
WESERNCROPS ARE SETTING RAPID PACE.

Railroads, Labor and Financial Facilifies Aie Taxed to the Limit.
Review of the Situation.

>ýThe wheat and grain crop of' Western Canada bas in-
creased at such 'a rapid pace that the resources of the various
interests concerned with its movement have been taxed to
the utxnost. In igo8, for the first 'time, the 'banks found
difficuity in financing the Western.crop movement. A tem-
porary arrangement wtas made between the Dominion Gov-
ernmnent and the bankers and an amendment of the Bank Act
waýs passed, alowing the Canadian chartered banks special
facilities during the crop season. From October îst to
January 3ist each year they were given power to issue circu-
lating notes in excess of paid-up tapîtal to the extent of I 5
Per cent. of combined paid-up capital. and reserve fund.
These notes bear interest not exceeding ý per cent. Per
annum, the interest being paid to the governiment as part
,of the general revenue of Canada. During the past season
it bas been found that despite the increased facilities, the
~available circulation has scarcely been sufficient to meet the
Crop demands. An agitation has 'already been commenced
for an extension of what may be j*rmed the emergency cir-~Culation period but it is doubtful,'even were such an exten-
sion granted, if it woul-d be adequate. This is one of the
mnost important !natters to be discussed when the Bank Act
is revlsed.

Labor Problem Clives Anxloty.
Every year the labor question is aiso one of great

anxiety. asgatcrop movement factor. Although our immigra-
tion du ing the past decade has exceeded 1,500,ooo souls, it
does not seenm t have solved the harvest labor problem.
Many of the immigrants themselves have beconie tillers oif
the soil, thereby increasing the volume of the crop to be
transported.
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The following table shows the field crop production in
bushels in the three Westerni provinces:

.Bushels Mani~toba
l•all wheat .... 85,0o0
~Spring wheat .. 6o, igo,ooo
Qats.............57,893,000
Barley........... 14,447,000
Rye ... . . . . . . . .
Fljax..... ......... 1,123,000
Potatoes ..... 5,122,000
Turnips, etc. .. 1,579,000

140)439,000
Tons.

Hay and clover..
Fodder corn ..
Aif alfa ....
Sugar beets.

237,000
63,000

'300,000

Saskatchewar
758,000

96,907,000l
97,692,000

5,445,000

1o,688,ooo
4,505,000
2o841,0O0

219, îo6,ooo

28,000>

1,500

29,500

LAlberta
8,oîî,ooo

28, ,O000

4,151,000
564,000
973,000

4,417,000
3,827,000

107,039,000

274,000M

18,400

3ý07,400>

Orope Have Doutled In Four Years
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, therefore, grew na

less than 466,554,000 bushels and 636,goO tons of field çrops
last year, COmapared With 233,557,000 bushels and 395,000 tons
in 1908. T -hese figures give a slight indication of the rapidly
increa4sing productive power of the Western agricultural
lands, both hushels and tons having practically doubled in
four, years.

In 1847 there were only 16 miles of railroad in operation
in Canada. Ten years later the mibeage was 1,4,4; in 1887
this had increased to 12,184, and last year the niileage has
increased 7,260 or 34 per cent. Here is a table showiiig the
growth of railway mileage in the three Western provinces
during the past five years :'-

Manitoba ....
Saskatchewan ..
Alberta .. ...

)7 1908
74 3,Iî
25 2,081
23 1,323

1909) 1910 1911

3,205 3,221 3,461
2,631 2,932 3,121
1,321 1,488 1,494
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