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THE DUTY OF CONVOCATION.

Two months have now elapsed since Mr. Thomas Hodgins
placed before the readers of THE VARSITY a valuable synopsis of
the claim which the University 6f Toronto has upon the Provin-
cial Government in respect of that part of the former endow-
ment which has been expropriated as a site for the Legis-
Jative Buildings, now in course of erection in the Queen’s Park.
This article, as well as Dr. Wilson’s address on the same subject
at the last College Convocation, were reproduced by the daily
papers of this city, and the position taken by these two gentlemen
was very generally approved. By these means the members of
Convocation were put in full possession of all the facts of the case,
upon which is based the claim of the University on the Govern-
ment. There is no excuse, therefore, for the extraordinary and
altogether unaccountable inaction of Convocation on the subject.
What is the Executive Committee of Convocation thinking about ?
Does it not consider the question of sufficient importance to bring
under the official notice of Convocation? The question concerns
the University very deeply indeed, since it is one of endowment
and if the demeanour of Convocation is an evidence of the interest
which the graduates of the University take in her welfare, then the
University has no very great reason for congratulation. It is true
that the Board of Trustees are moving in the matter, but the influ-
ence of that body]with the Government would surely not be lessened
by the unanimous approval and active support of Convocation ?
There is no occasion to set out again the University’s claim ; it is
well-known to Convocation, and has been known to it for a long
time past. We may, therefore, reasonably demand of the Execu-
tive Committee to show cause why it has failed to do its duty in
this case. We call upon it to summon forthwith a general meeting
of Convocation, in order that the graduates may be afforded an
opportunity of bringing to bear upen the Government, by means of
petitions and deputations, the full and authoritative weight of their
influence respecting a question of very great importance to the

University.

THE REPORT OF THE SCHOOL OF SCIENCE.

For his admirable report on the present condition and pressing
needs of the School of Practical Science Dr. Wilson deserves the
thanks of all friends of scientific and technical education in this
province. We regret that there is nothing which can be reported
as having been done for the school since the former report was
made. The one before us goes over much the same ground as that
traversed last year, and is simply a detailed statement of the abso-
lute needs of the school, the great lack of accommodation, and
the insufficiency of laboratory room and supplies. In every de-
partment the same complaints are made, and in that of Engineer-
ing the necessity for an «ddition to the staff is again insisted upon.
In the departments of Biology, Chemisury and Mineralogy, more
class-rooms and laboratories, with a separate and adequate equip-
ment for each, are the chief requirements. That these are badly
needed, any one can see for himself if he chooses to visit the
school on any regular working day.

But it is with regard to the department of Engineering that we
wish more especially to deal with in the present instance. There
are now about 55 students pursuing the regular course in Engi-

- cannot be treated in an elementary or popular way.

1888,
neering, and § taking a special course. I7or the instructlonen
these students in the strictly professional work of their depaﬂm"

he scho?

there is only one Professor—assisted by a graduate of t .
to give instruction in the subjects embraced under the followi™é
departments : of

1. Mechanical—Applied Statics and Dynamics, Strength o
Materials and Theory of Construction, Hydraulics, Thef""m
dynamics and Theory of the Steam-Engine,Principles of Mecha®®
and Machine Design.

11, Geometrical —Geodesy and Practical Astronomy, ica
Descriptive Geometry (including the principles of Mecha:ea]
Drawing, Map Projsctions, Topography, Stone-cutting L Y-
Perspective, Shades and Shadows, etc.), Spherical Trigono™®

As the report very truly says : o

“It must be evident to any practical teacher that the workl‘; e
prised in the above list of subjects is far greater than sho¥'",
required of one Professor, in justice either to his students orb'ects
selt.  To serve the purposes of the School these su Jon'
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trary, to teach them properly necessitates unremitting stud?’ :na
investigation on the part of the teacher, and abilities of as hlgring
class as.are required of a University Professor. An En e
Professor must also be a man of large practical expf’ffi"nce :
profession, tofa®
“The Board would, therefore, strongly urge the aPPOi“tmenmegri-
Assistant Professor to take the subjects under head I1. ° ticia®
cal). The requirements are that he shallbea good mathemah emd
and draughtsman, and also a practical surveyor. AS a matial an
tician he must have a thorough knowledge of the Different { this
Integral Calculus and the Theory of Least Squares- devot®
appointment were made the Professor of Engineering cot te ordi”
himself to the subject under head I *(Mechanical), sttt
nary and advanced classes in these subjects, and also
addition to the department of Civil Engineering, 8 depa.rtnt,"
Mechanical Engineering which would be thoroughly efﬁCl'eh have
The Report goes on to show the unfortunate results wt'uC
been caused by the utter inadequacy of the present 5“" ’ ing
“The reason why a full course in Mechanical Engmeer: pof
not been instituted, is simply that there is a Sufﬁde_nt.a jble -
difference in the work of the two branches to render !* 1m§ with
for one professor and his assistant to undertake both Co‘;: who
any chance of efficiency in either. Applications from st efu5¢d
wish to become mechanical engineers are being continualy
by the Professor of Engineering for the above reasor have gor
his former special students in Mechanical Engineerin8 ne t0 Le
this year to other universities—one to McGill Colleg® oto obtat®
high University and one to Cornell UniversitY’in.orde; ich they
that systematic instruction in Mechanical Engineeriné lwmbef a.f
could not get here. As far as can be judged from the T pas?
applications, the school might have as many students ‘r:,'ided thes®
cal Engineering as it now has in Civil Engineering pro
was a sufficient staff.” T
While we are not inclined to share altogether the view we aré fo;
in the Report, viz.,, that workshops are not a neCCSS‘IFY;Ime tofar
the present, content to support the plea for the estab ISomise und? :
Engineering Laboratory, as, perhaps, the best compT ‘
the circumstances. As the Report states : 1 grates are fuzs i
“ All the great schools of Europe and the United <ous Bc!ﬂno
plied with such laboratories. They are fitted with var  qualiti®

- . other 4% Ly jp°
and instruments for determining the strength and cuctions w‘thwith
e5:
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materials which fit them for the purposes ij C‘f:Stan gase g
straments for experimenting on the flow of liq™ ks with exPe"ﬂclb s
special application to hydraulic and sanitary worts ¢ ¥

tal engines for making all kinds of engine test$ .etl(:’ :xPense’ e 10
laboratory may be begun on a small scalf— at htte a.dva!ltag
added to year by year, and would be of immens
students.” . ke WY ofs of
We are well aware of the great difficulties “;l instiw“or;d in
Government in dealing with the many educatlonto pser’
this Province, and the care which is necessal‘)" t ar®
dealing with each in a fair and equitable mannef ’me“t to
vinced that the time has now come for the Gover?




