
POST CONFLICT: GENDER AND PEACE BUILDING

The Need for Gender Analysis

A useful starting point for determining the interaction between gender and Peace building

is CIDA's policy on Women in Development and Gender Equity. CIDA has recognized the

important role women play in development for over twenty years. Since 1976, CIDA has been

developing guidelines and policy that incorporates women as agents and beneficiaries of

development. More recently, CIDA has also increasingly emphasised gender equity and women's

empowerment. A recent CJDA document points to the importance of women's partnership in

development efforts;

In countries where the status of women has improved, faster economic growth and higher living
standards also occurred, whereas in regions where women's rights and freedoms are denied,
progress has been slow in coming. Where education levels for women have risen, infant
mortality has declined, diet lias împroved and farnily size has shrunk (CI]DA, 1 995c).

I order to more effectively implement development projects, CIDA has therefore devised gender


