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the Minister of Militia the necessity of
grafting the old system of schools upon the
present system. Under the old system, the
cadets were given a cheap uniform by the
Government, and after a couple of months'
instruction they were examtined. and if
found capable of passing the examination
they were given a certificate ; and if not,
they were allowed another month, and then
if they failed they were returned without
a certificate. or, if they succeeded, they re-
ceived$50 andt got their eertifieate. This
was a ehleapi aml inexpeL;sive way of in-
strueting a very large numtber of men. and
could. I think. very easily have been grafted
onî thet îpresent system. WIiile I do object to
sme iof the large expenses 11n the perman-
ont corpsz. 1iniist not be understood as
beim: opposed to themi. I aM in their
favour in their proper place, but it is not
desirable that we should go on increasing
hie expenses of the permanent corps. year
after year. and reducing the expenditure
on the regular militia. If we follow that
course. in time we will have an expensive
set of sehools. without any militia to in-,
struet. and that. of course, would do away
with the necessity for sehools, staff. and
everything else. Some means ought to be
adopted to try to retain the equilibrium be-
tween the permanent corps and the regular
militia. I would like to add that while
we spend $1.300.000 on militia, and are only
enabled to drill one-half of the regular
militia. if we could increase that vote by
$1.i50.0. or else reduce expenditure in
some other way, we could drill the entire
militia. which would be of great service to
the country. I regret that General Herbert's
terni is about to expire, because I consider
t:hat he is the best general we have had
sine theC time of Sir Patrick Macdougall.
However. his five years are about up, and
I suppose we shall have to part with him.
As an officer of the force, I say he has
done a great deal of good in every way.
He has helped on the efficiency of the
niilitia generally, and especially has le im-
prov ed the pernanennt corps, and made them
mnucîih more .4tHiient. I would like to read
sone extracts from a letter evidently writ-
ten by an officer. or an ex-officer of the
force. and which appeared in the "Globe,"
on the 21st of May, 1895. It shows the
manner in which the militia expenditure
has been drifting, towards the permanent
force. He says:

There is little sign In this country of inen who
have served in the permanent force being of use
as non-coms. In militia battalions ; and General
Herbert's own express statisties show that the
number of men in it who are available as extra
instructors is nominally 11-5 per cent. Practi-
cally, the only use of the men of the force as In-
structors would. if carried out, be to drill with
attached non-coms. from the ordinary militia
force. and to furnish the men by drilling whom
attacbed officers may qualify.
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Again, he says :
Again, a large sum is expended yearly for cloth-

ing. The private in an average city battalion, as
he stands on parade, bas bis tunic, a pair of
trousers, a great coat and a forage cap-in some
corps he provides these himself--coming from the
Government ; his helmet and leggings belong to
his corps, and bis underclothing and boots are
supplied by himself, and exceedingly inefficient
for actual campaigning these articles, especially
the boots, usually are. And there are many corps
whose Government clothing is worn out and
shabby to the last degree. Compare with him the
man of the permanent corps, provided for, from
helmet to boots, with winter and summer cloth-
ing and necessaries, and judge as to what share
of this allowance for clothing goes to the per-
inanent corps, who are daily in uniform, and
what share to the rest of the militia, who wear
their clothing only during drill. The benefit of
the outlay upon furniture and utensils, &c., goes
to the instructional troops. Of late several offi-
cers and men have been sent to Britain for in-
struction, and this swells the expenditure by over
$2.000.
He gives an estimate thait he has made up,
evidently as carefully as he could, of what
the permanent corps takes out of the militia
grant of $1,300,000. He says :

'he account for the cost of the permanent foi-ce,
lcoked at in this light, mounts up as follows :-

Pay and allowances...............$215,033
Provisions, supplies, &c........... 98,472
Clothing and necessaries, say..... 50,000
Remounts ........................ 6,684
Artificers, horse-shoeing, &c...... 8,560
Barrack services.................. 17,006
R.C.A. Institute, Quebec.......... 500
Expenses of trip to England...... 2.023
Change of uniform, R.C.D......... 750
Modern rifles...................... 16,156
Military properties................ 47,263
Warlike and other stores, say..... 20,000

Total.....................$4S82.447
hlien he goes on t sav tlhat eadi certifi-

eate costs the country $1.504. Of course,
i do not consider that is a fair esti-
mate, because we no doubt have the per-
.nanent corps there and the imilitia behind
themn as a police force. and for help-
ing the civil power if necessary. Under
the old system of schools, I fancy that each
certificate did not cost the country more
than $100 or $150. I would again press up-
on the Minister of Militia the desirability
of looking into this matter and endeavour-
ing to graft the old system of schools upon
the present system ; and to see if it cannot
be carried out In conjunction with the
present system In an extensive manner.

Mr. DICKEY. When I deprecated ex-
tended discussion on this vote, I assure you
it was not that I wanted to avoid a discus-
sion on the militia estimates, because, as
everybody in the House knows, I am en-
tirely ignorant of the details of the depart-
ment I am now administering, and I shall
be more than glad to have suggestions from
every quarter of the House, from gentle-
men who are much more competent to deal
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