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own species, such as actually bave been or almost
oertainly will be found in these provinces, and the
work should be for ail three combined, for from a
natural history standpoint the tbree are one. Eacb'
volume ahould b. prefaced by such a sketch of the
anatoray, habita, etc., of tbe group as a whole, as will
suffioe for the clear understanding of the contents of
the work, and no more; further information of this
sort eau ho found elsewhere. Rach volume should
contitin a kry to the specieq, so that one cm nbc'
identified as easily and quickly as possible, for very
many would use the work for this purpose only, and
the scien-tific ones will geL tb. scientific detail without
being forced Lo iL by a key, and each should have a
bibliography containiDg the tities of these standard
works which treat more fully of each division of the
subjeet. Then should corne an account of each
species, under which there should be treated the fol-
lowing topies:

(1.) Mime These, smre people who should know Ietter,
pretend to despise the study of. But flot only is the Dame
a DecessM yPreliminary to a further acquaintance 'with a
plant or animal, or to communicate with othera about it, or
to finding out what men have discovercd and written about
it; but it is also to many a pleasure in itzelf. It is surely
as legitimate a pleasure to have a wide speaking acquaint-
anoe among plants or animais as among men, and if the
acquaintance ripens into smre friendship, so much the
botter; but it is not a bad end in itself.

Our natural history should give (a) that full scientifie
name which is sanctioned by the latest conservative
authority; (b) a synonymy just full enough tc> allow other
local works to be understood; (c) the common Dames by
which it is known, widely and locally; (d) vernacular,
Âcadian F'rnch and Ivdian Dames; ail these expressed con-
ciselv and yet without confusion, by tricks of typography.

(IL) Distriution. lu general terras ehould be expressed
ConciSelY (a) its habitat and range over the. world in general,
(b) ils habitat and exact range in our three provinces, in-
cluding its relative abundance and exact localities where
very scarce. 9

(Ill.) Description, This should always be two-fold; (a)
one scientifically complte and technical, as are those in
Gray's Manual, family, generic and specific, each in its
proper place in the systeni; and (b) a concise popular des-
cription which ail catn recognize, at least for the more coni-
mon forms.

1(W-.) Habits. VerY few indeed are the books anywhere
'Which properly treat this division of the subject. Plants,
aswell as animais, should be treated as living beings, with
needs like ourselves of adapting theinielves to their surround-
ings, and 'with peculiarities of structure to enable them to
do it. This is the key-note of our whole systemi of scientific
natural history teaching, that structure and habit are insep-
arably linked, Change but together, and ïnutually determine
each other. The importance of this principle has only of
late years been fully recognized.

(V.) illuxtration. ffl the principal forme, gond figmiï
Sholuld lx, given Fortlinately alood procenwsof rpbâ.làw
pitttre>iart, Iwcoaing c'hexp. TINeleus imporeftaat fe
flot need tlier, as tliey can b. deécribed by oompuvmgjI
the more iniportant.

(V .) co,>,nici U t hi$ la meant the. relation of &@Pm"u
to mnan's goodl or injury. Forme important for food,, h
medicine, in the, arts, etc., ahotild be fu 7 treatsd l sh
references tc. technical worke on the subjeot; andgosi»
should tiiese that are poisonous or otberwlm. Injurious.

(VI 1I n fritiig 1 h ixforieil or other Ilaortios,aet&.

At firet sight it would appear that a work upos
this plan, even if troating of avery amail group, would
be bulky and otherwise tirosiome. lu realisy i I ouu
lot be so; thus the great majority of wild ànimais

and plants have buta singlesecientiflc and nooommogi
names, no uses to man, no historical or other impubrt-
ant associations, and we know nothing of theirbhabit&.
Hence this great majority would receivo neceu.arly
but brief treatrnent. At the same time this v.y
brevity wvould prove a stimulus byubhowing bow mach
remains (o be done.

Natuijal histories upon thia plan are not au expet.
ment altogether, for Engliand and other Enropom
countries bave tbem, and not only are they of t4
very highest value to a&l sciontiflo men, but tliey
make possible among the people tbe study of natu ý
in its most favorable aspect. In the Maritime Pro
vinces, the series propo8ed abovo mu8t bave equa»y
beneficent resuits.

If it appears thât such works would tell too mm*h
and thus remove an incentivo to original study, lt h
only necessary to answer that from the earliest times,
good natural histories bave etimulated the highest
kind of scientifie study, and tbe botter and more
coniplete (bey are, the more marked and excellent
bau been their influence ini thia direction.

We do flot overlook the objections to our plan;
they are altogether of a practical nature. It la truo,
the cost would be great; but thero are three provinces
to bear it. It would be difflonît to get them wéll-
written; but thero are men in the provinces to4ay
f ully capable of preparing some of them, and in time
there will corneoth ors, 'At fact, it io chiefly a question
of rnoney; if this were supplied, the reet would
follow. W. F. OANqONG.

A Christmaa Prayer.

0 Lord!1 who wast a little child Jike me,
Mtake me a holy child, like Tbee,
Ail niy life long a simple cbild to be,
For sucli the Father's face ecam 0.

-Wide-Meak.


