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debts by instalînents. If such a plan were adopted creditors
would be satisfied because they wculd get their miorey ;
debtors would flot complain because they would flot be
crushed te ruin as at prescrit; and, looking higher than either,
justice would be tempered witli that quality %vhieh a highi
authority assures us is an attribute of the Great Judge of us
ail. Whi. TRANT.

The 01l Olmreh on the 111l.

T1HE congregation in which I was boni, baptized, cate-Tchized and brought up contained some elements worthy
of a better historian. It was originally composed ofa biand-
fui of Scotch folk just ernerging froîn tire log-shanty period
of tireir settlerdom inen who hiad Iltire root of the matter in
theiin." During that time their weekly Bethel had beon only
the living room of a neigyhbor's shanty, and their environ-
ment demnanded littie in thre way of elegance of attire in the
place of worship, nor did any reason exist why their bearing
towards each other should ever stiffon into anything more
than everyday familiarity. Afterwards, in the next stage of
tire church's evolution, when they were called upon to live
up to a white fraine building, with frosted windows and a bigr
porch, they were stili by no means slaves to convention in
manîiers and customns, and nany clung to tire fashion of the
days wheil a maai could go to the meeting in his shirt sleeves,
a dlean evoryday fiannel shirt bcing made to do for tire Sab-
bath's day's wear too; the which brilliant garments, while
they inade tire dance and thre logging-bee to rojoice and blos-
soin as the rose, wlîen wornl with a sadness of counitenance
befitting the Lord's day, became sober and comparatively
unobstrusive finery. Traces of the easy days wlîen parlia-
mentary procedure was an unnecessary impediment in their
business gatherings are found even now in their periodical
solemrn rows, politely termred congregational meetings. Sonie
of these liarriesque characters stili domiinate tire congregatioli.
Consequently the music follows tire 01(1 fashioned patteril of
the Covonanters who sang upon thre hilîsides and among tire
heather al hundred ycars ago ; andl the mention of an organ ini
tire service would cause a pious shiver to run down ourSct
tishi .pinies. Tire sinigiîîg is led by a precentor only, andl(
nothing less than the Psalmis of Davidi or the Paraphrases of
Scripture, sung to such tuines as Il Dundee's wild warbling
mneasures or plaintive Martyrs, wortby of tire naine,", i ever
borne throughi tire sanctified air of tlîis church. The siniging
is radically different f romn that of a city congregation. Instead
of being alarmied lest we are hoard beyond our own pew,and
se become disagreeably conspicueous, it is tire aim and object
of each individual thore te be hieard above ail the rest. One
dishonorable person used te take a inean advantage when we
get to the second or third verse, and start in a note or two
before the precentor. A certain tune, beloved by tire men
folk, had a solo for the bass, whio would hiold their breath a
line ahead .50 as to ho ready te burst upon it. A inanly old
woman whomn, as a cbild, I reinemnbersitting across tire aisle
froîn oui' pew, who ay praised bier Maker xvi' a' lier birr, and
sang throughi everything, used always to join the men in this
performance.

The churcb itself, a low rakish erection, was just the usual
white frame building whichi the country oditor deligbts to rofer
te as "la sacred edifice," and the severe simplicity of its out-
ward appearance was not contradictod by any inward grace.
It had no "lstoried windows richly dighit." They were frostedl
most puritanically witlh white paint. No more subtle means
of ventilation being providod, in surrimer tlmey were thrown
wide open, and at the evening service it was a priceless boon
te be allowed te sit rext a window through whicb. our wani-
dering tboughts ami vain imaginations careered af ter stray
crews or solitary cranes flapping across the sunset fields, or
were entertained by the challenges of an irreverent, pugilistic
robin calling from the tombstone of somne departed president
of the township agricultural. scciety; and through it ail te,
perceive the delicate back-ground of sound sent up by the
crickets and mnild-eyed înelancholy f rogs in the beaver
meadow.

The pulpit, with its red damask cushion and adjuncts,
formed the sole piece of celer in the wvide desolation of white-
wash. As te the pulpit itself, little railings and flights ef
stops, fretwork, cerner pests paintod a most barefacod imita-
tion of stono, with wide cracks running up and down them,
anade up a unique pieco of ecclosiastical furniture, resemnblingb
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an elaborated witness box, and when the minister stood up
iin it, hoe was away up near the ceiling seme place. Whien
our old pastor gave up his charge, his successor, a Knox
College young man burning with zoal, rested net day nor
nighit until the pulpit was lowered and made te look not
quite .50 liko the one fron which John Knox harangued Mary
Queen of Scots.

Tire wholo building was heated by two stoves, both at
the end opposite the pulpit, aiid long, dreary stretches of
stovepipe, supported on wooden posts, wandered disconsolately
tmp the lengtli of thre churcb, turned aside te avoid the sacred
neighborhood of the pulpit, and thence proceeded w their
separate chimineys, one leaving on tire wall, as it went, a
large brown stain cf soot. These twe stoves, however
fiercely and viciously they ramped and roared, neyer abated
ini the least ciegree tire riger of tire cliiate at thre ncrthern
end of thre edifice, and in frosty weather the breath of the
worshippers near tire pulpit senît up a steady incense duriing,
the wlîole service.

1 remnember clearly when the collection was taken tmp by
two grey-bearded eIders :who each tbrust in and eut of the
pows a polo about six feet long withi a small black velvet bag
or pocket attached te tire end. This souild-deadening- velvet
arrangement put a preîlîum on copper coin, and those rare
cnies who droppod in five-cent pieces foît bitterly that they
gained neo credit thereby.

The crowning glory cf this regime, the thistie on top of
a hiaggis, xvas J-endry tire old janitor, eue of those leud-
throated Scotchimen who neyer converse, but always shout and
enjcy being shouted at. It is thought to be a sign cf
sterling qualities and soun(l principles. Hie xvas a mari wlo
feared net tire mninister nieither regarded the session. Rie
hiad nonre of tire self effacing suavity and politeness that are tire
beautiful earimarks of a city sexton. Hie wadna' ganig tire length.
e lus fit te get tie churchi key for a person on a week day.

At tire oveuing service hoe insisted that tire cllurchb ho epty
and ligbits eut about three iminutes after tire hast xvord ini the
beniediction ; and the boys hari often te grope round în tire
dark after their biats while tlmey listemied te his remnarks that
it was timie a' decent fowk were in their beds. H1e Iiijînself
hiad nover gaid hashin' aboot at ilichts, and hience at seveiity-
three years cf age lie leoked scarcely fifty. Once our miinister
stopped ini bis sermon and asked timnidly that Mc. Se and So,
namning llendry, should shut tire door, as ho foît chilly.
Hendry sat stolidly in bis seat, and thinking hoe lad net beei
Imoard, tire nuinistor preferred bis request once more, wlmere-
upon a cavernous moutlî was opened, and llendry roared, net
by any means as gently as a sucking deve, "lThere are niae
doors open boere." On Sabbath morning wlien the cengrega-
tien was assemrbling, and tire gallant old steves at tire end cf
tire chmirch woro doing their best te anieliorate tire extrene
frigidity cf tho atieisphiere, old Ilendry would proceed
selermnly up one aisie and down the otber te test tire teniper-
ature, sniffing vociferously, as if heat wero felt by the semîse cf
sino11 . At intervals lie weuld reinark, Il She'll date a'111
thinkin'; slîe'll diao, a' fawncy ; she'1l dae," wlîicli in tire vulgar
tongrue would bo, " I find that the cburch is sufficiently anid
equally hieateci." When the yeung chîurch inienibers fornîed
a YQung Pecple's Society cf Chîristian Endeavour. and î101d
their meetings after the Sunday nighit service, Hendry teck
it as a direct onslaughit on blis early-retiring habits and for-
mnulated bis declaration of independence one evening as lie
followod us eut in the dark ; Ill biae nae unaîr o' thae 01U
,gauns. A'm detairmnired on that."

But Hendry's long blustering reign camle te ail ignonli-
nieus close wlien a new cburch, magnificent in stained glass
and otîmer adorniments, reared its gorgeous red-brick beiglit or'
tire main streot, and the old church wvas abandoned. His
place is filled by a Cliesterfieldian young man, whose caro for
tire furnace is equalled only by bis deftness in the mnatter cf
polislîinýg lamp chimneys ; but it is difficult te tell wlbetber
bis fiock are any more wlîole hearted and sincere in tbeir comil
fortable polîshed pews than those in Hendry's teipestuou5
charge. * *JEANz GIBSONl'.

A whelesome and feeling view of the woinan question,
by Mrs. Burton Smith, of Georgia, is te appear in the March'
PoPular Science Mcnthly. Mrs. Smith entitles bier essay
"lThe Mother as a Power for Woma n's Advancemnent," and
shows that womou,* especially moth ors, bave oppertunitie'S
for advancement far superior to w bat any proposed laWs

could give tbem.


