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THE DU'r OF CONVOCATION.

Twn mnonths have ncw elapsed since Mr. Thomas Hodgins

placed befere the readers of THE VARsirY a valuable synopsis of

the dlaim which the University 6f Toronto has upon the Provin-

cial Government in respect of that part of the fermer endow-

ment which has been expropriated as a site for the Legis-

lative Buildings, now je course cf erectien in the Queen's Park.

This article, as well as Dr. Wilson's address on the saine subject

at the last College Convocation, were reproduced by the daily

papers of this city, and the position taken by these two gentlemen

was very generally apprcved. By these means the memnbers cf

Convocation were put in full possession ef alI the tacts of the case,

upon which is based the claim of the University on the Govern-

ment. There is ne excuse, therefore, for the extraordinary and

altogether unacceuntable inaction cf Convocation on the subject.

What is the Executive Committee of Convocation thinking about ?

Dees it net consider the question cf sufficient importance te bring

under the officiai notice of Convocation?; The question concernas

the University very deeply indeed, since it is cne cf endowment

and if the demeanour of Convocation is an evidence cf the interest

which the graduates ef the University take in her welfare, then the

University has ne very great reasen for congratulation. It is truc

that the Board of Trustees are moving in the matter, but the influ-

ence cf that bodylwith tbe Government weuld surely net be lessened

by the onanimeus appreval and active support of Convocation?

There is ne cccasicn te set eut again the University's dlaim; it is

welL-known te Convocation, and hias been known te it for a leng

time past. We may, therefore, reasonably demand of the Execu-

tive Commnittee te show cause why it has failed te do its duty in

this case. We caîl upcn it te summon ferthwith a general mieeting

of Convocation, in order that the graduates may be afforded an

opportunity of bringing te bear upun the Government. by means of

petitiens and deputations, the full and authcritative weight cf their

influence respecting a question cf very great importance te the

University.

THE REPORT 0F THE SCHOOL 0F SCIENCE.

For his admirable report on the presenit condition and pressing

needs of the Schîool of Practical Science Dr. Wilson deserves the

thanks cf aIL friends cf scîentiflc and techeical education in this

province. We regret that there is nothing which can be reperted

as having been done for the school since the former repcrt was

made. The one befere us goes ever much the samne greund as that

traversed last year, anîd is simply a detailed statement of the abso-

lute needs et the scheol, the great lack cf accommodation, and

the insufficiency ef labcratory reem and supplies. In every de-

partment the same complaints are made, and in that ef Engineer-

ing the necessity for an ;iddition te the staff is again insisted upon.

In the departments of Biology, Chemnistry and Mineralegy, more

class-rooms and Laboratories, with a separate and adequate equip-

ment for eacb, are the chief requireirients. That these are badly

needed, any one can see fer himseLf if he chooses te visit the

scboel on any regular working day.
But it is with regard te the departinent cf Engineering that we

wish more especially te deal with in the present instance. There

are now about 55 students pursuing the regular course in Engi-

neering,, and 5 takiiig a special course. l'or the intutino
these students in the strictly professional work of thieir departineno

there is only one Professer-assisted by a graduate ni the schoOî

to give instruction in the subjects embraced under the olwg

departinents :tof
1. Meclt,ica1.-Appliect Statics and Dynamics, Strengt

Materials and Thcoîy of Construction, yruisThen,

dynamics and Theory of the HydniEnin, riniliCs Tehlisfi

anri Machine Design. SeaEniernipC fCh

Il. Gcoimctrical. Gcodtcsy and Practical AstroninYi Stl"eying'

Descriptive Geometry (including the principles of MeChanical

1)rawing, Map l>rojýctions, Topography, Stone-cuttingt

Perspective, Shades and Shadows, etc.), Spherical Trjgoflornetry

As the repnrt very truly says: kC01
"LIt must bc evident te any practical teacher that the wok (

prised in the above list of subjects is far greater than sho"b
tohi ti or lii

rec ired ef one P ofesor, in justice eîther toh ssu e uobjects
self To serve the purposes of the SchooL these COi',

cno etreated in an elementary or popular way. On ted
trary, to teach themn properly necessitates unremitting S b h
investigation on the part of the teacher, and abilitieS of as .iEnlgineerin
class as. are required of a University Professor. An . nbi5

Professor must also be a man of large practical experience

profession. tO i

"The Board would, therefore, strongLy urge the appOIn rInfl

Assistant I'rofessor te take the subjects under head 11 iL ics

cal). The requirements are that he shall be a goed mnathexiaC 9

and draughtsman, and alse a practical surveyor. As, ruenta

tician he must have a thorough knowledge of the Dîffeeli ani*

Integral Calculus adteT orofLs Squaref, devoC
appintentwere made the Professer oi Enigineering COU' ordir

hmself te the subject under head I. '(Mechanical) inst ii

nary and advanced classes in these subjects, and alSO r tn~' o'f

addition te the department of Civil Engineering, a dep"I
Mechanical Engineering which would be thorougbîy fi h have

The Report goes on te show the unfortunate results whîchbv

been cue yteutriaeucoftepen staff' : iaq

"The reasen why a full course in Mechanical ngine, ýn of

net been ins .tituted, is simply that there is a sufficient au 55ibi0

difference in the work of the twe branches te render it iP JrC itb

for one professer and bis assistant te undertake both cees Who

any chance cf efflciency in either. Applications fm tinY f,1e

wish te become mechanical engineers are being cen bfrec

by the Professer of Engineering for the a'bove reas0OO ae n

his former special students in Mechanical Engineerinl neIt
this ya oohruniversities-ene te McGill College, Oe tcbtSii
high University and one te Corneil UniverSitYîC ordr h Ofe

that systemnatic instruction in Mechanical Engineering wîbecf
he , 0 i hi

ceuld net get here. As far as can be judged frein jhe ilC

applications, the school might have as maily studentsIn dh
cal Engineering as it new bias in Civil Engineerin*~ ProvidàCt

was a sufficient staff.') iateà

While we are net inclined te share altogether the vieWe en.~ a fo

in the Report, viz., that workshops are noet a iieCssi n un dera
the present, content te support the plea for the esabis 1 C

Engineering Laboratory, as, perhaps, the best coinPreiîs

the circumstances. As the Report states : sr tip,

"AL the great scheols ef Europe and the United StasCi0ehi

plied with such laborateries. They are fitted with varflqea.itieof

and instruments for determining the strength and ote qaitli

materials which fit them for tIse purposes of constr~~t Wiîb

struments for experimenting on the flow of îiquid 0 aC' ~ i

saiaYwork, with expe ,,,
special application te hydraulic and sntes S, etc., etc. ag
taL engines for making ahl kinds of engine teittke ePýle to
laboratorY may be begun on a small scale at avna

added te year by year, and weuld be cf ime 0  of tb0

students." . he 'gay of

We are well aware ef the great diffici11tîes 1ii . sitittions'
5 il

Government in dealing wjth the mnany edocatien ali bsr

this Province, and the care which is neesr te but W r

dealing with each in a fair and equitable ManrYoett osol

vinedtht hetime lias now corne for thannoer' ot d
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