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looker can tee, the cate is hope'ess and the
Convention & failure, Mr. Laurier will no
longer be able to take refuge behind gener-
alities or hypotheses. It will nct be suffici-
ent for him to continue to assert the prin-

ciple, however sound, that Catholic children °

must not be forced to sttend Prctestant
schools, He and the Convention will have

had timé to look into the matter and decide
whether the public schools of Manitoba are
or are no% Protestant schools. Just here

very much, almost everything, will depend

upon the attitude of Mr. Laurier himeelf,

It may be that he will rise to the level of

the occasion. It has always seemed to us

that the hypothetical principle above indi-

cated, which he enunciated on the floor o
Parlisment, so far from being, as it wax

vnderstood by most, equivalent to a declars-

tion against the Manitoba school law and

in favour of the Catholic contention, really

looked the other way. It wasas if he were

laying a foundation on which he might at a

foture day take his stand, and complete his

syllogism by adding, * But the Manitoba

public schools are not Protestant schools, as

any cne may see who reads the law ; there-

twre Catholics have no real caure of com-

graint.” His remarks in a recent address to

his fellow-citizens in Quebec, in - which he

told them that * they should never forget

that, as leader of the great Liberal party of

Canada, he was the embodied representative

of all the creeds, of all the races, of all the

interests, and of all the places in this wide

Dominion, from ocean to ocean, of which

that party and the country at large are

made up, and that as such ke was bound to

mete out equal rights and equal justice to

all,” are susceptible of a similar interpreta-

tion. Should it indeed prove that the Lib-

eral leader is prepared to take his stand

upon the stable foundation of provincial

rights, and maintain the right of Manitola

and the North-West Terr.tories to manage

their own internal afla‘rs, including their

school and language policies, he would prove

himself a true :tatesman and patriot, and

would deserve the admiration of all part'es
for his manly courage. Whether he could
carry his French-Canadian suppcrters with
him, in opposition to the influence of the
Church, would be a quettion not 8o easily
answered. That Mr. Laurier should cee
his way clear ta take this position is, so far
a3 now appears, the only chance fcr a suc-
cesaful Convention.

But how about the party.in power?
Their ranks are certainly weakened by divi-
sion and by the loss of the old leaders. The
revolt of Mr, Da'ton McCarthy is a heavy
blow, They have, too, the tame Manitoka
question to face. But, mott fertunately for
the Governmen t, they have not called a Con-
vention. They wan pursue a Fabian policy
80 far as the dangerous North-West issues
are conceined. By bringing in a skilfully
framed scheme of tariff reform they may
perhaps appeace the maloontents, cr a large
proportion of them, without aliena ting the

. Eross exports.
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protected manufacturers who beatt &
openly of having given them the'r precent
lease of power. They have:till undoukted-
ly very greet strength in the country, e -
pecially in the smaller provinces. Their
rallying powers are great. Abeve all, they
have the tremendous advantage of being in
the fort, with all its ttrong entrenchments.
Happily, the country is now pretty sure of
a substantial measure of tariff refcrm, for
the people are speaking and their demand
cannot ke ignored or evaded, If right and
wise counsels prevail, the result of the par-
ty struggle, as between the “ Ins” and
the ¢ Outs,” is of minor importance.

COMMERCE BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND CANADA.

RECIPROCITY.
The stati:tics relative to the commerce

- between Canada and the United States,

as publi hed in the Trade and Navigation
returns of the Dominion, and in the an-
nual reports of the Government at Wa:h-
ington on * Commercae and Navigation”,
are very inaccurate and misleading. Thix
mainly arises from the serious defects In
the system under which returns of ex-
ports from both countries have been col-
lected. To arrive at a fair comparison of
the extent and character of this com-
merce, it is ab:olutely necessary to rely
altogether upon the reports of the im--
ports into either couuntry in order to ar-
rive at the exports from each. The fol-
lowing statements will illustrate a few of
the Inaccuracies and imperfections result-
ing from the defectiveness of the system
of collecting and compiling statisties.
Statement showing the value of mer-

chandise imported into the Dominlon of
Capadi. from the United States, and en-
tered for consumption; alto, showing the
value of merchandise exported from the
Dominion of Canada to the United
Stater, during the years ending June 30,
1890, 1891, and 1892, per Trade and Navi-
gati-n e u ns or 1892, page: viii and ix.

Imports into Canada  Exports to United
from United States, . States from Canada.

1889-90. ...852,291,978 $40,522,810
1890-91.... 53,685,657 41,138,695
1891-92.... 53,137,572 38,988,027

$159,115,202 $120,649,532

For three years excess of imports into Canada,
$38,465,670.

There is no table in the Trade and
Navigatioa returns, which furnishes a com-
pariscn showing the gross imports and
The comparison given is
very defective and misleading, as the ex-
ports to the United States include a large
proportion of merchandise not taken for
consumption there, but merely :hipped
through the United States for export to
other countries, while the imports into

Janada do not Iinclude that portion of
them which was received for ¢hipment to
othe * countries.

The annual reports and statistical abh-
stracts of commerce published by the Unit-
ed States Government are even more de-
fective than the above, because their re-
turns of exports to Canada do not in-
clude the produce or other merchandise
shipped by rall. According to the:e an-
nual reports, the exports to» Canada, dur-
ing the year ending June 30, 1892, oniy
amourted- to $85,830,456. The Chiet of
the Bureau of Statistics at Washington,
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in recognition of this defect, and in ordef .
to rectify it as far as possible, publisb®®
every year, in his first quarterly repo:-

for quarter ending September 30, stawt;,
in

menta i détail, rhowing the imports ley
the United States from Canada; and ® Iy
oréer to show correctly the exports frodt \{
the United States to Canada, he publiche® re
also in detail, a statement of the impO}'f’? W
into Canada from the United States, T
appear in Canadian Trade and Navigé’ W]

tion returns. The quarterly rieport, Naﬁ'
1, 1892-93, of the Bureau of Statistics &

Washington, furni:hes in its statemgenté i
Nos. 89 and 31, the ‘ollowing compario® ta
. : . 4 e,
B I oot borte Ihte et
1889.90. ... $39,042,977 $59,253, Ui
1890-91.... 39,087,782 58,044,081 .
1881-92.... 34,954,203 62,599,439 ::
8113,084,962 3179,896,574 " “ty
Excess of groas imporis into Canada, for abo¥,
three years, $66,811,612. . i 'FG
This thows that the reports from th% ‘y
United States to Canada during the ye8¥- h
ending June 30, 1892, amounted to $6%" e
599,439, instead of $35,930,456 as reprs or
sented in the Washington annual repoﬁ o
and statlstical abstract. As these two 887 €r
thorities are the only ones to which newe” th
papers and politicians refer, or from whi¢®
they quote, it is hardly a matter of Fur”, &g
prise that there is so much general mif. s
apprehension in the United States as . O
the extent and importance of its tré 0(
with Capada. ' It is alfo seen, that 02 3‘
balence of trade In favor of the Un! 1
&tates, for the above three years, W 4
$66,811,612, instead of $38,465,670, as 8% T
pears In the defective comparison found n &
the Trade and Navigation returns. of
The quarterly report alluded to sh0 &
not only the value of the merchandise e :?
ported into the United States from \t nerd 43:
ada, but the-value actually taken o n
for consumption, and this ennblesi"? 8 V ¢
more vauable comparicon to be riadeés k t;
follows @ R C,,n.b I
BTt T it foom the United S0
taken for consutaption.  taken for cqnsm;%ﬁ" b
1889-90. . ..$32,416,156 $52,201, ¢,
1800-91.... 85,079,402 - ; I
1801-92.... 29,452,540 53,1 ] ta
$96,018,(98 © a150,115292 5 a
Excess of imports, taken for consumpti® 4
Canada, $52,167,104. ) ‘ s N
In these three years, Capada has p r N
chaged from the United States, 6% o
cent. more merchandise than it sold a
that country. . f
CHARACTEP, OF THE CO.\I.\{[ERGE: @
The imports into each country incl¥ n
several articles not strictly mercha?® A
or products of the exporting country Ege t]
as hourehold and personal effects O'Imef 8
tlers, returned goods, and forelgl 1]
chandise. Deducting these in both J W
the imports of Canadian product# t"xw‘ o
for comsumption in the United ‘ "k
amcunted to, for year 1891-92, p C et
$24,000,000 ; the imports of United St% - h
products taken for consumption o 3% -0
to alout $50,000,000, The imports o 4
to the United States consisted of '*,"bw,‘ &
$22,500,000 in raw products, and “y b
smail balance In manuactuied and ™ 44 h
laneous merchandise. The Imports. " b
Cansda conslsted of about $24,000, A
raw products and $24,000,000 in maP™ C
ture:l goods. t
The same Washington quarterly red :2

shows thait the percemtage of Untted ¥
merchandise admitted into Canads f



