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___________ The principle of the tax is commendable. That it should

I.VANCOUVER, S. C., OCTOBER 6, 1917 No. 19 not be applied by the Dominion Government in a hundred
different ways is somiething that we cannot understand.
It is manifestly most reasonable and fairest to levy taxes

The. prohibition mneasure of the Provincial Goverrnent on luxuries and non-essentials and leave as free from tax

Eed at the last session of the legisiature came into effect as possible the commodities and trades that are niecessary

;1the first of October. The act neit*her pleases the out- and essential to the community for the support of govern-

utprohibitionist nor the liquor dealer, but that it is ment. In providing the sinews of war there is a double

lng step in the right direction is certain, and this will injuniction to carry out this programme. First, that essential

t 1iore evident at the rnonths go by. production be as untramelled as possible, and second, that

~ The. liquor traffic is undoubtedly an economic non-essential production be discouraged or prohibited. If it

~hroismandcannt b log toeraed.in tesesten s thought that it should be only discouraged, then the

es, which will not become less stern in the months and rneas11re of discouragement should be the measure of taxa-

cars to corne, the problems that confront civilization and tontbeor.

'eslife call for every ounce of human -energy. and From this point of view the amusement theatre tax

rai power availa'ble for their solution. Business, govern- becomes a small incident in the principie of war taxation
. etcivilization must become more efficient if the winning having for its object industrial and therefore war efficiency.

f he war and the bearing of the burdens of war are to be The application of this principle should, in Canada, be made

eted. It has never- been argued that the drinking of to ail occupations, trades, mnanufacturing and other lines of

rituous liquors prornotes efficiency. The contrary is activitY' wherein there is flot an economic need directly

denîably truc. The liquor traffic must go, not so much served.

use the moral judgment of the people has decided There is a patent illustration of this idea that so far

Bst it as because a mani cannot do his best with it as he at least has not been brought withixi the schetne of Canadian

~thut Ths ~mor thn vera uiliarin ae a~ltaxation. We refer te the automobile. The automobile is

twhich has utility must be preserved and devçloped fast becoming a necessity for the doctor, certain farmners

:~f~t wichhas et ustbe rducd ad fiall etmi-and mnany ef those engaged in businesses where quick trans-

-tdfrom our econemic if e. portation is essential. But those so engaged ferm but a

very small proportion of those using automobiles. As a
necessitY the automobile sbould be made to bear seme fair

~It is announced i the press that the moving picture tax. As a luxury the tax should be mnany times increased.

tres and vaudeville houses wiIl fight the constitution- There should bc a tax on the purchase of automo6biles anà

tY f the amusement theatre tax imposed by the Provin- automobile accessories, for maintenance and repais', perhaps

Goivernment at the last session of the legislature. This for mileage mun. If these taxes result in the decreased pur-

rgrd as in extremely bad taste. This tax has been in cliase and use of automobiles, so much the bettes'. The

ein Great Britain since it bsegan to dawn on the British capacity of the automctbile manufacturer tliat is liot used

»Yiencthat there was awar on.hand.~ 'flicaxhlas beeti for the manufacture ýof touring cars or tornnealls cati be used

odproducer of revenue andc thse people have paid it for. the manufacture of motos' truckcs or other rifunitions

bot protest, almosct glac!ly, since there was direct and of war.

tc eidece ii te md f tie tieareger hatlie But this is only ope item. There is thse application of

ping sc>methiug to w'age war. this idea to the importation or manufacture of linens, sillcs,
1,IW do not think tisat the putblie generally is protèsting jewelry, etc., and thse large numl6èr of commodities tisat

tishe payusent of itis smal tax nor do we sec, since enter' into thse public dernand ini paetim45 4lsat have very

IpbU s týig the~' ta and t the theatr maunag,g. little place li tise life of a people li tise waging of sa ife

th ate bsay esoal grounds for coplait and dealli struggle such as we are now engaged ins.


