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Until now, imported bulldozers, such as
"Komatsu", "Caterpillar" and "Fiat-Allis", were used
in such operations. They handled the job well, but
incurred substantial exXpenditures.

With the aim of halting the purchase of
imported excavating machinery and accompanying spare
bparts, the USSR Council of Ministers in November 1987

for equipping goldmining enterprises with Soviet-made
machinery. The "T-500" tractor Produced at the
Cheboksary Industrial Tractor Plant was chosen as the

We can say frankly that this long-awaited
brainchild of the two industrial giants was, to put
it mildly, born a bit premature. Among the

housing of batteries in an unheateqd compartment, poor
arrangements of the operator's seat, lamps, etc. The
most important point is that the bulldozer can
Operate only at temperatures down to =50° C, even
though the All-Union State Standard calis for a lower
temperature threshold of down to -60° Cs

It was hard to €éxpect anything else. L8
strange but true: this machinery is intendeg for use
mostly in the Far North, yet tryouts were conducted



