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C-0-1nication with International Red Cross Coimittee at Geneva,
preus staternent of Februar 26, 1942.

Word has been reoeived fz'om. the International Red Cross
Comniittee at Geneva, Switzerland, that it is possible foQr thezu
to transmitsoie urgent messages (flot exoceeding twenty-five
î:ords in length) by telegrau at a cost of approximately e20
Per message. -This charge would oover also the cost of the
r,-eply from Tokcyo to Geneva.

The Department of External Affairs ha8 sent an urgent
cable to Geneva asking thé Qonimittee whether thia servic.e is
available for comimunications to HIong Kong arnd Manila and whethe:
it may be used, for messages to prisoners of war in Japanese
hamd s.

The Lepartment of External Affairs has been in constant
communication with the International Red Cross Comnittee at
aieneva ai-d with the Argentine iubassy at Tokcyo, in an effort
to secure information about prisoners of war at H~ong Kon~g but
U1P to the present no means of communication with persons in
Ho0ng Kong has been estahlished. The Argentine Szubassyr at Tokcyo
bas been doing everytbing possible to establish comunication
With T-ong Kong and it was through the Argentine Governîment thatthe figures of Canadians taken prisoner at Hong'Kozng, whXQh
wfere given out yesterday by tt£ Ministex' of National Defence,.
Colonel Raiston, wiere recêeived.


