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aU rticles, contributions, and letters on mofttrs lJcrtaining te fthe editoriai dcparfrnn .slould
bc adkressed ti fthe Editor, anrd nof to arîy other persofl wto nay bic siipp)1d ta bc con ncte i
with fthc paper.

Jr surely cannot be with the approval of the Dominion Governn4ent
that certain of the newspapers wbich are s1spposod to speait for it are
5 sduously striving to create ill feeling between the people of Canada and
those of the United States. There is nothinn i n the present Situation to
warrant a policy of abuse. Canada hias received neither inJury lier insuît
te justify, if anything could justify, suc.h a poliey. Certain politicians have,
it i8 true, for purposes transl)arently partisan, spokcn offeusively and even
)Ienacingly, bsut there is ne reason whatever to regard these ehuilitions as
epresenting the feeling of the nation. Quito the contrary. Thiat feeling,
48 expressed ini words by the better class of United States speakers and
Weriters, and in actions by the people at large, is by no means unfriendly.
Il, spite of the great political excitement there lias been little to coruplain
0f ins the tone of the more influential of their journals. Most of the latter,
Ilaturally euough, espouse their owni side of the Fishieries dispute and do
'lot hesitate to characterizo the Canadian refusai of what they regard as
the right of trans sghipt-uent, as narrow and unfair. Our own papers, in their
tut", describe the policy of their neighbours in terris equaily uncompli.
ientary. But these differences of opinion are by no0 means incompatible

Weith the continuance of friendly intercourse between the two nations, and
of mutual respect and good will on tihe part of their citizens. There can

blittie doubt that an influential New York weekly voiced the strougest
aw yll as the best sentiment of both peopies, when it said, the other day,
"the whole sebeme of settling this petty quarrel, which even tise greatness

of thse contestants cannot dignify, first, by a resort to foui words, tîsen to
ryfaces, tinally to blows-whether with gloves or without them-is

urlworthy of two Christianî peopes."

TIE latest and worst offence alleged as justification for a good deal of
ilicendiary writing, and some laborious attempts to revive old issues which
have been buried se long that they rnight have been hoped to be now past,
eSurrection, is the offer of annexation, said to be under consideration

by the Foreign Relations Comîittee of the United States Senate. \Ve
eePreased, in a previous issue, our astonisisment and iacredulity in regard
tO this alieged action. It is new pretty certain that no0 suds ill-advised
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course was evén seriously considered, muci less resolved on, by thse Coin-
mittee on Foreign Relations, or anv other. But, besd it bec is otberwise
would there have been anytlîing in sucis action to warrant a f urieu4 eut,
burst of Canadian wratls The chagrin and loss of dignity, as wolil as the
stupidity, would have been ail on tise part of our iieig-hbours. l3otli Great
Britaiss and Canada ceuld have afforded to dismniss thse matter with a sar-
castie but guood-natured laugis at se coîsspicueous a display of the lack of
political knowledge and statestuanlike sagaeity. 1-lad there been the
slightest hint of attempted ceercion, either commercial or military, the case
would have been radically difl'erent, and rightPous reseuttient in order.
But how urijustifiable is such resentssent, verging ou the abusive, after it
hias becoine abundantly evielent tlhat the alleged ath'rotit isever existefi Save
in somle fertile imagination ;ansd after the Senatorial leaders wliose naines
are connected witli it,, have disavowed in the most une(1uivoeal ternis any
xvisli to interfere ius the slîglîtest withi Caînadiaîs autononîy, or freedom of
choice

Tiiîîimhî is yet aujothor censitleraîtios tliat should carry great ~viltwith
any jeurnals disposed te cîsime in i vtl tho ilote of bostiiity te the Unîited
States wbici is being sounded iîî certain quarters. It is, of course, need-
less te point eut that tise first effect of suds newspaper articles as those
referred to muust ho te stir uip, te tise extent of their influence, ho tliat littie
or much, iii feeiîg in Caîsada against our neigbibours, and that tise second
and reflex effýeet mîust bu te cause that ilI-feeling te be retillrned with
interest by those againist whoin it is directed. It would surely 1)0 super-
fluous te ask any thoughftfal reader te consider whetiser anytlsing eould bu
more depiorable iii itself, or nmore detrimiental te tho best interests of
Canada, than te have the cordial gootl xvii which hias se long prevailed
between us andi the peuple of tise United States supplanited by mnutual dis-
trust and enmity. 11.e eau be ne truo frîmîd te Canada wlîo would net
exert bis influence te avert suclh a calau4ity. -But how absout the Mother
Country i It s0 happens that Canatian diatribes against the United States
are generally associated witls profession- of deepest loyalty te Grea t Britain.
Tise chief, almost tise esîly, source of possible misunderstanding betwoen
England anfi tihe Great liepublie is Canada. Wlîoever or whatever causes
a quarrei between Canada and th(e Unitetd States involves Englanti in tue
hostilities. But what could ho more disastrous te the world's.peace and
civilization thian a war, sueli as bias becen su flippantly spoken of of late on
both sides the Ljaies, between the two groat Englisi-Speaking nations ?
Still furtiier. Lt doos net neeti the eyes of a pessimist te see tue, inidica-
tiens of a greatt combination cf European Powers, wbiclî, bu its immnediate
olbjects what they may, bodes ne good te England. In viow of a crisis,
wbich is but tue probably drawing near, w bat eau be msore desirable in the
interests net unly cf Erîgland but cf tl e wvend -vide freedons of whici lier
banner tand tlîat cf tihe United States are the best synibols and safeguards,
than that tue great Anglo-Saxos comuuities sbould bu drawn together in
the bonds of tise closest symipathy and goofi will, if by no more tangible
tie 'i Canada, if true te lierself ausd te the groat advantages conferred by
bier position, niay beconse a nsost petent factor in workîng eut a result se
grand.

WE suppose such a thing wouid bu contrarv te alljudicial utiquette, else
one migist wish that Chief Justice Gait would talte the public ilio bis cou-
fidence and explain thse processes of reasoning by wbicil bue reached tise Con-
clusion that justice would ho satistied and the safety of the cumîuunity best
secured, by a senstence of five vears' penial servitude for tise mani Buckley.
There surely must bave been soute peculiarities in the case, some îitfigating
circuisîstauices, or soine judicial prixociples, wlîicl tise lay reader of the evidesîce
is utterly unable te disoover, but which impressed themnselves clearly and
powerfully upon the trained mind cf tlsejndge. I'leanwisile it is usot te be
wondered at if, in consequence of tise sheer îrîability of tue comîu,,uoi uminîl
te detect or appi-eciato any sucis coîssideratiens, tise resulft of tise trial is a
great surpr'ise, and little lessi than a painful shock, te the public. Thse dis-
tinction between murder and manslaugister, se clearly pointed eut by tise
learned judge, is obvieus te the siimplest coisprehiension. The only romnain.
il)g question on tlîat score is euie cf fact, or ratîser of opinion, Mvaîîy, we
doubt net, will stil[ tiîid it e>ntreisiely diffieult te believe tîsat tise msan wlso
could do bis lîelpless victimn te death by brutal blows ansd kicks, repeatefi in
spite cf lier teucbing appeals for înercy, tiid net mean bier deatb. Tbis would
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