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terests. Under these circumstances we may I1part in the campaign ? Did lie offer any ob-
look with some suspicion, at least, upon the 1jection to it ? No, Sir. After tihe campaign.
new found zeal of hon. gentlemen of the Lib- ; had closed and the electors of West To-
eral party, for the purity and efficiency of ronto had rejected the candidate of hon.
the public service of the Dominion. The gentlemen opposite, how was lie dealt with
officials of the province of Ontario are for his violent partisan conduct on that oe-
public officials in the same sense that the casion ? Was his head eut off ? WMas he
officials of the Dominion are. They are treated as lion. gentlemen now propose to
paid from the public funds of the province treat some Conservative officials; of the Do-
of Ontario contributed to by Liberals and minion. who took an active part in lie re-
Conservatives alike. The taxpayers of the cent campaign ? Not at all. H1e resi;gn.3d
province of Ontario have a right to denand his office-a lucrative and most important
from these gentlemen opposite, if they are one in the province-the day after he re-
honest and sincere in the expressions they ceived the nomination for West Toronto,
profess on the floor of this House, that they and the day after lie was defeateýd for West
shall use their influence with their political Toronto he was reappointed to tiat office.
friends. who have been in power in Ontarno And that, Sir, is the condign punishient
for twenty years, to see to it, that the great that was meted out to the gentleman wht>
majority of the officials of that province opposed my colleague and myself, and who-
shall cease to be the active agents and 1Iried to obtain the3 representation of West
political partisans and supporters of hon. Toronto. Sir, I am bold to say that if lion.
gentlemen on the Treasury benches. and 1 gentlemen will examine the lists of delegates
of their friends who are in power in On- who composed the conventions of the Liberal
tario. For twenty years past the friends of1party in the city o! Toronto. they wih1 find
hon. gentlemen opposite have ruled in On-: in those lists the names of many gentlemen
tario. and during that long period they have!wlo occupy positions in the civil service of
made hundreds if not*thousands of appoint-'the provinee of Ontario» and befo'e they caii
ments. Many of these appointments are expeet the country to believe thatt are
excellent ones ; they are gentlemen who do.sincere lu their profession that the civil
their duty faithfully and efficiently and who service slould not be conposed o! politIcal
do not act in a partisan manner at election partisans and heelers, tley should see that
times. But I may say, Mr. Speaker, and where their party have control o! public
I say it without fear of successful contra- offices. the-officiais should bee mudels of
diction. that in every centre of population public propriety-voting as their consci-Cnces
in Ontario there are to be found in the clctated. but abstaining under al cir-ii-
provincial service, as violent partisans as can!stances from partisanship or from taking au
be found in the public service of the Do-'active part in political elections. The -state-
minion, or of any other province In the con- ment o! the hon. member for Bothw'eil (Mr.
federation. It is hardly consistent for hon. Clancy) las been questioned as to the state
gentlemen opposite to take the position they to which the liquor traffic of the province of
do to-day, and to state that public officials Ontario las been brought by partlsanship
should only vote-we are thankful that ihey belng introduced Into It I eau tell nc'n.
are permitted even to vote-and that they gentlemen opposite that not on one occ.viion
should not take any active part lu the elec- only, but on severai, on the floor of the iegis-
tions ; whlle at the same time the political lative assemby of tbis province, the Gov-
fortunes of those gentéimen had been helped erument were clallenged to appoint a cor-
by the active and untiring exertion of offi- mission to examine Into the operation o! the
cdals who are appointed by the Liberal ad- iquor lcense law. Not only have the eom-
ministration of Ontario. Take the case of missioners and Inspectors aeted as partisans.
West Toronto In the recent elections. A but the moutls o! the licensees have been
public servant of the province of Ontario closed In many cases, and they have been
was selected as the standard bearer of the afraid to exercise their franchise freely lest
Liberal party in that constituency. ie was their licenses should be taken !rom them
a paid official when he accepted that nomi- when the time came to renew them on ne-
nation--I am sure that neither my col- count o! the heavy baud laid upon that
league nor myself had any objection to bis traffie by the friends o! hon. gentlemen
being our opponent-but I point to that case, opposite. I entireiy concur lu what the hon.
because since the time that gentleman be- member for Kingston (Mr. Britton) bas said,
came a candidate for a seat In this IIouse, that It would le weLIL the intereSt of the-
the gentleman who- was then the Premier public service o! the Dominion, that some
of the province of Ontario bas become a cieariy-detlned Une sbould be laid down as
very important member and holds a very to how far public officiais should have a
important portfolio In the Cabinet of the right to interfere In political couteste. I aM
Prime Minister of Canada. Let me ask: one o! those who believe firmiy that the
what view did the present Minister of civil service o! the country would be better
Tustice entertain as to the propriety, or the than It ls if there was fot so much activity
impropriety, of a public official of the pro- dispiayed by public offier at election times.
vince of Ontario becoming a candidate for Those officers are publie servants, paid bya seat ln thousne, and takiing ain 4acti àepetple ou tl lasselindeeua theare
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