
SChilean Mining: Supply and Demand for Mining Equipment and Services

Until very recently exploitation of the ore deposit - carried out through the Block Cavmng method at
a rate of 90,000 tpcl of minerai - was centered on the secondary enrichment of the upper part of the deposit.
This sector is being depleted, however, and a deeper area called "primnary ore" with lower grades and greater
hardness bas been developed since 1976.

Exploitation bas combixied the Block Caving system with the use of LHD transfer in a system called
Panel Caving.

Currently the El Teniente midne bas 6 productive sectors, ail of which use the Block Caving exploitation
mnethod and variants for handling broken ore. They are: Teniente 5 Pilares (until 1993), extraction with
scrapers; Teniente 3 Isia (until 2002) and Teniente 4 Norte (until 1991), both with nianual extraction; Teniente
4 Fortuna (urttil 1994), Teniente 4 Sur (until 2006) and Teniente Sub-6, ail with mechanical extraction with
LHD equipment. Teniente4 Regimiento is being prepared (1993 to 2005), extraction with LHD, as well as
Teniente Sub-5 (1994 to 2006), manual extraction.

Because of depletion in the remaining sectors of the Mine, the contribution of Teniente Sub-6 wilI
increase steadily until 2007 when it will account for 100%/ of the El Teniente midne production.


