ARTICLE 1
PURPOSE
The purpose of this Agreement is:

To establish a global process by which Contracting Parties
from all regions of the world can jointly develop global
technical regulations regarding the safety, environmental
protection, energy efficiency, and anti-theft performance
of wheeled vehicles, equipment and parts which can be
fitted and/or be used on wheeled vehicles;

To ensure that, in developing global technical regulations,
due and objective consideration is given to the existing
technical regulations of Contracting Parties, and to the
UN/ECE Regulations;

To ensure that objective consideration is given to the
analysis of best available technology, relative benefits
and cost effectiveness as appropriate in developing global
technical regulations;

To ensure that the procedures used in developing global
technical regulations are transparent;

To achieve high levels of safety, environmental protection,
energy efficiency, and anti-theft performance within the
global community, and to ensure that actions under this
Agreement do not promote, or result in, a lowering of these
levels within the jurisdiction of Contracting Parties,
including the subnational level;

To reduce technical barriers to international trade through
harmonizing existing technical regulations of Contracting
Parties, and UN/ECE Regulations, and developing new global
technical regulations governing safety, environmental
protection, energy efficiency and anti-theft performance of
wheeled vehicles, equipment and parts which can be fitted
and/or be used on wheeled vehicles, consistent with the
achievement of high levels of safety and environment
protection and the other above-stated purposes; and
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