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THE PROSPECTS 0F GREEK.IN one of the late afternoon addresses, it was
predicted by one who is a shrewd reader of

the signs of the times, that in a very few years
the study of Greek was destined ta shrink to
very smali proportions in the province of On-
tario. If that iS so, so mucli the worse for
Ontario! But there is room for a less despair-
ing outiook. Aithough Prof. Dupuis' opinion
is wideiy prevaient, there are good reasons for
doubting ils correctness-even as regards
Ontario. Present appearances may indicate
ratber the darkest bour before the dawn
than the twilight which heraids midnight.

No. 11.

Greek is oîîe af those studies which impose
themselves, by their itiherent value as well as
by their historie influence, ever anew on the
attention of ed ucated men. Changing fashions
in educational theory and practice may for
awhiie seeni ta thrust such studies aside.
Camipeting subjeets arise in the ever-increas-
ing compiexity of mn's intellectual and com-
nierciai interests, clamouring for recognition
often with good right, and seeking ta dispiace
themn without right. But after a time the
world flnds it cannot dispense with tbem, and
s0 returns ta them with fresh zest, finding
that " the oid wine is better."

It is true that our present educational ar-
rangements relegate Greek decidedly ta the
shade. The system of options which strin-
gently contrais aur high schools and collegiate
institutes, emaxîating as it does from that cen-
tre of iight, the Senate of Toronto University,
tends in the most direct and inevitable way tg
handicap and even ta extinguish it. With
what resuit? The President of Toronto Uni-
versity itself lately characterized, in noa doubt-
fui ternis, this system, one main feature of
which is ta ellminate Greek. In his opinion
it bas nat worked well. No wonder. The
fact is, until aur high-school teachers of
English, Frenchi and German have sanie tinc-
ture of Greek letters, they are not likeiy ta be
strikingly successi in teaching their own
subjects.

The reason is flot bard to flnd. The Greeks
were the first in the field of letters; tbey re-
main in many way.s the warid's great masters
af literary expression ; and every single great
literature wbicb bas arisen, since the sceptre


