
Biographies of Participants

Xavier Arbos is a professor of
constitutional Iaw at the University of
Girona (Spain), and Head of its Public Law
Department. As a researcher, lie works on
the constitutional dimension of federalism,
identity and govemability problems. I this
field, hie takes Canada, and the comparison
between Canada and Spain, as his main case
studies. He bas taught Spanish and Canadian
Constitutional Law in the universities of
Girona, Barcelona and Rovira i Virgili
(Tarragona). He bas been president of the
Spanish Association of Canadian Studies

Beck was accredited to the Government of
Canada as Ambassador and Head of
Delegation of the European Commission ini
Ottawa. During bis 5-year assignment in the
Canadian capital, lie took an active interest in
promoting academic linkages across the
Atlantic. I 1998 John Beck was recalled to
Brussels to take charge of the Commission's
Directorate for relations with the US, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, NAFTA and APEC.
He served in that capacity until bis retirement
ftom the European public service in October


