BRITISH COLUMBIA

ADJUSTMENT OF COAL PRICES IN BRITISH
COLUMBEIA,

. Official statement by Mr. Nichol Thompson, Fuel Admin-
Strator for B, €. :—

. After the Island operators granted an increase to the
Minerg iy April last, the operators made application to the
ue] Controller, Mr. C. A, Magrath, for permission to in-
fPeage the selling prices of coal on account of the increased
08t due to this wage increase and the general inerease in
€ cost of materials, ]
A The Fuel Controller, after consultation with the Fuel
Sministrator for B. C., Mr. Nichol Thompson, decided that
: Would be better to have an exhaustive investigation of the
808t and the situation generally by the Fuel Control Auditor,
.0 that the Fuel Controller could better determine what sell-
8 Prices would be fair to the public as well as to the oper-
OIS. This has been the policy of the Fucl Controller in
Riahng with the coal operators in Nova Scotia and New
Unswick,
il As can readily be appreciated, some coal operators are
aee.d very favorably as compared with others in the same
Y0vinge, "This may be due to better coal seams or other
tiore advantageous conditions attending the practical opera-
reolls_. The Fuel Controller fully realizes that the couptry
h Allires 411 the coal that can be prodaced. At the same time,
in. 28 decided that, in granting permission to increase sell-
Drg Prices, there will be allowed only fair and reasonable
p0° ts. The result is that, in order to procure the best
msﬁ{ble output and at the same time to avoid any operator
toahlng undue profits, it has been necessary in some instances
S ave different prices prevail at different collieries which
Vapply the same markets. In the case qf the operators on
s couver Island, a differentiation in prices has been neces-
Y in order to meet the situation there.

TN d,Ill carrying out the investigatio_n, the Fuel Control

i ]lgtqr_had the co-operation of the Chief Inspector of Mines

iy o, Yitish Columbia, Mr. Georgg ‘Wilkinson, who, o.f.eourse,

b de_l‘y Intimately acquainted with the actual -conditions at-

to s g ¢oal operations. This precaution was taken in order

Sure fair treatment and consideration of the situation
all sides.

on After receiving the recommendations from the Fuel
89 tro] Auditor, Mr. Magrath sanetioned Mr, Nichol Thomp-
Mgy advise the coal operators on the Island of the revised
Se]) lm‘}m prices at which they wmay, until further notice,
: theiy output,.

Gse‘ An advance of 75¢ per gross ton of 2,240 1bs. (equal to
diahpel‘ net ton of 2,000 1bs.) has been permitted the Cana-
Wiy Ollieries (Dunsmuir), Limited, the Pacific Coast Coal
Ihax?s’ Limited, and the Nanoose Collieries, Limited. The
) lm‘l{n prices allowed the Canadian Western Fuel Com-
Drgy, .- -Amited, remain the same as the present maximum
valhng prices.

W) So far ag the householders are concerned, an adjustment

the ¢ made where necessary by the coal dealers. Under

Prog; "8l regulations, no dealer is permitted to make a net

Ao, of more than 50¢ (fifty cents) per net ton of 2,000 Ibs.,

Doyt allowing for the cost of the coal plus a reasonable pro-

of thon of overhead charges in connection with the handling
¢ coal, on any ton of coal sold to a consumer.

T § can readily be seen, there will be a difference in the

liyg O coal being sold in this territory. At the present

Same 0 other parts of Canada, different prices prevail in the

of 4 “Ities.  Ag all available coal is necessary to take care

Wiy ° Tequirements and comforts of the people, no difficulty
€ncountered in disposing of the supply.

the (2

regard to coal sold to householders and industries in
ing thlnted States, the prices paid at the mines on the Island
B ¢ GSame ag those paid by honseholders and industries in
Dlig q bTh‘e large quantity of coal with which Canada is sup-

Y the United States is sold by the operation in United
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FAMOUS CIGARETTES

Give the greatest enjoyment
and are the exclusive smoke

of many clubmen.

They are in great demand at
the best clubs, leading hotels
and on the principal steam-
ship lines of the world.
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(Good Reason for Success

The Mutual Life of Canada is a company con-
sisting of policy holders, maintained by policy
holders, exclusively for policy holders,

The aim of the company since its formation in 1869
has been to furnish the largest amount of sound Life In-
surance at the lowest net cost to the insured.

You'll always be glad you insured in the Mutual Life of
Canada.

WILLIAM J. TWISS
Manager for B. C.
’ Board of Trade Bldg.
402 PENDER ST. W., VANCOUVER.

States to the Canadian importers on the same basis as ap-
plies to the United States buyers themselves, which is accord-
Ing to the regulations of the Fuel Administration at Wash-
ington, D, C. Thus, consumers in United States are placed
upon the same basis as consumers in British Columbia.

CANADA'’S NET DEBT.

Canada’s net debt at the end of June amounted to $1,154 -
007,715, an inerease during the month of June of $9,772,087.
The revenue on consolidated fund account during June
amounted to $23,469,304, as compared Vyith $21,828,580 in
June last year. The war expenditure during June on capital
account was $14,291,523, as against $9,250,611 in June last
year. In this regard, however, it is pointed out that the
totals are merely those of accounts which have actually
passed through the books during the period.

For the first three months of the financial year up to
June 30, the revenue of the Dominion totalled $67,070,724, as
compared with $68,322,189 a year ago.




