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Paschal  Baylon,

A VITAL DECISION FOR AMERICAN

' SOCIETY
The Finding of the Supreme Court

of the United States upon Divorce.

ok —— -

The Supreme Court of the United
States has just promulgated a decision
that will affect the social order of the
American people vitally. It is the
most important judgement upon soci-
ety that the high court has delivered
since a spring day half a century ago,
lacking a twelvemonth. The Dred
Scott decision of 1857 affirmed that a
slave could not become a freeman by
the mere act of taking up residence in
a free state; the Haddock decision of
1906 declares that a married person
cannot become an un-married person
by the act of taking up residence in a
lawless state. The principles of a com-
monwealth righteously founded are up-
held, though in the one case four million
fellow creatures must remain slaves,
though in the latter case thirty thousand
children must be found illegitimate.
The Catholic Church, meanwhile, is

-encouraged in her long and single com-
bat against the sacrilege of matrimony.

In this test case, Haddock vs. Had-
dock, the couple were married in New
York State, but immediately the hus-
band left his wife and took up residence
in Connecticut. The case: does not
present the most popular form of di-
vorce, for thirteen years passed before
the husband set about to secure the de-
cree. The Connecticut courts granted
it. The wife had remained in New
York State, and, upon appeal, the Su-
preme Court held the decree invalid be-
cause Connecticut had no jurisdietion
over the wife.

The decree of the national court is
final and binding. Whatever oblo-
quies, deserved and undeserved, may be
the lot of other American institutions,
the supreme tribunal flourishes in the
pure atmosphere of undeceived rever
ence. The comments reproduced be-
low are given only as indicating the

trend of thought regarding a momen-
tous question of modern social life in
Which the Catholic Church holds such
a unique position.

The pith of the opinion of the court,
—which was read, by the way, by
Justice White, one of the Catholic
Justices on the Supreme Bench,—is
expressed in the following extract:

Under the rule contended for it
would follow that the States whose
laws were the most lax as to length
of residence required for domicile as
to causes for divorce and to speed
of proc:dure concerning divorcel
would in effect dominate all other

States. In other words, any person

who was married in one State and who

wished to violate the marital obliga-
tions would be able, by following the
lines of least resistance, to go into
the State where laws were the most
lax and there avail of them for the

severance of the marriage tie and the
destruction of the rights of the other

party to the marriage contract, to

the overthrow of the laws aud public
policy of the other States.

Thus the argument comes neces-
sarily to this, that to preserve the
lawful authority of all the States
over marriage, it is essential to decide
that all the States have such authority
only at the sufferance of the other
States.

The American press, struck with the
gravity of the finding has, discussed the
case and the consequences very fully
and freely. “The greater portion of the
press hail the decision as a godsend,”
as one review puts it. “The decision
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strikes a direct blow at the disgraceful
South Dakota divorce mill,” says the
Baltimore American, bravely. The
Philadelphia Ledger welcomes it as
“a check upon a downward tendency.”
““The Supreme Court’s pronounceiment,”’
finds the New York Press, “should serve
to bring some semblance of order out
of the chaotic, confusing, topsy-turvy
jumble of State divorce laws, whereby
couples who are legally married in
California are constructively bigamists
in New York.”

The wing of the press which deplores
the decision is made up chiefly of those
who wince at the consecuences upon the
innocent (sic) third parties and the
hapless children born of union now
affirmed to have been illegal. The New
York Evening Post, in answer to such,
recognizes the present as “a case of un-
avoidably doing ill that good may
come.” The Providence Journal adds
fagots to the flames of the victims;
“These mythical domiciles have long
been a national reproach, of which
Rhode Island, by reason of its past en-
couragement of such evasions, must
take its full share. The ‘prominent
families,” whose reputations and proper-
ty interests are involved have sowed
the wind, and they are reaping the
whirlwind inthenatural order of things.”

The limitations placed upon the di-
vorce process will reduce the propor-
tions of the national disgrace that the
Catholic Church is seeking valiantly so
to blot out. The marriage laws of the
different States are so various that it is
impossible to classify them, but it is
obvious that many discontented spouses
will find it difficult to get a loophole in
the statutes of the State in which they
happen to reside. Some States have
been moderate, comparatively, in the
conveniences they provided for the
marriage-breaker. Indiana, at one
extreme, allows eleven causes for the
nullification of a marriage; New York
allows but one cause.

The Church finds as much cause for
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decision as in its direct effects. What-

ever “higher eriticism” may deduce by
hair-splitting, the ruling of the most
respected institution of the republic will
brand divoree in the eyes of many of
the American public who may have
heretofore been in doubt about the
degree of the evil. These persons will
be further influenced by the family
desolations of divorcees that they
will have an opportunity of witnessing
for a long time to come. The press has
declared that 30,000 children will be
found illegitimate, but that is not all.
The New York World, in a stroke or
two, outlines a picture whose details
will be only too vividly filled in with
the widespread tribulations of the
divorced:

Consternation and anxiety have
been caused in all parts of the country
by the decision of the United States
Supreme Court in the Haddock case.
A large number of persons of high
social standing and wealth are affect~
ed, their marriage tainted, the legiti-
macy of children placed in doubt and
vast property rights menaced.

All these things will startle the mass
of the people into a realization of the
meaning of divorce. It will repel them
from it and its loathsome social stigma.
They will be led to reflect and in their
clear moments of introspection they
will behold every Christian Church in
the country countenancing the im-
moral modern custom,—every one but
the Catholic Church. Noble North
Carolina preserves the integrity of sacred
marriage. May the other American
States soon return to the full dignity of
respectable law-making bodies, respon-
sible to the posterity of their people.

She—So you think that men are
smarter than women, do you?

He—Some men, but not all.

She—Well, what men are smarter?

congratulation in the significance of the

He—Old bachelors.
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Small Prices for High-class Carriages.

We are in the buggy business

We sell three of the most popular lines on the market and at prices that

are something of a revelation. They are all fully guaranteed by the maker and by us. Made of the best of
material and by the most skilled of workmen, they look well and .wear well and are easy runners.
The prices and the quality can hardly be reconciled, the quality is so high and the prices so low but the

story

behind our purchase explains all. “The carri
- the dull season in carriage factories.

ages were ordered sufficiently long ago to be made up during
They were bought in sufficiently large quantities to secure for us the

very lowest possible prices, and that was another powerful price-reducing influence, and above all, our small
margins and quick turn-over policy obtains in our buggy business, as elsewhere. '

Here are the lines we sell, Judge the values for yourselves, but in
the quality is superior.

Piano Box Buggy

Wheels, Sarven Pattern, ¥in. tire,
Axle 15-16 in.; Painting, body black,
gear, dark green; Trimmings, leather,
spring back and cushions with carpets
in bottom of box, nickel rail and eaps
on hubs. With shafts only

Sidespring Road Wagon—Wheels, Sarven pattern,

% in. tire; Axle 15-16 in.;

bottom of box. Withshafts only

Painting, body black,
gear, green; Seat roomy with solid back and spring
cushion. Trimmings, imitation leather, with garpet in

studying the prices remember t.hgt

4 in. rear, pair eliptice 1§x4 in. leaf; Axles 1-16 in.;
Wheels; Sarven pattern 28 and 42 inches tire 1x5-16 in.;
Pole only; Body 32 in. wide by 7 in. deep. 7 ft.5in.
outside with tailgate; Painting black body, green gear;

Democrat.—Springs, front, triple eliptic 1}x5 and  Trimming imitation leather .................. 66.00
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[len’s Shirts

is one of the most -carefully
selected lines of merchandise
in this store. At no other store
can you see such a generous
variety, and nowhere else are
such remarkable shirt values
given for the money.

English, American, and Cana-
dian shirts in starched and
negligee styles, prices $1.00, $1.50
and $2.00. Shirts of like quality
to these are sold for considerable
more at other stores.

Good Clothiers 600 MAIN ST.

N\

$250

before they buy.

We want all purchasers to see our

NORMAN LINDSAY LIMITED

284 PORTAGE AVE. WINNIPEG

PIANO

Easy Terms

/ .

Current Comment

(Continued from page 1)

When it became known in the South-
ern States and especially in Georgia that
Father Sherman, S.J., the distinguished
son of the famous General Sherman, had
started from Chattanooga, Tenn., with
an escort of United States cavalry, to
trace out and follow his father’s “march
to the sea,” the ardent Southerners of
Georgia protested so vigorously that
President Roosevelt ordered the prompt
return of the escort. This outburst of
Southern indignation was at first mis-
taken by some non-Catholic papers as a
manifestation of bigotry against a Jesuit
priest. But it now turns out that
what excited the Southron’s ire and es-
pecially wounded the Georgian’s pride,
was not any question of religion but the
implied belief on the part of the Wash-
ington authority that General Shermans’
son would not be safe in his search after
parental memories unless he had a
military escort. Moreover is it also
officially announced that the idea of
the expedition did not originate with
Father Sherman but with the Washing-
ton military chiefs.

The trip had official shnction because
of the war Department’s desire to ob-
tain a detailed map of Sherman’s itin-
erary. A practice march over the trail
of the invading army had been consider-~
ed for some time, and the invitation was
extended to Father Sherman by Secre-
tary Taft at the suggestion of General
Barry, assistant chief of staff. While
at Springfield, Ill,, he was requested to
report at Chattanooga as soon as pos-
sible, arriving there on April 28. The
commanding officer of the post supplied
him with a mount, rations and instruc-
tions, and the party left the fort Sunday
night. They took with them a pack
wagon loaded with rations and bedding.
It was planned that the trip should
last eleven days.

When Father Sherman heard that
objections were being raised, just be-
fore the start, he said: “I am very sorry
that mistaken impressions of my part
in the trip have been spread. I did not
suggest it to the government, and will
pay my own expenses. It was not
my intention to recall old sores to the
people of Georgia and South Carolina.”

——

The Most Rev. George Montgomery,
titular Archbishop of Osino, and co-
adjutor of the Most Rev. Patrick
William Riordan, Archbishop of San
Francisco, has requested all pastors and
curates who were burnt out of their
churches and homes, to live if possible
at present in the same locality as their
parishioners; to sleep in tents if neces-
sary; to eat the provisions which the
poor are eating, and by their fortitude
assist in building up the hopes and
faith in the people that have no homes.

Archbishop Riordan, who was absent
at the time of the disaster, returned as
soon as he could and appeared at a
meeting of the citizens’ general com-
mittee of San Franecisco on Saturday,

April 28, and in an eloquent speech’

counselled harmony between those who
are striving to bring order out of chaos,
and predicted a city greater, more
beautiful and a more striking example

of American pluck and enterprise than
the old San Francisco.

“Union should be our watchword,”’
said the Archbishop, “and whatever dif-
ferences may have existed between the
men of this community in the past
should be wiped out. The Catholic
Church is among the heaviest losers, but
we are undismayed, and I come here
to-day to tell you that the noble men.
and women over whom I have direction
are at your service.”’

The recent experience of the Mayor
of a Wisconsin city is not, however, so
optimistic. He writes to the Mil-
waukee “Catholic Citizen’:

I spent about ten days in Frisco
the latter part of March and the first
of April, during which time T was ask-
ed for more dimes, saw more drunken-
ness, heard more blaspheming, saw
more gambling on the street than in
any other city I ever was in. If you
take a walk through Chinatown, you

- will notice that a white man manages
the most immoral shows that are ad-
vertised. Most of the grocery stores
sell liquor and have a bar in the rear
of the storeroom. One of these gro-

cers informed me he had sold 300

gallons of whiskey in one month and

mostly to women.

I attended Mass several mornings;
most of the worshippers were children
and very old people.

The history of the Philippine Islands,
written by David P. Barrow, superin-
tendent of public instruction in the
Philippines, for use in the schools of
the islands has been rejected by the war
department. The history is largely
made up of bigoted attacks, direct and
indire?t, on the Church, and was sub-
jected to a scathing review by Arch-
bishop Harty of Manila.

The war department informed whe
publishers of the book that the history
contained statements offensive to Cath-
olics, and would not be, on that accou'nt,
introduced in the Philippine schools.
This decision is final, and the prospects
of the future use of the history are not
worth considering.

————

The Marquis of Tovar, the Spanish
ambassador to the Vatican, has arrived
at Madrid, bearing the golden rose and
a letter. from the Pope to the Princess
Ena of Battenberg, who is to be married
to King Alfonso June 1.

THE SUNDAY AFTER

The awful calamity that overtook ‘
San Francisco made the Church services
of the following Sunday extremely im-
pressive. The consciousness of the neste
ness of death that had been brought
home to the thousands who in the early
morn of the preceding Wednesday had
been terrorized by the most disastrous
earthquake that ever visited the Pacific
Coast and by a conflagration which in a
few hours eat out the heart of the city,
this consciousness, we say, made home-
less thousands bow in awed reverence
before their Maker and thank Him for
having saved them from the awful
fate that had overtaken so many in the
doomed city.

Not one of the churches that had




