B ommeriinmy KN INSTRUMENY OF REGERERATION.

" the change§ whwh Chnstlamty wrought in the early be-.

' hevers,—turnlng selﬁshness mto Tove, and avarice mtov
 generosity, and sensuahty into ‘self-denial ; makiiig the -
eﬁ'emmate manly, the ambmous humble, the revengeful
: meek the formalist a spmtual worsh:pper, the u're.lglous
" devout and exemplary ; convertmg a’ persecutor mto an
/Apostle, a hypocntxcal disciple  of Moses mto a smcere
follower ‘of Jésus, an idolatrous and proﬂlgate pagan mto
a real Christian ! What more could we say than'is con-
veyed by. this last expression to him who understands, on
the one hand the requisitions of Christianity, and on the
other the habits of Pagan life? What a contrast do they -
present! Yet how ofien was 1t ‘realized in the expen-

ence of the same individual.

Such was the operation of Chnstian‘ity in its commence- -
ment. - But its work is still regeneration.” Men are-still
corrupt. The world is full of wickedness. - Men are de«
praved ; depraved by their own will and-act, but only the
more depraved because their will consents and their own
act aims the blow at the soul’s. integrity. They need- to
be converted, to be changed; now, as much as-in the days
of Christ and his Apostles. They need to have- their
&ttex,;ti@ll afr.ested, their thoughtS; turned in upon them-

‘selves, their souls clegnsed,. their lives reformed. ' The
vigible change will in most: instances; perhaps; be léss
strongly marked, but the effect. which may be traced io
the Gospel will be scarcely.less- sttip'endoils,' ‘and 'in no
degree less important, than was produced in Jerusa.lem or
Coxmth U )

- We beheve ‘therefore  in. regeneratxon ~—as a work
Whlch it is the office of Christianity to. effect by -briniging
the.soul to & voluntary’ relmqmshment ‘ofall its evil habmz



