Biographies of Participants

Xavier Arbos is a professor of
constitutional law at the University of
Girona (Spain), and Head of its Public Law
Department. As a researcher, he works on
the constitutional dimension of federalism,
identity and governability problems. In this
field, he takes Canada, and the comparison
between Canada and Spain, as his main case
studies. He has taught Spanish and Canadian
Constitutional Law in the universities of
Girona, Barcelona and Rovira i Virgili
(Tarragona). He has been president of the
Spanish Association of Canadian Studies

- (1995-96) and president of the International
Council for Canadian Studies (1998-99).

Tom Arbuthnott is the Europe Programme
Researcher at The Foreign Policy Centre in
London. He has written on the euro, on
public opinion, on European democracy and
on German, Italian and Irish politics. He has
a Masters degree in European Studies from
Cambridge University and has worked
extensively in Brussels, Italy, Germany and
throughout Central and Eastern Europe. He

~ speaks German, Italian and French, and has
basic Spanish and Romanian.

John Beck is an official of the European
Commission for over 26 years (1973-1999),
John Beck has followed the growth of the
European Union from the inside. John Beck
was initially assigned to manage the EC-
Canada desk and was subsequently
appointed Head of Division for GATT and
Multilateral Trade Policy. In 1988 he
became Deputy Head of the EC's Permanent
Delegation in Geneva in which capacity he
represented the EC at GATT, UNHCR,
WHO and other UN agencies. At the
conclusion of the Uruguay Round, John
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Beck was accredited to the Government of
Canada as Ambassador and Head of
Delegation of the European Commission in
Ottawa. During his S-year assignment in the
Canadian capital, he took an active interest in
promoting academic linkages across the
Atlantic. In 1998 John Beck was recalled to
Brussels to take charge of the Commission's
Directorate for relations with the US, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, NAFTA and APEC.
He served in that capacity until his retirement
from the European public service in October
1999.

Emanuele Castano obtained his Ph.D. in
social psychology at the Catholic University
of Louvain, Belgium. His research on the
determinants and consequences of social
identification was financed by a Marie Curie
grant of the European Union, and by the
Mershon Center of Ohio State University,
where he was a post-doctoral fellow. He has
taught social and political psychology at the
University of St. Andrews, Scotland, and he
is now a lecturer at the University of Kent at
Canterbury, England. He has published
chapters and articles in both social
psychology and international relations
journals on the issues of collective identity
and intergroup relations.

Satya Brata Das, with more than 25 years of
journalistic experience, has served as a
columnist, foreign affairs writer, editorial
writer and member of the editorial board of
the Edmonton Journal. Satya is an
experienced opinion leader; a pioneer in
defining and advocating Canadian values and
a noted analyst of political, economic, social
and cultural issues. His publications include
“Dispatches from a Borderless World”



