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The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND uses any cement manuraetured in this coun-
CANALS. Yes, between Lake Simcoe and try, I hope he will see that It is equal to
Balsarn Lake. the best Portland cement.

Mr. KENDRY. I may say that I am sorry !The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND
that the Minister of Railways and Canals CANALS. I presunie the hon. gentleman
bas not seen fit to put into the Estimates a (Mr. Haggart) knows how strongly the opin-
sufficient anount to prosecute the construe- ion of the chief engineer coincides with bis
tion of this canal. We have expended ai on this subjeet. le may rely upon it, that
great deal of noney in the centre of this no cenent will be used which It would not
canal. We have seen just now that the ap- Ïbe safe to use for the purpose. There will
propriation is some $650,000 to prosecute the be portions of the work where probably the
work froni Peterborough to Lakefleld. This native cement eau be used without any dis-
work will be of hardly any ise at all until advantage. and I think the officers will be
tlie end sections of this canal are complet- alive to that.
ed. Unless there is sonething lone on Lhe Mr. SUTIIERLAND. I think it is ratherSineoe division, the work so far as the canal unfair to the Canadian cement to condemnis concerned. will be of no use. and I ai it off-hand. Cement is an article that cansorry to see the Minister has not seen lit to be tested by experts, and if it is not up tomake provision for that. We have -spent standard, it need not be used. We all know$2,0(0).000. or about that. already on this that there Is a prejudice in favour of ancanal, and the advantage of that expenli- article that has given great satisfaction andturc cannot lie reaped until the canal Is 1ture~~~~~~~~ cantb epdutltecn l ias got a name, and It may be true also thatopened up to the lake. Even at this late se got he and cenctt. sorjje0f the Canadian cerent-
day. I trust the Minister wll see his way
to inake provision for that. The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND.

Mr. BENNETT. What is the estimate for
the uncompleted portion of the Balsam Lake
-Lake Sineoe section, from Kirkfield north
of Lake Simcoe ?

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND
CANALS. The Estimate made ror me in
the department is, that It will take ln the1
neighbourhood of $4.000,000 to build the
whole canal. beyond that which is uow un-
der contract.

Mr. BERGERON. Four millions more ?
The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND

CANALS. Yes, $4,000,000 more. The whole
work was estimated to cost upwards of $6,-
000.000, and we have already expended and
provided for something in the neighbour-
hood of somethIng over $700.000. It wlill
take at lerst $4,000,000 to complete the
whole canal.

Mr. BERGER0N. What depth ?
The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND

CANALS. Six feet.
Mr. BERGERON.

length?
What will be the

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND
CANALS. There will be 'sixty-two miles of
artificial canal works.

Mr. HIAGGART. It Is stated .in the news-
papers that the Minister proposes to use
other than the Portland cement in these
works. The Government has previously
tried the native cement In some of the
canais along the St. Lawrence, and every
engineer of the department has reported
that Portland cement Is the only cement
that is fit to use for this work. Some cement
works have been established, and they pre-
tend that they can make cement equal to
the Portland cement. But if the Minister

UANALS. Native cement.
Mr. HAGGART. There is a Portland ce-

ment made in this country which may be
equal to the imported, but there is a cement
called native cement, which is a different
thing.

Mr. SUTHERLAND. In tue early stages
of the manufacture of cement in Canada,
soie of the tests made might not be up to
the standard of imported cement, but ex-
perience in manufacture has improved the
quality of cement used here, and we have
tested It in our section of the country in
water works and the abutments of bridges,
and the engineers are satisfied that some of
the cements manufactured In Canada are
quite as good as the imported article. Of
course, if our cement is not up to standard.
it would not be proper to use it in important
works of this kind. But it should not be
refused on account of any prejudice that
exists. It should be given a fair test by the
department. I think it is only due to our
own manfuacturers that they should have
that opportunity. Of course, if their cement
does not come up to the standard, nobody
would ask that it should be used. But if
they can manufacture an article of as good
a quality, and supply it to the Government
and to contractors at the same price, or at
a lower price than the imported cement, I
think the preference should be given to it.

Mr. HAGGART. The hon. gentleman has,
I belleve, recelved tenders for about 85,000
barrels of cement. Would he itell the House
what he got it for, and from whon he got
it?

Tehe MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND
CANALS. We divided it among varlous ten-
derers. I could not, at the moment, state
accurately the portions which went to the
different tenderers. The Rathbun Com-
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