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P, up— -

IT surely cannot be with the approval of the Dominion Government
that certain of the newspapers which are supposed to speak for it are
assiduously striving to create ill feeling between the people of Canada and
those of the United States. There is nothing in the present situation to
Warrant a policy of abuse. Cunada has received neithe.r il\jll'l').' nor insult
to justify, if anything could justify, such a policy. Certain p?lntlcmns have,
it ig true, for purposes transparently partisan, spoken offensively a:n.d even
Wenacingly, but there is no reason whatever to regard these ebulhtlon? as
Tepresenting the feeling of the nation.  Quite the contrary. That feeling,
88 expressed in words by the better class of United States spcakef's and
Writers, and in actions by the people at large, is by no means unfriendly.
In spite of the great political excitement there has been little to complain
of in the tone of the more influential of their journals. Most of the latter,
Baturally enough, espouse their own side of the Fisheries dispute and do
Dot hesitate to characterize the Canadian refusal of what they regard as
the right of trans-shipmaent, as narrow and unfair. Our own papers, in thei'r
tum, describe the policy of their neighbours in terms equal.ly uncom'ph-
mentary. But these differences of opinion are by no means mco'mpatlble
With the continuance of friendly intercourse between the two nations, and
of mutual respect and good will on the part of their citizens. There can
be little doubt that an influential New York weekly voiced the strongest
88 well ag the best sentiment of both peoples, when it said, the other day,
“the whole scheme of settling this petty quarrel, which even the greatness
of the contestants cannot dignify, first, by a resort to fou.l words, then t'o
Wry faces, finally to blows—whether with gloves or without them-—is

Unworthy of two Christian peoples.”

TaE latest and worst offence alleged as jgstiﬁcation. fqr a fgood deal_ of
in‘Jeno\iary writing, and some laborious attempts to revive old issues which
V6 been buried so long that they might havg been hoped to be n‘ow p:?st,
l"38\11'1-(-3ct-,ic>n, ig the offer of annexation, said to.be under consideration
by the Foreign Relations Committee of the Umted.Sbates S'ena.,te. We
®Xpregsed, in a previous issue, our astonishment: and mcreduhty. in regard
%o thig alleged action. It is now pretty certain tbat no such ill-advised

course was even seriously considered, much less resolved on, by the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, or any other. But, had it been otherwise
would there have been anything in such action to warrant a furious out.
burst of Canadian wrath? The chagrin and loss of dignity, as well as the
stupidity, would have been all on the part of our neighbours,  Both Great
Britain and Canada could have afforded to dismiss the matter with a sar-
castic but good-natured laugh at so conspicuous a display of the lack of
political knowledge and statesmanlike sagacity. Had there been the
slightest hint of attempted coercion, either commercial or military, the case
would have been radically different, and righteous resentment in order,
But how unjustifiable is such resentment, verging on the abusive, after it
has become abundantly evident that the alleged aftront never existed save
in some fertile imagination ; and after the Senatorial leaders whose names
are connected with it, have disavowed in the most unequivocal terms any
wish to interfere in the slightest with Canadian autonomy, or freedom of
choice ! o

TrERE i3 yet another consideration that should carry great weight with
any journals disposed to chime in with the note of hostility to the United
States which is being sounded in certain quarters. It is, of course, need-
less to point out that the first effect of such newspaper articles as those
referred to must be to stir up, to the extent of their influence, be that little
or much, ill-feeling in Canada against our neighbours, and that the scecond
and reflex effect must be to cause that ill-feeling to be returned with
interest by those against whom it is directed. It would surely be super-
luous to ask any thoughtful reader to consider whether anything could be
more deplorable in itself, or mora detrimental to the best intercsts of
Canada, than to have the cordial good will which has so long provailed
between us and the people of the United States supplanted by mutual dis-
trust and enmity. He can be no true friend to Canada who would not
exert his influence to avert such a calamity. But how about the Mother
Country ! Tt so happens that Canadian diatribes against the United States
are generally associated with professions of deepest loyalty to Great Britain.
The chief, almost the only, source of possible misunderstanding between
England and the Great Republic is Canada.
a quarrel between Canada and the
hostilities.

Whoever or whatever causes
United States involves England in the
But what could be more disastrous to the world’s peace and
civilization than a war, such as has been so tlippantly spoken of of late on
both sides the Lakes, between the two great Knglish-speaking nations ¢
Still further. It does not need the eyes of a pessimist to see the indica-
tions of a great combination of European Powers, which,
objects what they may, bodes no good to England. In view of a crisis,
which is but too probably drawing near, what can be more desirable in the
interests not only of England but of the world-wide freedom of which her
banner and that of the United States are the best symbols and safeguards,
than that the great Anglo-Saxon communities should be drawn together in
the bonds of the closest sympathy and good will, if by no more tangible
tie? Canada, if true to herself and to the great advantages conferred by

her position, may become a most potent factor in working out & result so
grand.

be its immediate

'WE suppose such a thing would be contrary to all judicial stiquette, else
one might wish that Chief Justice Galt would take the public into his con-
fidence and explain the processes of reasoning by which he reached the con-
clusion that justice would be satistied and the safety of the community best
secured, by a sentence of five years’ penal servitude for the man Buckley,
There surely must have been some peculiarities in the case, some mitigating
circumstances, or some judicial principles, which the lay readerof the evidence
is utterly unable to discover, but which impressed themselves clearly and
powerfully upon the trained mind of the judge.  Meanwhile it is not to be
wondered at if, in consequence of the sheor inability of the common mind
to detect or appreciate any such considerations, the result of the trial is a
great surprise, and little less than g painful shock, to the public. The dis-
tinction between murder and manslaughter, so clearly pointed out by the
learned judge, is obvious to the simplest comprehension. The only remain .
ing question on that score is one of fact, or rather of opinion. Many, we
doubt not, will still find it extremely difficult to believe that the man who
could do his helpless victim to deuth by brutal blows and kicks, repeated in
spite of her touching appeals for mercy, did not wmean her death. This would



