
Another Canadian tenor, Paul
Frey, bas been turning the
operatic world on its ear with
bis appearances at the
Bayreuth Festival, the officiai
home of Wagner opera. His
appearance as Lohengrin bas
won bim appreciation for bis
vocal and artistic talent. He is
expanding bis repertoire to
include Richard Strauss and
Beethoven on stages in
London, Munich, Cologne
and, soon, the rest of the
world.

Stratas as Tosca

Teresa Stratas, a boldover
from the operatic scene. of the
1960s and 1970s, continues to
conquer audiences witb ber
vibrant interpretations of dra-
matic roles. Recently, bow-
ever, ber focus seems to be on
recordings, botb audio and
video. She is scbeduled to
sing ber first Tosca at the
Metropolitan Opera in New
York in 1991.

The recording careers of
Canadian singers Nancy
Argenta and Catherine
Robbin, who have specialized
in the baroque and classical
eras. have won tbem apprecia-

Lortie, wbo won tbe presti-
gious Busoni Piano
Competition in 1984, bas
found bis career Ieapfrogging
over more establisbed artists.
He bas toured internationally
witb the Toronto Symphony,
tbe Montreal Symphony and
tbe National Arts Centre
Orchestra and bas attracted
favourable comment every-
wbere.

Lortie 's career bas also been
assisted by a recording con-
tract with the Britisb Chandos
label, wbicb bas enabled bim
to explore a wide repertoire,
mncluding botb conservative
and "pyrotecbnical" works,
thaï bas wbetted the audi-
ence's appetite for personal
appearances.

International competitions are
always a usful leg up the
career ladder. American
Murray Perahia and Romanian
Radu Lupu got their careers
started wben tbey won the
Leeds International Piano
Competition. John Kimura
Parker, whio won the Leeds

honing bis craft i Canadian
concert halls and opera bouses
and wbo scored a major suc-
cess in London in 1989 in
Verdi's Masked Bail. The list
of vocalists seems almost end-
less.

and now plans to make ber
operatic debut at the famed La
Scala in Milan in the role of
the Countess in Tcbaikowsky's
Pique Dame, a role that allows
ber to use ber dramatic talents
as well as ber voice.

New Generation

But there is a new generation
of Canadian singera on the
boards, a coterie that is filling
important niches ini opera
bouses in the United States
and Europe, as well as the
mnany venues at home in
Canada.
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