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THE COUNCILS, THE COURT AND THE

SECRETARIAT

Security Council

The Security Council lias the primary responsibility under the Charter
for the maintenance of international peace and security; its functions, there-
fore, are divided mainly between the paciflç settiement of disputes and action
with respect to, thrcats to the peace, breaclies of the peace and acta of grs
sion. Until and including 1965, its decisions were mnade by an affirmative
vote of any seveii of its total of il members, including the concurring votes
of the five permanent members of the Council, thougli decisions on procedural
matters required only a majority of any seven meniber. If a member isa
party to a dispute referred to the Council, it is require4 to abstai from. vot-.
ing with respect to measures for the pacifie setulement of the dispute. Ini 19j65,
the Security Council was composed 0f Britain, China, France, th<e U~.S.S.R.
andi the United States as praet members, and Bolivia, Jvpry Coast,
Jordan, Malaysia, the Nehrlnsand Uruguay as non-permanent mmes

By September 1, 1965, the required number 0f m be teshad rati-
fled the amendment to the Charter enaii2the Securitv Council to, 15 mm


