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reasoniably predicate pain, sorrow and wrong, and are flot puzzled at theji
existence. It is only on the theory of a goodZ God controlling- the universi
that ive stand dUmb witîh confusion and wonderment in the prcscnce of ail thi
voe, pain, misery and wrong iil whichi the ivorld is filled,-this terribli
Istruggle for life," ivlîere the strong prey uipon the xvcak, %vhiere animal cals

animal, and mar cats nman !Thle theologians hlave b-rd upwvards of lwc
thousand years to rednIC e the inaterialistic paradoxes of' Epiciu.1 on the
existence of evil, but have thev donc so ? If there be a Gori andfihe is
ail poiwerfttl, lic Coi' i reiose the su;rplus cvi! and pain froîn fic svorld, and
If he is ail good he a'alreinove il, is an argument which lias ncr'cr yet been
answcrcd by a Paley, a Butîler, a Dawson, or any other Chri tîian thcist or
Bible apoiogist. 1 use fie phrase '"s/o-/u e il and pain II f r tilî eao
As a sort of apology l'or the rank îîîalevolence ahi-oad ]in the worid, and as anl
argument for flice existence of' a I)eneficcuit God, Chbristian tlîcîsts teli uis Ibat
pain is nec essai-y as iin sînte(cento f ie îîroper cijfiynient of îîleasure ; liat
il is iecessary to flie growth ancd devclopmnent of« character ; that the storîn on
tIse ocean is an cssenti,îl pre refluisitc' to thic adequate enjoyment of te 5111)
sequent cain ; that ail smnooth sailing ivould be nionotonous and insipid. Nowv,
ive ivill admit flins for the sake of fice argument - but there yct remains the
mass of su/us cvi l to b accounîtced for, ivhich is xvholly unnecessary for sui-h
corrective and distributive Surposcs. IL înay, perha>s, ]le nec-essai-y thal the
tempest toss tlie ship absout on fhl(i osi1 of tlie ocean iii order Ihit flie living
freighît may have a keieer iîppreciaîion of flic succeeding calm, iit also te,
develop aivc and stibliînity Ini Ilcir lîreasts bu)lt ho acconmplishi this it is scarccly
10 the purjiose Il) senfi ail to Uic bottoim of flie occan. That ive may hlave a
proper relislî for oui- food and a dite aplireciation of tIse blessings of a good
appctiîc it may be nccessary that ive feel the pangs of hunger and starvati'on
occasionally but to give is tfis whlsomne discipline àl wVouLtl scem scarccly
nccssary that millions Of humait beings shoulcl actually be starved ho dcath

Now, ou flhe tlîcory of' ùzexorab/c /au', insteacl of a belefii-e,,t r'dnc,
we arc isot surprised that a ship wvhichi is usot strong enougli to ride the storin
should go lu flic boîîom, cen though fivc lînnidred bishops anîd clergymen
should be aboard sîipplic-ating anl uuknoivni (;oc for succour. On flic tlscory
of inexorable andi mecics5s lawv ii whicls ive are fast bound, ive' are not

Il uzle "that millions of' luman beings should starve 10 death whvien. these
laws or conditions of nature arc s iolaîed in overi-population and a false
political and social econorny. Or ivihcn a Tay bridge goes down ixîtli ils
living freighît under fice pressure of train anîd' tempcst, tlie athecist is neither
surprised nor puzzled -but the Christian, who svorsbips a bencs'olcnt (?) God
and believes that isol a liair falîs frount his liead ivithout [ils notice, c ai uly
look at SUcb a malevolent horror in dîîmb silence and aînazceîîî, li-e lias no
explanation. Our thcory of flie pi-esence oif cvil in tisc %vorld is, therefore, ai
least rational ;but iis flice Christian 'flsory rational ? Is IL i ational to sup-
pose tIsat aIl tlise pain, sor-ow, anid ex il ii flic %vorld have becis caîîsed by the
puerile circunistancc of of' a Wumian cating anl aplile 'l'This wvould be as
monstrously uinjusi as It is i-rational and absurd.

As 10 tlie origin and maintenance of life I wilîu Gui Il It is quite as
comprehiensible and ralional witIiout Goi as ivith one with the Christian con-
ditions and qualifications. Al unlivel*se Of malter Colitaining flic Il promise
and potency of ail foi-ms and qualifies cof life II is as intelligent and corn
prehensîble as a God ouiidie tIse universe cmbodying the l)otency of ail life.
From tIse tume that Lucretius declarci that Il Nature is scen tu do ahl things
spontancouisly of berseif xihout flic nsieddling of tie Gods," aînd Bruno that
matter is flic Il universal niother %vho briîîgs forth ail tliings as [lie fruit of lier
own womb," down 10 Prof. Tyndall who discerns in niatter Ilîlc promise and
lîotcncy of every forum and quality of life,", scientists ]lave nex er been able 10
discover the leasi intrusion of any creative powver ihîto flie operalions of Nature
and flhc affairs of tbis world, or the least trace of interférence by any God or
gods. In tIse primes-ai ages of ignorance andl barbarismn the gods svcre stip-
posed to do everyîlîing, from the production of wind, rain tempest ' thrinder
and lighting, carthquakc, etc., down 10 choiera, measles and vîoîgcuh
Science noiv explans ail tliese thîings and a Ihousani others. linleci, in
modern plsilosophy there is absolutely no roomn for the gois ]il the universe,
ane1 nothing left for them 10 do. And there cannot bc any roomn beyond il for
tbem, for Ilabove nature ive cannot risc."

l'le materialistie llîcory (and to il wve subscribe> is that tliere is but one
existentce, the universe, and that il is eternal-iîiout beginning oî enid,--that
the malter of the unîverse neyer could have been creatcd, for E'x nihilo Ii/il
fit (from, nothing nothing cani come), and that il contains within itself the
potcney adequtîae 10 t11e production of ahl phenomena, This ive tliink 10 be
more conceivable and intelligent than the Christian theory tIsat lucre are two
cxistences--God and ihe universe-and that there ivas a lime sx'hcn there was
but one existence, God, and that after anl indefinite period of fluiescence and
9masterly inactivity II be fimîally creatci a mniverse cubher out of Iîimself Or out

of notliiîîg,--eitlsetr one of svlich p)rop)ositions is1) Iliilosoplîically absurd. And
in eilber case to s îy iliat G(h i wotilr be itîfinlite %v.suldlbe equally absîiri.

Nap)aie, 011i., \î il _>j. i~

r TRADE-FINANCE-STATISTICS.

RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS.
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Week
lG ranci 'liii-l ..... Aprîl 24
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Toronto & Nipissiifg r 4
Midland ............. 14
St Lasvrei!et-&o5îtawi '
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CHANGE 0F TIME.
We %vonid cail the attention of ouiri teaders to the change cf ime on the Q., M., 0., C-

0. Raiiway adveîtiseid in oui- coiuns to0 day, te takle effeci on and after Monday, May 3rd.
'['ho incrcased facilities in Train ser vice ansd chansge of heurts of arrivai and deparlure ho
frec tse l-eqltirecmcnts of butsinîess filn shiow tisai tiis favoîîrite line continuecs to 'kccp the
consfoît lird itîteiesis oif fic travelling public ,ilwNays iii vievv andi îith nmagnificent palace cars
on1 d:îy traîins and' sleepsing cars oii nighit trains bctsvecn Nloistiîcal aîîd Qîrebre, 55e nay expeet
tisai increased h ,9vei and revenute wsiIl teward theii effor ts.

"Jlit, FARMLR,;' oe.v u f lorne-groown (h,îjr ini the is0 town, in England and
liV'ales for tic weekclî eid A1urii 3r(1, 1880, and for the coiiesponiding sveeks of the
previous tine vc.srs and fic tire cky average prices :-

Qrs.
1

8 8 
.......................... 24,60)

1879........................43856

1878- - - - - - - - - -............... 31,415

1877- - - - - - - - --...ý ...........34115
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> 'l'ie iccilts iii l'ive Stoek ahL Nesv Vciîls

fîsilovrs :-

Aptil ig ............. ....... -..
Aprili ..... ...................

Aprîi 5..s.................................
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