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tlirougli New Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, ani
Alberta, l)y w\av of the Peace river or Vine River Pass,
and throuigl British Coluîmbia. i eacig its termuinus
on the North Pacifie Coast, probabx at F ort Sip-
son, or Bute Inlet. The road is to he of an excellent
modern standard xvîtl low grades, long tanigenits, and
hcavy rails, ail elemients of economnical working.

It is not a sudden resolution that bas been taken
bv the Grand Trunk authorities, Mr. Havs tells us, to
thus extend westward. For a long time they have
been convince(l of the neced of more railways in that
growingy Great WVest of ours, for the transportation of
grain anI inerchaîliise; and îîot only this, but of the
development of foreign trade that will very soon justify
connecting uines of ships on thc Pacific Ocean for
the road whicn buiît. The opinion was speedily haz-
ar(led, when tue above announ1cenient was made, that
the Canadian Northern Railway as far as bujît xvould
be acqtuired by the Grand Trunk. But this idea is
dispelled by the direct statement of Mr. Hays that "we
shahl bc cntirely independent of tiîis or any other road ;
theî e is lots of ooni iii the North-West Territory for
thrce or even more roa(ls,"

In reply to the question whien the new line mîglît
bcecxpected to bc finished, the Grand Trunk general
manager says fivcý y cars from tlîe beginning of the
surveys. But the surveys bave flot been begun, nom
has the necessary legislation been obtaincd for the pro-
jected road. The fiuîancing of sucli a work is of no
small magnitude, but doubtless it bas been considere(î
and flot found inîpracticable, else so confident an an-
nouncement would îlot thus early be made. It is inter-
esting to note the direction of the road at its western-
most haif. After leaving Manîitoba it will mun almost
nortii-west, tapping the ricli Battieford and Edmonton
country and the districts of Athabasca and Northern
British Columbia. Theme needs no better indication
of the rich-ness of that North-West land than this.

OUR FOREST WEALTH AND ITS
PRESERVATIO N.

SECOND ARTC1.a,
In the varions parts of the Dominion, xvberc

an efficient systemn of ranging lias been estab-
lished, this bas been followed by very encouraging
results, and the fire rangers have oftentimes been the
means of keeping incipient conflagrations within small
bounds. But that firo even yet is the cause of many
thousand dollars' worth of damage every year needs but
little proof. During last year alone the area of forest
destroyed in Nova Scotia is estimated at 15,00o acres
at 'the very least. In the eastemn section alone of
Northumberland County, New Brunswick, no less
than 41,900 acres wei'e fire swept. In British Colum-
bia numberless fires took place, while, coming to
Ontario, what is known as the great Temiscamingue
fire did almost incalculable damage. The loss of one
firm alone was something like 25,000,000 feet of lum-
ber, while as much more would have been fit to cut in
fifteen or twenty years. Altogether the direct morte-
tary loss may be placed at hundreds of thousands of
dollars, while the fire protection service of the whole
province costs onîx' $7,ooo. Not only this, but the

land(Is coveriti of huîîînus, or veg( tab)le inould, lias heen
lost ;cotuntlcss ninbers of votung trees, the reveniue-
produeers of the future, w -cre destroved :and, fiîîally,
the usefulness o f tliat wxliolr, tract of landl lias gone for
a generation or more to cone. t ,)ue trouble is tlîat
the person istiahlv to blanie for sticb wholesale
destruction of prol>erty as tlîis, the prospector, or
hunmer, or settler, wliolias little to lose, uisuallv escapes
scot free, w itliout being mnade to 1pay ainv penalty.
There is a lawv for such mnatters, but it is not ofteu
enougli enfomced.

otrNext in importance to the question of preserving
orforests is tbat of how~ to start tlieui iii places wlîich

Ihave theni îîot. In many sections tlîis is an easy matter,
or ,vould be su, weî e tue funds fortliconiing. Prince
Edward Islanîd, for example, has sucli soil anîd climatic
conditions tlîat meforesting would' be a conîpamatively

Ieasv inatter, even thougli tlîe present (leplomable
absence of tree-growth bas almeady to some extent
brouglit about dronghty conditions. Unfortunately,
however, the Governîîîeit will find difficulty in laying
asi(lc ont of its revenue the small arnount of îîîoney
necessamy. 'Botli there and in tue com-paratively
dennded sections of Onîtario, thîe cluef reme(y w'îll hiave
to be to encourage farniers to preserve aîîd establishi
good-sîzed wood lots. This is an easy matter, especi-
ally if tlîey will only have tlîe courage to make fences
so as to keep out cattle. Even in the North-West and
British Columbia, in some parts of whiclî there bas
been slippose(l to exist great (lihculty in the w'ay of
making trees to grow, the trouble is more a matter of
choice of variety and of cultivation tban anything cIsc.
In dry sections, wlîat moisture tiiere is mnust be
scrupulously conserved; therefore, cultivate, and it
should be reinbered that every success in getting a
plantation to growv renders it a little easier, infini-
tesimally su thougli it may be, for the next one. With
an open eye to local conditions, there should be no
insuperable obstacle in the way of farmers having
trees around their bouses or elsewhere, in any part of
the Donminion; and it should neyer be forgotten that
it is a paying investment in very inany ways.

The truth of this latter proposition, the thorough
profitableness of trees, needs but little demonstration.
Leaving ont of account for tlîe present the estimates
which have been made on good authority as to the
enormous value of plantations of certain trees, ten
tbousand dollars per acre, in some cases, there are so
many ways in wbich the usefulne.,s of timber growtlî
is clearly manifest, tlîat it seenis straîîge that the aver-
age farmer bas so often neglected the matter. First,
there is the question of fuel and fence posts. How
often has tbe new settler been in a feverish state of
anxiety to clear froni bis land almost the last vestige
of wood, trusting to chance to supply bis certain needs
of the future? If he bas not in many cases gone to
this extreme, he has retained a small wood-lot, but has
managed it in a baphazard fashion, bas let it mun
down, owing to lack of a little thinking, or bas allowed
cattle to mun loose to its detriment. His grain fields
be understands, he knows that to be profitable tbey
must be looked after and that no waste lands mnust be
found themein; but bis wood land is too often just like
Topsy; it just grows-or gradually dies ont. And


