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gers. That is a deplorable accident that may
happen on any road, but picture, if you can,
the advertising it would have received if it
had happened on the Grand Trunk Pacifie.
Why, every man, woman, and child in this
Dominion would have heard about it, and
would not have been permitted to forget it.
They would have had moving pictures of it,
showing the rescue of the passengers frorn the
Grand Trunk Pacifie.

I have spoken at rnuch greater length than
1 intended. I sîrnply twish to say i closing
that the people of northern British Columbia
are, many of them, carrying on thefr part in
the face of adverse conditions and unfair
freight rates, but they. have faith in the
policy of Sir Wilfrid Laurier as expressed in
the Grand Trunk Pacific railway and we hope
and expect that that road will stiil corne into
its own.

Hon. Sir HENRY DRAYTON (West
York): Mr. Speaker, at the opening of my
remarks, may I associate myseif with those
members who have spoken sO many words
of congratulation ta the mover (Mr. Put-
nain) and the seconder (Mr. Rhéaume) of
the Address. May 1 also assôciate myself
with the expressions of condolence in re-
spect of members who are now no longerwyith
us, and with the words of welcome ta our
new brethren.

It was not my intention at ail to weary the
House with a speech on this Address, but the
speech made the other day by my hion.
friend the Minister of Finance (Mr. Field-
ing) has made it necessary that 1 should
trespass somewhat upon the time of the
House.

I want first ta say something else in the
way of congratulation. I want ta congratu-
late the House and the Minister of Finance
upon the resuits of that trip of his over-
seas. H1e has corne back ta us in great shape.
11e is in splendid form, and is Iooking ever sO
rnuch better than when hie went away. We
are ail very happy te see hirn looking sa well,
and to find hirn sa vigoraus. I think we are
aIl at one in that respect. I only wish, Mr.
Speaker, that I could say as much for the
substance of the speech as I can say with al
truthfulness of the speaker.

We have nat from this side of the Hanse
done anything ta prolong this debate. I think
I arn the third speaker fromn the official op-
position. Nor indeed did our leader ini open-
ing the debate enter the field of-what shail
we caîl it?-the field which rnight be reserved
for very contentions political matters. Why,
he was sa mild and sa quiet that the Prime
Minister congratulated him, upon his utter-

ances, and said bow pleased hie was to be
able to agree with sa very much that the
leader of the Opposition had said. Then a
change took place. Amendments were made
ta the Address. Sarnething had ta be done
ta revive the party spirit, and the gavern-
ment called ta their assistance that gentle-
mani above all others who was most capable
of performing that very necessary function:
and hie did it well. They called ta their a&-
sistance that member of the government who
was the most likely ta commnand the respect
of my friends ta my left, ta wbom his ap-
peals were really directed. Yes, and for the
purpose of making those appeals more pointed,
attacks were made upon the leader of the
Opposition growing out of his address.

I want ta say in the first place, Mr.
Speaker, that in every point taken by the
lion. leader of the Opposition he was correct
in his information. 1 want ta say that just
as bluntly and as plainly as 1 can. What did
hie say? H1e said that there was 9.n increase
in the debt. Is there any doubt about it?
His figures were the figures of the hion. Min-
ister of Finance. H1e also said that lhere had
been more collected through customs tax-
ation. Is there any doubt about it? The
figures, again, are the figures of the hion. Min-
ister of Finance, lie also gave ccrti;in per-
centages. Again is there any doubt about
bis figures? The percentages are correct. Lt
may well be that percentages do not amount
ta mucb. The taxpayer, after all, is not so
much interested in percentages. But the fact
is that a cansiderably greater sumn of irnoney
bas been taken frorn the people of the catn-
try for customs this year than was taken last
year, and that is the gravarnen of what the
lion. leader of the Opposition said. Lt is >quite
true. Lt is also true that, over and above
that, increases were made in the sales tax.

There is another thing. Although corrected
by my hon, leader, the hion. Minister of Fin-
ance stuck ta it that a directcharge had been
made against hirn of floating money in the
New York market, that that of itself was a
crime, and hie maintained that it was a charge,
not sirnply a remark wbich. had grown out of
something said by the hon. Minister of Jus-
tice (Sir Lamer Gouin) during the election
campaign. Let ns have no doubt about this
matter. During the speech of the Minister
of Finance, as reported at page 99 of Hansard,
the leader of the Opposition is thus reported:

Mr. Meighen: The hon. member will do me the
justice to, sy that I introduced that with reference
to the speech made by the Minister of Justice, who
stated that we owed the United States so much i 192t
that we were drifting towards annexation.


