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Political Criticism

Ameri.c`ans are nOt `vverly sensitive to criticism from

Canada. A Significant 'i^ajoritY of Amerir-ans (6-5-% to 19*)

]aelieve that when the Canadians complain about acid rain or

f'ishing r ighta or. f oreign investments. that they are a ct ing

reasonably from their point of view. This viewpninL is even

more strongly held by high income and intelligentsia (70%

and 77%, respectively) and ni^arly that strangly held (68%)

by middle clas.s Am^^^can^. Only the luwer end Aizeric-ans

have a bare majority that belii^ve that Canada is acting

r^^san^^l^t ( 521.). But, even low income are more supportive
ti

than critical of political, and policy critic:isms emanati`ng

from Canada.

A series of questions comerning r-ariadi,an trade and

investment practices were asked to ftrthei^, assess public:

attitudes taward Canada from ^e palitical persPective. These

questions were selected to establish ac-cmparisan with elite

attitudes that had been investigated in the'earliE^r Ma27ket

opinion Research Business Leaders Survey. In gen-araY,

Ameri•cans tended to disagree with the statement that Canada

practiees unfair trade by dumping low cost products into the

U.S. market and disa^^eq^cl with the notibn that imports from

Canada take jobs away from U.. .S. workers. While disagreeing

that the econom'ic threat of Canadian competition is seriaus f


