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LAST month we made some quotations
Repairing 01O rmllarsdt'wrko lse

Plastered Work.-fo ilrsnwwr n1 lse
and Plastering," of a practical kind.

'Ne follow up these with more of the same nature:
" Vhen repairing or making additions to old plaster

xvork, care should bc observed in cutting the joints, so,
that the key of the existing work is not injured or
broken. The joints one svay should be cut on the stud-
ding or joists, and in a line with the laths the other
way. A joint at the edge of a latb is stronger than at
the centre, If the Iath work is tveak, the joints should
be cut diagonally. Neyer use a hanmmer to cut joints
on latli svork, for the repeated impacts wyill weaken and
crack the old work. It the old plaster is hard, cut the
joint with a saw, or wvith a hammer and chisel, and
finiqh with a strong knife, Avoid acute angles in
patches ;square, round ni oval patches ont only look
better, but are rnuch stronger than ziz-zag ones. Hav-
ing cut the joints neat and square on edge, and then re-
paired the nid Iatli work, brusi, the joints and the latlha
with a dry broom, and then wet the joints, but only
damp the latli tork, as excessive seater tends to warp
the latths. The joints are sornetintes painted to prevent
danmp from extending to the oid work, or causing injury
te, any surface decoration. Gatiged coarse stuif is gen-
erally used for weighing out, and gauged puti v for fin-
ishing ordinary work. The coarse stuff is generally
gauged with coarse plaster. For small patches, the
whole thickness is gcncrally brought ont in one cent,
but for large patches it is best to lay a first coat and
then scratch it in the usual way. If tirne permits, this
should stand for one day, or evcn two, to allow the lath
work to settle. The stronger and stiffer the gauge. the
less power the lath will have to warp. The floatinig
coat is gauiged moderately stiff with coarse plaster, or
wvith fine plaster and coarse in equal proportions.
When laid the surface is ruled in with a straight-edge,
keeping it within the fine of the nid work to, allow for
plaster swelling, and a thickness of i-i6th inch for the
finishing coat. .Jt is often necessary to drag the surface
down to, allow the finishing coat to he ruled fair and
flush xvith the nid work. 'Ihle surface should he left fair
but rough. Gauged work should neyer be scoured, as
it only kilis the plaster, and therefore weakens the body
of the material. The putty for the final coat should be
gauged with fine plaster and a little size water. After
being laid, the surface is ruled flush with the old work,
and Mien firin it should be smartly trowelled off, and
flnally finishied with a semi-wet brush. The joints
should be trowelled flush and snmooth, and the old part
brushcd to free it from any gauged stuif. Ail rubhish
should he damped as it falls and removed as soon as
possible, to prevent further dust and dirt. Parian or

other wvhite cements are used for best work, or where
tinie is a consideration. Ail white cements having
plaster for their hasis are manufactured to be non-
effervescent, non-porous, durable, free from liability to
unequal shrinkage (which causes cracks), and free in
working. They form admirable materials for repairs or
additions. When making good old or broken lime
plaster wvork wvith any of tîtese centents, the joints and
lath nails must be painted with red-lead, quick-drying
paint or with shellac. Galvanized nails otught to bc
used for the lath svork where these ceinents are used.
Small holes and cracks are usually stopped svith fite
plaster gauged wvith putty, or better stili, putty water.
Parian cuntunt is also tîsed for a similar purpose. The
itoles and cracks should be bruslied with Paritsn solution
before the stiff Parian is applied. This solution is
simply fine Parisian gauiged to a thin creamy consistency
with water. New or damp lime-plastered xvalls cau be
painted or papered much sonner, and with greater safety,
if brushed with a thin Parian solution. le is also useful
for stopping the sucCion on dry floating and fibrous slabs
before laying the final cout. Several nes'. patent plaster
and white cemnents are well adapted for repairs or where
tinie is limited." Caniadian plasterers svill flnd much in
fIte foregoingthat is useful, inrstructive and nioney-maki ng.

Qi (OTINO. again, sve get the following
Cracked Plaster Crck ipatrtokaedet
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various causes. They may act individ-
etally or in combination. Cracks are often caused by
settlement in the building. These cracks may bc casily
disceriîed by their breadth, depth and length. They
also arise from the sbrinkage of had or unseasoned tim-
ber used in construction or framing of the building,
which may cause displacement ini the joists or the laths.
Other catuses are the ton sudden drying of the svork;
strong w inds, or heat ; the laying of one cent of mortar
on anotiier coat, or on walls that have a strong suction,
wvhich absorbs the moisture or 1lîfe ' of the coat being
laid, when it becomes short or crumbly, scaly, and apt
tn pecl or faîl off. In this last case it does not set, bt
only dries and shrinks, svhich gives rise to cracks, and
eventually falîs or crumbles away. The use of bad ma-
teniaIs, insufficient use of lime and hair, or scamping of
lahor is often lollowed by cracks. Insufficient labor and
unskilled workinanship in the application of the ma-
teniais is a great source of trotuble, but it will he under-
stood that the best quality of labor will not make bad
nmaterials gond aîtd strong ;and, on the other hand,
the best miaterials will not compensate for bad labor.
It is only by judiclous selection of maténials, and their
skilful manipulation, that a high and enduring class of
work can be obtained.'


