions which were
the Minto armouries were consid-
ate.
e the hon. member will agree that
system is perfect, and none could

where these weapons have to be in
and frequent use. I am informed
the first loss of weapons through
an armoury in over two years. I

ee that it has been an unfortunate
ut I have every confidence that the
thorities will apprehend these

losing, Mr. Speaker, might I con-
the hon. member for Winnipeg
his very fine address earlier this
hich was refreshing-

ker: Order, please. The hon. mem-
toria, B.C.

NS AFFAIRS-MAINTENANCE OF
F'ERENCE IN DEFENCE ESTAB-
ISHMENT APPOINTMENTS

W. Groos (Victoria (B.C.): Mr.
nxious as I am to get an answer to
n I posed to one of the ministers
I must ask if you would mind
the question until tomorrow

he weather has prevented the
for the department from being

ight.

greed to and the house adjourned
mn.


