
in the text of the imperial act which was the ultimate goal of the Quebec Resolutions. His

remarks helped to reassure the "terrified Unionists" in New Brunswick, but mistrust and

hard. feelings remained.

The prominent place given to the railway provision in the proposed constitution

brought a teclinical dimension to the Confederation Debates conspicuously absent from the

comparable debates in the United States ini 1787 or in France in 1958. The railroad clause

prorppted extremeIy lengthy and detailed discussions of what we might cati today financial

management. The wearisome detail in the two excerpts that follow capture nicely the

techic~al flavor of much of the debate over the raikroad:

Hon, Mr. RYAXN-spa*ing.n favor of the resolutions on 20 February] ... I want to shew

by this [a lengthy discussion he had just finished on the econoniics of transporting a

1barrel of tkour, tha the carrying of flour over the lntercok>nial Railway will not be

so difficult of accomplisbment as people wbo have not gone into the calculation

cilos nmay be disposed to imagine. (Hear, hear.) 1 hiave here, too, ~a statement of

thie imrts offlour into New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, adNewfoundland. It is

as follows:

Imports of )Flour arl

New Brunswick 243,000

Nova cotia328,000

Newfoudland226,00


