
DOMINION AIEDICAL -MONTIILY

and practice ? Wby sbould not the adlage, " Let the buyer l)c-
warc,": apply to relations between doctor and jyatieîît, the saniie
as it does to merchant aid custonier. Many. answers nîîight be
given to this. 1 shall content, niyself with. the following. lu
case of sickness tbc patient aud bis friends are flot, as a rule,
capable of exereising that juidgnîent and delbcration whieh ulsuaily
attend the ordinai'y transactions of life. They are, for the tille,
in a state of panie, tbe clegree of which varies greatly iii different
individuals. Moreover, even if tbey w'erc able to lise their usuial
judginent aud deliberation these wouild nlot in tliiiselves, withoult
previous experience, enable thein to jiidgc the valne of inuedical.
service to the saie degree tbat thec ordîinarv iiiani eau jiiige of tlic
valuie of wbat lie pnircbases in thec store or factorv. Againi, ilaluy
cases of illness coucern flot onily the l)atieut auci bis frieuds, but
the conuunîty at large. It îniay or uaY flot be a unatter of iii-
terest to the coinirnunity liow miucli an ecl'uptiîon ou the skini of a
certain judividual mna :N iteli, but it (lcidedly is a nuiatter of con-
cern for -the coinunuity at large 'ta feel confideut that the inaîî
wb'o is treating that, eruiption is able to deterrmînie xvith a reason-
able anint of assurance wbiether or not it is contagions.

These are somne of the reasons why we thinkl it ta be the dut «y
of the state to insist that the ordiniar ' citizen shonild, when lie cails
uipon a licensed practitioner, have reason ta feel that lie xviii be
treated by someone of at least average intelligence and possessing
a reasonable amount of sîiecial traiiug in the diagnosis and treat-
ment of ordinary discases auJ injuries. It follows, however, as a
natural sequience that tlic state cannot sePure suceh a specially
trained body of meni withoiit granting to thin certain jirivileges.
The question for statesmien ta decide is-"Are the privileges ap-
proximately proportionate to tbe special respousibilîties and re-
quirements."

I bave not had time nor opportuunity to trace mie-dical legis-
lation t-o its sources aud learn hoxv unuiclu of it lias been proîupted
by t!hose desirouis of securing special privileges and liow cie by
personally disinterested statesrnen (lesirous ouil ' of tlic we!farc of
the people. Whatever tbe origini, bowcver, the present conditioni
is tbat practically ail civihized nations bave restrictions and regul-
lations of some sort, and the philosophical auarchist is probably
the only class of t.hinker who woiîld advoea'tct that anyoîîe who
wished be permitted to practice medicine, sîurger'y and obstetries
for compensation.

XVc, of course, are particularly intercsted iu legisiation as it
affects aur orwn province. I do not thiuk it neccssary ta make


