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'lîECON VERSAXIONE.

AY are the anxioiis inquirers outside of the

~~~strcty university circie, who want to knowevery
Sday or so whether or not there is to be a Couver-

sazione tis year at the University ; and the oniy

repiy the undergraduatc caîi gi,-,' to the seeker after infor-

ination is that hie dloesn't know, lie cannot say. Sureiy it

ms about tinie now that we couiu say, anîl comîld speak xvithi

assurance about this important question, for the days and

the weeks are creeping on apace. Ini about four weeks we

wili be leaving for home to spciîd the hiolidays, anti the

Michaeîmas terin xviii be a thing of the past. I3efore then,

howevcr, the committees whichi wiiI hîave charge anti sup-

ervision over the varions departments of preparation and

work in connection with this great event shouid be ap-

pointed by the Literary Society. The more timie these

committees have at their disposai, the more coînplete can

lie their preparations, and the more thoroughily can thecir

work be accompiished. Those who have the arrangements

to inake for ail the différent features, both oid andi new,

need to have ample time to consider anti discuss the tiiff-

erent suggestions that wili be offéred, and not lue obliged

to decide in haste, withi the probable resuit of having their

ulecision animadverted upon. But the main ani very im-

portant purpose to be served i)y having the committees

appointed in the near future is, that the public wili then

kuoxv definiteiy that the University întends giving againi

this year a repetition of the deiigiîtfuliy enjoyable fuc-

tion of a year ago. That not oniy those directly connected

with the University, but aiso the people of the city not di-

rectly connected, look forward with expectant pleasure to

this event, is evidenced by the crowds that attended iast

year. and by the constant queries ever since as to whether

there wilI be another one next year. That such a feature

as a Conversazione briugs the University prominentiy be-

fore the public, and is considercd one of the great social

(,vents of the year, gocs xvîthout sayingý. It would be of
particuldr Iîenetit, and especiaIly timely this academic
year, for the facîilty to encourage the students and thc
students to aid the facuity in giving another grand recep-
tioi to the public of the city an(i the province, throwing
open xide tht' toors of Aima Mater, and inviting ail who
xviii to partake of lier hospitaiity, and iearn for themselves
that I)ea<ce andi good.xviii have resumne(i thecir reign within
hier horders.

That the consent of the authorities wiIl be obtained
without difficuity is gencraliy behieved ; for it was distinct-
]y understood by the undergraduates iri the fail thai one
of the reasons for dispensing with the timie-hionoured
Convocation exercises was because there was to be the
formai opening of the Biologicai Museum and a/so a Con-
versazione. It was decided, therefore, that this would be
enough exciteinent for one year, and consequently tlie
work of the' terni xvas comrnenced without the usual imi-

ptant introdnctory ceremnonies. \Ve siiîcerely hope that
the governing bodies wili extend every aid anti give every
encouragement to the students this xvnter to continue and
pusiî aliîad xvith ail preliiinary preparations, and that ail
xviii iunite iii xori<ing iïarnioniousiy together for the comi-
mon aimi of makirig the Conversaziomie of the year 1896
onie of the brighitest jt'weis among tue treasures of gradu-

ate mnenl<)ries, sliîingij, out the more briiiiantly for its somn-
bre b)ackgrond. For the present, it rests witiî tii'ý Liter-
ary Society to take somne detîinite step ;and it is to be
hopcd that the eiiergetic executive xviii lose no tinie iii

comning to soine decisioiiupon the miatter, but wiii proceed
as soon as possible xvitli the uîsuai prcliiminaries, whatever
they iiiay bc.

THiE QUARTERLY.

It is xvth inch picasure that we note -the appearance

this week of the hirst number iii the second volume of

Thje Quarter/y, which is very la-te in publishing thougli

weil worth the awaiting. In iooking over the 86 pages

containeti between the modestiy handsome covers, the

reader is struck xvitiî the variety of topics discussed in this

littie magazine, emliracing articles on such subjects as.

l'/'e Scottish Phi/iosoplty, by Dr. Tracy, tlealing in a brief

manner with this imnportanlt schooi of thoughit, xvîtli speciai

reference to the doctrine of perception as deveîoped in the

xvorks of Reid, Stewart, Brown and Hlamilton ; Asirée, by
Prof. Squair, caiimng attention to that charming little

seveîiteenth-cefltury pastoral of 6,ooo pages, which was

omie of the first-fruits n France of the great wave of con-

ceited euphemistic style that invaded ail the literary coun-

tries of Europe at the beginning of that century; Somg

IPhases of Altruriu, by R. H. Coats, being the first part of

what pronmises to prove a most interesting reviexv of the

différent attempts made froîn the time of Piato to the time

of Beilanîy to sketch the ideal state-Altruria, and, by

means of this review, ai) indication of the evolution of men s

ideals on some of tue varjous subjects that have at ail

times engaged their attention ; Thle Deveopnenmt of the

Science of Mineralogy, by W. A. Parks, B.A., which is an

account of the knowledge and development of this scien.ce


