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AN ENABLING
ENVIRONMENT FOR
HuMAN DEVELOPMENT

The two concepts of human security and human development
are mutually reinforcing, though distinct. The UNDP report
itself, while proposing a very broad definition of human security,
was clear that the two concepts were not synonymous. Together,
human security and human development address the twin
objectives of freedom from fear and freedom from want.

People’s freedom to act can be constrained by both fears; and
for the poorest and most vulnerable members of society, poverty
and insecurity are linked in a vicious circle. Breaking that cycle
requires measures to promote human development, through
access to reliable employment, education, and social services.
But it also requires measures to promote human security by
offering protection from crime and political violence, respect

for human rights including political rights, and equitable access
to justice. The absence of such guarantees of human security
constitutes a powerful barrier to human development. Regardless -
of levels of income, if people lack confidence in society’s ability
to protect them, they will have little incentive to invest in the
future. A development optic highlights this positive dimension
of the concept — namely the opportunity that human security
provides to liberate the potential for growth.

Human security provides an enabling environment for human
development. Where violence or the threat of violence makes
meaningful progress on the developmental agenda impractical,
enhancing safety for people is a prerequisite. Promoting human
development can also be an important strategy for furthering
human security. By addressmg inequalities which are often root
causes of violent conflict, by strengthening governance structures,
and by providing humanitarian assistance, development
assistance complements political, legal, and military initiatives
in enhancing human security.

SAFETY FOR PEOPLE IN A CHANGING WORLD




