
PROTOCOL TO THE 1979 CONVENTION ON LONG-RANGE TRANS-BOUNDARY AIR ]POLLUTION ON THE REDUCTION 0F SULPHUREMISSIONS OR THEIR TRANSBOUNDARY FLUXES BY AT LEAST 30PER CENT

The Parties

DETERMINED to implement the Convention on Long-range Transboundary AirPollution,

CONCERNED that the present emissions of air pollutants are causing widespreaddamage, in exposed parts of Europe and North America, to natural resources of vitalenvironmental and economic importance, such as forests, souls and waters, and tomaterials (including historical monuments) and, under certain circumstances, haveharmful effects on human health,

AWARE of the fact that the predominant sources of air pollution contributing tothe acidification of the environment are the combustion of fossil fuels for energyproduction, and the main technological processes in various industrial sectors, as wellas transport, which lead to emissions of suiphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and otherpollutants,

CONSIDERING that high priority should be given to reducing sulphur emissions,which will have positive resuits environmentaîîy, on the over-ail economic situationand on human health,

RECALLJNG the decision of the United Nations Economic Commission forEurope (ECE) at its thirty-ninth session, which stresses the urgency of intensifyingefforts to arrive at co-ordinated national strategies and policies in the ECE region toreduce sulphur emissions effectively at national levels,

RECALLING, the recognition by the Executive Body for the Convention at itsfîrst session of the need to decrease effectively the total annual emissions of sulphurcompounds or their transboundary fluxes by 1993-1995, using 1980 levels as thebasis for calculations of reductions,

RECALLING that the Multilateral Conference on the Causes and Prevention ofDamage to Forcsts and Water by Air Pollution in Europe (Munich, 24-27 June1984) had requested that the Executive Body for the Convention, as a matter ofhighest priority, adopt a proposaI for a specific agreement on the reduction of annualnational suiphur emissions or their transboundary fluxes by 1993 at the latest,


