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the country from the National Policy. But
the hon. member for Inverness (Mr. Cam-
eron has dLscussed the subject and endea-
voured to show-I have not time to follow
all his figures-that there was a great exodus
between 1874 and 1878. Although he did
not go so far as to minimize the ex-
odus during the last ten years, yet
he dwelt with speclal emphasis on the exodus
from 1874 to 1878. I will quote to the hon.
gentleman and to his friends the statements
made by a gentleman who Is as well acquaint-
ed as any one with the facts of the alleged
exodus during that period. I refer to the
evidence taken by a committee of the House
in 1S78 upon this subject, when Mr. John
Lowe gave evidence. After giving the figures
of the immigration Into this country. and
other particulars with respect to the growth
and population lu Canada during the pre-
vious five years, he made this statement:

It will be noticed fron the percentagei of decline
that Canada lias stuffered far less froi diminution in
tieninuber of emigrants than the United States, and
also that the diminution of the emigration to Canada
is nuch less than that of the enig-ation fron Great
Britain. This mnay be taken as a proof that we have1
ob)3tained considerable numbeis of eniigrants-t froni the
Uniited i States-.
During that period our emigration had
fallen off less than emigration to the
United States, and the figures can only be
explained by an emigration Into Canada1
from the Unlted States. Later on during the
samie examination we find this statement.
The question !s':

Have Vou any ineans of ascertaining the extent of
the exodus of our people to the United States or
eelere ?
Mr. Lowe answered:

e have no iean>s of o(btaining a record of enigra-
it enfl from the country. The Statistical Bureau of
Washmgi1rton1 give sone figures, but I do not knowl
how they obtain then. I do not think there is now
anv exodus of our ple to) the labour inarkets of the
Unitd States. Itis clear, froi the repurts >ub-
lished in the newspalers, that there has been little
deimand for labour there since the depression coin-
mneneed in 1873. I read in a newspaper only the
othtr day a report of a meeting of unemiployed
labourers in Boston, in which statenients were iade
giing a iuch worse accotait than anything we have
had iiiCanada. There is besides the ascertamàed fact
Which I have already stated of a very large emigra-
tion fromi the United States to Canada.

.. I suppose those are immigrants who have come
into Canada by way of New York and the Suspension
Bridge t-A. No; about 6,400 immnigrants fron
Europe came by the Suspension Bridge. It is be-i
lieved those from the United States are to a great
extent retuîirned Canadians.

Anîd so we find that although there ,was
then a strong depression prevailing througli
the country, the balance of emigration wais in
favour of Canada. This careful and
comiipetent statistician of that day was of the
opinion tha.t owing to the depression that ex-
isted in the United States the balance on the
whole was in favour of Canadit; and this
coinlg from an expert in that department,

with a full knowledge of the facts, certinly
should be received as the best evidence that
could be given. At any rate, there is one
thing certain. that whatever may lie the
cause, the exodus to the United Stlates has
increased instead of diminishing during the
whole period of ihe National Policy ; and
althougli there was for a time a cectain
ainoiuit of prosperity in the Dominion. yet it
did not present sufficient attractions to retain
our young people here. and the (ouiitIy lost
an enormous number of its population and we
have not had that growth and progress not
only which we had during the previous ten
years, but which we had a right to expect,
even in the view we take of it on this side of
the House, from the National Policy. The
Maritime provinces have progressed less thian
the neighbouring states of New England. and
if we follow the Une of demarcation between
Canada and the United States any where we
find that in every instance where we institute
a comparison the growth of poputloi has
been strongly in favour of the United States.
and this in face of a policy whieh its advocates
promised would stop the exodus. And so,
after all these years, we are brought face to
face with conditions which demand the im-
mediate action of Parlianient in reforming
the tariff so as to lift the burdens fron con-
sumers, ln extending and widening our trade
and In affording the people better opportuni-
ties of exchanging their products with their
neighbours. But we are confronted with the
alternative of a roving commission, disturb-
ing trade, coming to no definite conclusion.
open to the suspicion of making improper
bargains in secret with privileged classes who
have so far been chartered to fatten on the
welfare of the community. This is given us
as an alternative to that Immediate action
which Parliament should take for the relief of
the people. But if Parliament should take the
action demanded, take prompt and vigorous
action. ln a very short time al the evils which
are lamented and complained of from one end
of the country to the other would be remov-
ed, and our people would start out on the
career of unexampled prosperity which Provi-
dence has placed within our reach, but of
which unfortunately man in his blind and
foollsh courses, has attempted and almost
succeeded in depriving us.

Mr. CHESLEY. Mr. Speaker, on rising for
the first time in this House to make a few
observations on the subject under discussion,
I know and feel that the liberal measure of
indulgence so freely accorded to new mem-
bers will be extended to me on this occasion.
I shali not at this late hour of the night, and
after the lengthened discussion which we
have heard, attempt to make anything like a
lengthy speech. No matter how much I
'might desire to say on this question, I feel
that the whole subject has been so thorough-
ly gone over and has been so completely
thrashed out by the .various speakers, that
there Is really nothing new to be said upon
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