o s,

i

I'HE WEEK.

¥ifth Year.
Vol. V., No. 11.

Toronto, Thursday, February 9th, 1888.

$3.00 per Annum.
Single Copies, 10 Cents.

| The Week,

AN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF POLITICS, SOCIETY, AND LITERATURR.
in a:.l;mnMs +-=One year, $3.00; eight months, $2.00; four months, $1.00. Subscriptions payable
vance,
., ADVERTISEMENTS, unexceptionable in character and limited In number, will be taken at
£4 per line per annum ; $2.50 per line for six months; $1.60 per line tor three wnonth..; 90 cents
Der line per insertion for a shorter period.
Subscriberg in Great Britain and Ireland supplied, postage pre aid, on terms following:—
06 year,ils. atg.; half-year, 6s. stg. Remittances by P. O. order or draft hould be made
bayable and addressed to the Publisher. - )

All advertisements will be sct up in suc: style s to insure THr WEEK'S tasteful typo-
graphical appearance, and enhance the value of the advertisingin its columms. No advertise-
ment charged less than ¥xve lines. Address—T. R. CLOUGHER, Business Manager, 5 Jordan

treet, Toronto. C. BLACKETT ROBINSON. Publisher.

CONTENTS OF CURRBENT NUX

ErR.

Torrcs-— PAGE
Legislation Touching Friendly Sozieties ..... e e, 163
Compulsory Early Closing..................... .. 163
Reform and Self-Government iu Colleges ... - 163
Over Supply of Teachers and Proposed Romedies ..o vvviovcininrernn e 163
The Red River Valley Railroad
Crofter Emigration...................... - ) .. 164
Parnell’'s New Tactics and Lord Salishury’s Warning ..o oo coie oivienn, 164
The War Cloud in EUrope .......c.cccoevivoiviiniiienn. 164
The Opening of the Reichstag . . 154
Rivalry of Races in Indin 164
A Negro Exodus from the Southern States 164
The Republican Press ou Mr. Lowell ........... e 183
A Danger to Canadian National Character . 165
A Question of Ethics........cccoovrerveriniriiinns, 165

TrE BANKS AND THE PUBLIC i WV H. Cross, 165
My BirTaDAY (Poem) Amy Browning. 166
LosT IN THE $NOW: AN ALGOMA TRAGEDY A. Stevenson. 166
THE CusToMs Book IMPOST ~.odJohn Hallam. 167

PROMINKENT CANADIANS —ALBXANDER MCLACHLAN: Tup Baxp or ADANRANTH,
Daniel C'ark, M.D. 164

MONTREAL LETTER. e evvovrvreovoieereniososee oo eteees oo TSP Louis Lloyd. 169
THE BaLL anD THE STAR (Poem) Seranus. 170
READINGS FROM CURRENT LITERATURE. ..................
OUR LinraRY TABLE

Tug main features of the Bill touching Friendly Socicties now before
the Ontario Legislature will commend themselves to most thoughtful per-
Sons. Such a Bill comes to the protection of the general public in mat-
ters in regard to which there is special need of such protection. In two
respects in particular the provisions of the Bill can scarcely fail to prove
beneficial to the members and beneficiaries of such Societies, without inflict-
ing any peculiar hardship upon managers or investors. They will enable
those who become subscribers to know, in the first place, the extent of the
Payments for which they make themselves liable, and in the second place
the amount of the benefits to which they, or their families, will become,
under certain circumstances, entitled. It is strange that in both these
respects there should have been so much indefiniteness as seems hitherto to
have existed in some cases. The details of the bill will, no doubt, be care-
fully scrutinized before it becomes law. In its general principles it seems
to be sound, and to come clearly within the proper sphere of legistation.

Tne same remark can hardly be made wishout modification in regard
to the Bill to regulate the closing of shops and the hours of labour therein
for children and young persons. The latter no doubt need, and are entitled
to protection, and there seems no good reason why it should not be as
Proper for the law to restrict the hours of labour for such in shops, as in
factories, though there may be more difficulty in enforcing regulations in
regard to the smaller and more private establishments. But when the
Government and Legislature undertake to make regulations for the closing
of shops in towns and villages at certain hours, they approach delicate
ground, and will need to step cautiously to avoid trenching upon the
liberty of the subject. It is, no doubt, a source of vexation and injury
that, under present circumstances, the obstinacy or greed of one or two
individuals may defeat an early closing movement in a whole town or
Street, and deprive numbers of young persons of needful rest and relax.
ation. But to put it in the power of the majority to dictate to the minority
in regard to the managewent of their own business seems hard to reconcile
With our modern ideas of individual rights. No doubt the provisions of
the Bill to be introduced will be closely scrutinized, and some means may
be found of securing the rights of the young in shops, in respect to hours
of closing, without too arbitrary an interference with the rights of person
and property, but how it is to be done is not at present very clear, To fix

by law the hours within which traders may sell or customers purchase
ordinary articles of merchandise, and especially household supplies, seems
hardly possible in a free country.

Tur movement amongst the students of University College for the
abolition of ‘‘hazing,” is commendable, and will no doubt in the end
succecd. This practice, in common with certain other old but reprehensible

college customs, is far better honoured in the breach than in the observ-’

ance.  All such assumnptions of superiority on the part of one set of
students are contrary to the spirit of the age ; and the indignities and out-
rages to which they sometimes lead will no longer be tolerated either by
collegiate or by public opinion. It i high time for all of these obnoxious
survivals of an earlier stage of educational civilization to follow fagging
and fisticuffs to the limbo of half-forgotten University traditions. The
time has arrived when it may be safely left to the slower attrition of ordi-
nary academical and social influences to polish off the angularities of the
freshman character, and to tone down those little airs and assumptions
with which he is wont to trench on the monopolies of his more advanced
fellow-students. The idea of originating the movement for the abolition
of ““hazing” within the ranks of the students themselves, apart from any
external pressure, is an excellent one.  With such young men as now
make up the bulk of Canadian undergraduates, it is not too much to
expect to find this method of self-reform and discipline becoming at an
early day the rule in all our colleges.  Under a well developed system of
self-government the occupation of * the Faculty ” as a disciplinary force
would soon be gone.

ONE of the chief difficulties in the working of our Public School system
seems to arise from the fact of an over-supply of teachers. The Principal
of one of the Model Schools, writing to the Educational Journal, says that
notwithstanding the increased difficulty of examination papers and greater
stringency in the requirements in several respects, five hundred more
teachers were licensed last month than the needs of the schools demanded.
The inevitable outcome will be, he predicts, a rapid exodus of the best
teachers out of the profession in order that their places may be taken by
the cheaper recruits, many of whewm are, as the Inspector of Peel put it in
one of his reports, legal infants. The Jowrnal correspondent suggests as
the most judicious and effective remedy that the minimum age of qualifi-
cation for taking charge of a school be raised to twenty-one. It is now
eighteen for males and seventeen for females. Meanwhile our neighbours
across the line are, we observe, troubled with the same difficulty of an
over-supply of those ambitious to be teachers. Amongst other public
bodies the Merchants’ Exchange of Buffalo has been discussing the ques-
tion, and proposes a somewhat novel method of solution. It has, by a
strong majority, after vigorous debate, adopted resolutions urging the
Legislature to provide for the selection of teachers in the common schools
by competitive examination. The action of the Exchange has been
seconded by a petition signed by three hundred Buffalo ladies who believe
that an application of the Civil Service system to their schools would
elevate the standard of public instruction. Tke Buffalo proposition pro-
vides that appointments shall be on probation, so that if superiority in
the competitive examinations shall be offset by defects of temper, character,
or conduct, the probatiorier may be dropped from the force at the end of
the provisional term. As the names of competitors are to be concealed
from the examiners and examinations conducted in writing, this prelimin-
ary test is an essential part of the system. The method is certainly
worthy of consideration in other places besides Buffalo, where there is over-
supply, and at the same time abundant necd of a stringent process of
selection of the fittest.

Tue Attorney-General of the new Manitoba Government has been
speaking to an interviewer some brave words with regard to the Monopoly
question and the intentions of the (fovernment in the matter of the Red
River Valley Railway. His alleged utterances do not harmonize very well
with those ascribed to Premier Greenway, who is represented as saying
that the road shall be built in a peaceful and constitutional way, whereas
Mr. Martin, if correctly reported, declares in substance that it shall be
built in the shortest and guickest way, through the landg and in spite of the




