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In Memoriam.
ANNIE SYNONS, AGED 1.

©Oh, our héarts are¢ sad and weary,
They are aching at our loss, o

And we’ro bowed and nearly faintiog .

With the heavy, crushing croes. ...

1I.

¥ we droam not thot our dear-one
‘Would §0 soon be called away,
Till thesilver chord was loosencd—

| tie entered into, without affording uny reason-
/| able grounds “for . suspecting ulterior inten-
" |tions;  The unfortunate man's position would
have * been. now ~degperate. but for Rory
Malion’s privately administered” bounty, of

which none-but the recipient, Leonard’s wife;:
From the threats held: out

wis at all aware. held: ot
against those'who should harbor, assiet or eri-

ploy him, the tenantry avoided all open com~| p
munication with him. and he dragged outa;

miserable existence, in apparently the most

Hroken from her 1ife’s shorb _da.'y.l;_ .

B f-
Early have her footsteps linge
Walkipg in the way of ife;
Early wanrled she 18 resting
From the tumult of the strife.

‘While we still are moving onwards,
Bowed with sorrow, care and
And onr loss, though deep and heartfelt,
Proves indeed to

Annie lives In realms of giadness,
In a glorlous heaven of love,

Walks among the shining angels,
Xa the golden streets above.

She hing left 4 world of trials,

Where Gnd’s friends awhile must dwell,
To the lnadof rest and glory—

Would we have hier bid farewell ?

We too soon shall icar the summons,
Hear the angels’ whisper * Come,”
" Then we'll pass the pearly portals
Orour biright eternal home.

~ Then we'll meet our own loved Annle,
‘Who has only * gone before,”
Then within our Father's manslon
We shall me2t to part no more.

LLOYD PENNANT.

A TALE OF THE WEST.

By RALPH NEVILLE, Esqg.

tReprintedfrom Dwfy's Hiberniun Migazine)

CHAPTER XXIV.—CoNTINTED.

Pincher's conscience was by no means
tight-laced, he preferred, however, swearing
only what was literally true, when truth
jumped in accordauce with his interests and
sufficed to attain his ends.

The next day the neighboring pounds were
full of cattle, and such of the tenantry on the
Martin and Bluke estates as had not the
means of mceting their engagements, were
made to feel that the expression of their true
sentiments could not be indulged in with im-
punity.

Pincher, who had always hitherto scofted at
the pretensions of the rumored claimant for
his wife's cstate, became now fully aware of
the precariousncss of his position—he flew to
the judge for counsel, by whose advice Mr.
Sharp, being fully admitted into his confid-
ence, was apprised of every ucw piece of in-
formation that turned up, and consulted upon
cvery step abont to be taken. Dlatherwell
forcsaw that an active and uuscrupulous
agent might be required in the progress of
events and nong could he found more fittting
{or their purposes than Sharp, whose personal
Tinterests would secure Lis fidelity and render
him zealous in the cause of his patron. He
had hecn now forsome years ¢ Receiver” over
‘the Dunseverick estates without having ren.
dered any necount of the large sums of money
which had passed through his hands—he well
knew if Colonel Blake succecded in satisfying
the mortgags that a most rigid investigation
of his receipts and expenditure would be the
consequence—this, he believed, could only bo
effected by the aid of Pennant—and his defeat
would, he felt convinced,' ultimately throw
the Dunseverick property into Yinchers
hands, who, content with his acxuisition,
woulq not object to the final passing of his
pwht account iu any form which he might
please present it. The scandalous robberies
then perpetrated by officers of the -Court of
Chancery have since extorted a partial reform
in their proceedings—they are now bound to
pass an anuual account, and, doubtless, the
Jdosses sustained by their defalcations are
neither so numerous nor so heavy as they
were formerly. It was no part of Pincher’s
policy to look closcly after the rcceiver's
management—for intending fo become the
purchaser himself should the estate be brought
to sale, it favored his purpose to allow the in-
terest on his mortgage to accumulate, so that
there might be the less chance of redem ption
by the owner. Pennant's proceedings were of
such a nature as forbade the hope of com-
‘promise, and they were all the more alarming,
because although' his opponents knew that
the’docuipentary cvidence against them Yad j
béen “destroyed, they were fully aware that

more thdn ane living withess could be found
who would be dble, and might be willing to
domage their cause.” The onmity of thosg’
dreaded persons had been roused by the steps
which Pincher had talien to 1id hingelf of |
thelr importunities—it became nbsolutely ne.-
cessary to” concilinte them now, if that were |
practicable; and the delicnte commission. of
disarming the bostility of Leonard and Brown
was committed to Mr. Sharp. The first step
1o be taken was to deprive Pennant of the
benefit of their testimony—this might be ac-
complislied by buying them off and sending
them out of the country—but experience had’
taught Pincher the folly ‘of relying on the
professions or promises of such men ; and he
dreaded, that if left free agents, thay might re-
fuse to emigrate, or return-again, after having
pocketed his money, and then go overto the
cnemy. Their abduction before the assizes
seemed the only method by which they could
be cffectnally secured—and it was determined
to have recourse to this mensure—Sharp un-
dertaking the execution of so hazardous an ex-
pedient.  Before having reconrse to physical
force,. the sbrewd partisan determined, to
-sound - Leonard, nnd nscertain whether it
might not be possible to accomplish bis object,
in 80 fur a3 it regarded him, by fair meuds,
Brown ceuld cusily be disposed of—a person
in-the receiver’s confidence would pay the
debi for which he was imprisoned—and after
his liberution, Invite him to dinrer, when,
dosed ‘with whiskey until he Lecame insen-
sible, there could be no-diffi:ulty in convey-
ing him to a place of security, and readering
his captivity agreeable by a copiods supply of
his favorite beverage.  But Leonard was by
far a more dangerous person ‘to deal with—of

a determioed and despernte character—he was

the well-kuown leader of the secret society in

the district—his sudden disappearance would
excite-unusuul alarm—and his whersabouts.
would Le sought afier Ly those whose lives
lay at his mercy, should he betray them, with
all the encrgy inspived by persunal danger,
backed:by the ulmost certain means of discov-
€ry (which the ramifications ‘of their con-
fedetagy . 80 smply afforded~Sharp therefore
considered it advigable {0 haye & personal in-
terview with Lini—aud try' his banod at per-
suasfon-—thi} could be easily azcomplished, "

still retained possession of the.
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Taing of kis.tormer habitativn, -and a negotia-,
ioa, with the ageat for thejr surrender might:
Lty . i oy

laid hefore him.
Squire Ulick’s profestion of the loman Ca-

peculipr fortitation of his foot.
tase was clear.
Pennant’s legitimacy, and no diftlenlty in es-
tablishing it. Then tho question arose as to
the mode of proceeding. Could the child of
a man sentenced and executed as a felon suc-
ceed to the inheritance without first establish-

abject * poverty. §omec nocturnal erreda-
tions on the poultry of-the neighboring far-
mere; gupposed to have been committed by
Lim incensed them, and they would have
been“but too happy -to sec. him removed by
course of law, so that they were not called
upon to prosecute a_person who had it in his
power to consign many amongst them to
transportation, were he minded to better his
own pogition by “sclling the pass.”

‘When they were alone in his office, Sharp
commenced proceedings by expressing his
surprise that Leonard had not as yet applied
for the money promised to talié himself and
family to America—his manner was conciliat-
ing and friendly, and he event went the length
of cxpressing regret that such summary men-
sures had been taken against him. Leonord
at once frankly admitied that he had not
claimed the money, because he had not as yet
made up his mid to go, the fact being, thrt he
knew something, ns Mr. Pincher Martin was
well aware, that might damage that gentle-
man and serve his opponent at the appronch-
ing trial, if he only come forward to state it—
acd that having a belpless family to support,
he was determined to make the most of his
secret, and act as his own interests dictated ;
of the two, he would rather, oa Mrs. Martin's
account, be on her side, but he might have
anything he liked from the others,as Mr.
Malion hiad been already with him trying to
ferret out what he koew, and made him the
fairest promises if he would only tell his tale
[which he declined to do] and take part with
Captain Peannant;. he stated what he should
expect if he kept out of the way at the assizes,
candidly admitted that he would be at the
service of the highest bidder—and declared
that & pound, one way or the other, would de-

cide him.

At the conclusion of the interview, during

which Sharp had succeeded in recomplishing
his object with more facility than he antici-
pated, it was arranged that Leonard should
have nn answer to his proposition in a few
days ; that meantime he was to give every
encouragement to Pennant’s agents, and keep
them on haunds, by leading them to suppose

hat to secure him they had only to come up

to his price, until matters were finally ar-
ranged betwcen himself and Mr. Pincher
Martin, when lie should apprise him (Sharp)
of the nature of the proposals made, and in-
form him regularly of all the movements and

slans of their adversaries. “ We are richer,”

he remarked, on parting, ¢ than they are, and
willing to pay liberally for the services ren-
dered us.®

Mr. Pepper was in ecstacies with the case
The written evidence to

holic faith, and the certificate of Pennant's

mother's marriage, which was, under such eir-
¢
Stephen O'Mally’s hands, who was on the

umstance, perfectly valid, were in Father

pot to prove the two events—which he could

now safely do, in consequence of the altered

tate of the penal laws—while Rory Mahon

would identify Lloyd as the child that he had

S0 fur the
"There could be no doubt of

ng the innocence of his father? This was

tke grand question which might ndmit of
protracted litigation, were it not for the dis-
covery made by the letters.
tained in them could only Le substantiated, a
much 1more expeditious and couclusive course
might be adopted.

If the facts con-

There was g oarrister of great legal acquire-

ments, though of moderate practice, an in-
timate friend of Mr. Pepper’s, who, conceiv-

ng that such important matters conld bo best
nvestigated on the spot, requested this gon-

tleman to come to the country immediately,
on a half-professional, half-friendly visit.
The various consultations held, and enquiries
made, resulted in o determination to abandon
all claims arising from Pennont’s divect de-
scent, and to sue for possession of the pro-
perty of Castlemore, by simple ejectment, as
next heir-at-law, to tuc father of Mrs. Pincher
Martin. This would be by far the most easy
-ana expeditions method of proceeding, and the
men of law cozceived that they had docu-
meuntary evidence sufficient to establish their
.case, when backed, as it ‘would- be, Ly the tes-
‘timony of living witnoszes. ’

" The sensation which Fennant's appearance

.created in the countty may -eusily be im-
‘agined. Mrs. O'Mahony drove from house to
honse, extolling his cliaracter, ahd announc-

ing (what she. was really .ignorant of), that
the most strange disclosures would be madeat
the appronching frinl. Meantime, -Pincher
Maurtin was not inactive—when the first sur-
prise had passed away, he instantly wrote to
the Chief Secretary at Dublin Castle, inform-
ing him that Mr. Pennant, who had fled to
France, and been dismissed the navy for
treasonable correspondence with Lord Edward
Fitigernld, had again returned to the country,
and demanding nuthority to arrest -hiny; for,
although quite ready (o act on his'own re-
sponsibility, he was restraived from tuking so
decided a step by the advice of Judge Blather-
woll, who recommended cautionand paticnce,
as any violence on his part townrds o -person
who wag an avowed cluimant for his wife's
estate would have a vindictive: appearance,
and might seriously prejudice him hereafter
ina court of justice-—and thus Pennant was
left at  liberty to ldook nfter’ his ‘own
aflairs, to make himself - fully ac-
quainted with all the steps Rory Mahon
had taken in his bLehalf, and with the nature
und extent of the evidence he had collected to
substantiate his claims. Lsnggerated ne-
counts of what he had.accomplished, in the
way of finding witnesses, who could benefit
his cause, hourly reached Pinclier ; at one time
it was Brown who had gone over, at another
it was Leonard who had given impoftant in-
formation, Rory Mahon was known to bein
communication with both, and Pincher well
know thut the ‘testimony of cither would be
da:_nnglng‘ to him; le therefore” bicame
seriously alarmed, aind determined to proceed
t6 Dublin himself, in the hope of forcing the
government into action, and thus, ut least for
the moment, retard the proccedings of his
adversdiy, by having him committed tu prison,
on a charge which, if proved, would not only
disqualify him from establishing his civil
rights, but even consign him to the death of
a traitor. On his arrival atthe Castle, he ob-
tained an interview with the Private Secretary
of the Viceroy, and learncd, to his dismay,
that it was useless - to’ take’ any further pro-
ceedings against persons who had been con-
cerned in-the insurrection, as an-amuesty wus
actuilly signed; and would be in-w few days
publiehed. : Dispirited and 'crestfallen, he re-
turned hotwé, and- ocvupied himselt, with the
aid-of his untle, in' preparing for the trial

which now bécame’ unavoidable. " Although
Pennant, conscious.of his own innogende; felt
‘no unensiness as to the redultof the pending
enquiry, relative to-bis asserted. connection
with the United Irishmen, he, from the spirit,
which he saw. prevailing amongst the loyal
party, eiitertained serious donbts of being able
to save Mike-—when he was cheeted by the
roclamation granting a. general-and uncon-

that Mike' would have been ‘exclided’ from-
the act of grace, as the first who hed taken up
arms, were he known to be in existenco—but
the report of his death was so uulversally cir-
culated, and o gencrally believed—that the
government corisidered it unnecessary to make,
any exception in their measure of mercy.
Pennant immediately wrote to him, under an
address that had been agreed upon between
them, apprising him of the happy turn things
had taken, and assuring him that he was then
a free man, and might wander where he wished,
without the Ieast fear of consequences.
Mike's first impulse, after reading the letter,
was immediately to quit the dreary attic, in
which he had so long lain concealed—snatch-
ing up his hat, ho sallied forth, and striking
into St. James’ Park, he proceeded up Con-
stitution Hill, and was passing through Hyde
Park, on his way to Kensington Gardens,
when, as he rcached the end of the drivealong
the Serpentine, his attention was arrested by
a loud shriek. Looking in the direction from
whence it came, he saw a carriage dashing
furiously down the hill—the driving seat had
given way, and fallen forward on the horses'
backs, who were plunging and kicking against

the weight which pressed upon them
—the next moment they cast the
seat off, and came galloping at full

speed towards him. Mike sprang into the
centre of the road, and quickly tak-
ing off his coat, wound it round his head, in
the hope of arresting their flizht. He for-
tunately struck the horse next him on the
nose, who, frightened by the blow, threw him-
self against the other and knocked him down
—in an instant Mike had the bridle of the
standing horse in his hand, and his foot upon
the head of the fallen one, to prevent his ris-
ing. It was carly in the day, and there was
a0 person about to renger him assistance, so
that he could not quit his position to attend
to the occupant of the carriage. Just as the
servants who, were fortunately unhurt, came
up, a friend, who happened to drive by, offered
the lady, who was alone, a seat, and carried
her off, before she was sufliciently recovered
from her fright te notice or thaak her de-
liverer.

The servants, however, were loud in their
expressions of gratitude, and the coachman,
when taking away the wvehicle and liorses,
apologized for lis mistress’ apparent neglect,
and assured Mike that her ladyship would be
greatly displeased if he returned home with-
out the address of the gentleman who had so
seasonably come to her rescue. Not wishing
to let nis humble residence be known, Mike
said that it was probable that he should leave
town that cvening, upon which the man in.
formed him that his mistress was Lady Clif-
ton, of Cygzon street, who, he had no doubt,
would be happy to receive and thank him, if
he could but make it his convenience to call.
Mike, when left alone, spent some minutes in
dusting his coat and arranging his dress; on
rcerossing the road to continue his walk,
some distance in advance of where the horses
had becn stopped, he picked up a valuable
braceles, which, he deubted not, must have
fallen from Lady Clifton’s arm, in her en-
deavor to open the carriage-door. It would
serve him with o good excuse to call,and he
detcrmined to deliver it on his return into
town. He was so delighted with his liberty,
and so cxhilirated by the pure air and exer-
cise, that he struck into the country and went
so far that he only reached Curzon street by
night-fall. The porter was in the act of light-
ing the hall lamp, when he knocked at Lady
Clifton's door—and the person who opened it
immediately rushed off, and in his flight over-
turned the ladder on which the porter stood,
who, falling, exlinguished the candle which
he held in his hand. As the man lay groan-
ing from pain, and Mike stood in the dark, he
heard o great disturbance above stairs, and
supposing that he had committed an indiscre-
tion in calling at such an hour, he imme-
diately retired. Tim, for he it was who had
admitted him, rushed into the drawing-room,
where the family and some friends were ns-
sembled before dinner, crying out as he en-
tered: «There he is again—go and sce him
how yerselves—the Lord defend us!" as he
fell on his knees behind his master's chair,
¢ will none of ye stir *—in nomine Patris, It's
no joke—tor the love of God, boult the door
—Holy Mary protect us!—I tell you, master,
he's in the hall—oh, Father Barney, it's badly
ye behaved to me if the pound note reached
you—Dbut maybe the post-mistress, bad luck
to her! kept it.” The Colonel at once pro-
cecded dovwn stairs, but there was no person
below, for the purter had been removed Wy
the servants. 1t was far in the night when
Mike got to bed, for he had indulged in a good
dinuner, and afterwards went to amuse himself
at the thentre-~he slepc 8o soundly, his mind
being now comparatively free from care, thnt
it was late next morning when he awoke.
Having determired at once to follow Colonel
Blake into Kent, and ascertain: the truth, as
regarded Kate's intended marriage, he was oc-
cupied during the remainder of the day in
purchasing an outfit, and preparing for the
journey, so that it was only after dinner that
ke Lethought him of the bracelet. Unwilling
to hazurd another visit to Curzen street, and
not, indeed, having time to call there, as the
conch by which he intended to travel left
town at six next morning—he considered that
the best thing he could do was to leave it with |
the head waiter .of tho hotel at which Pen-
nant put up, and thus, without giving his
name, write 8 note to Lady Clifton, stating,
tthat the gentieman who had the good for-
tune to stop her horses in the park begged to
inform her thut ke hud found a, bracelet close
by where the carringe prswed,, which he pro-
sumed must be hers, and that she could have
it by sending to the——hotel, in Bond street.”
Having posted the note, ke proceeded to leave
thie brucelet. The shops were all shut, and
he was 5o absorbed by his own thoughts, thut
he noticed little what passed around him ; he
could not, however, help remarking, as he
turaed from Clifford strect into Bond street,
thut & perfon stepped out of his way, in a
manner calculated to attract bis attention—
but the door of the hotel was the first beside
him, so ho went in, and passed through'the
hall to the sauctum of the head waiter, as he
Yiad seen Pennant do on other oceasions.

Never having been present when Lady
Clifton's nime was mentioned, during his
short atay at Deal, Mike wds ignerant of his
rolntives being on a visit at her house—but
ns he knew that the Colonel was siaying
somewhere in that neig- borhood, he could
easily ascertnin his whereabouts from the
waiter at the hofel, who had given the ac-
count of Knte's intended mariage. 10 Deal,
thevefore, he went, on the morniag after his
arrival at Dover, © There hé learnad that Col-

ditional pardon to all persons who had Leen.
I implieated 'in the rebellion, ~It:is possible

onel Blake and his ncice had been on a visit to
Lady’ Clifton— the very person whose lifo he
had most probahly saved in Hyde Park ; and

that both familicé were then in London ; he
lost-no time in returning, and calling in Qur-

 zon street h_xs-i'qlnti_.v%; were not there—1
Lady Clifton .;'w_as,at"hémc—-,nnd-‘Oggm;,.gntgu_ng-
her -drawingroom, Mike. wag_astonished to
meet & person ‘whose face- ho'at once Tecog:

nized; notwithstanding ‘thé many yeara-that’

hed elapsed since they met——while Lindy Clif-
ton was no less surprisod to.see before her the
man to whom ske had been warmly: attached
in her girlhood, and who, in common with 'his
friends; shie believed to hiave been for Eome

years dead—she was not afraid of a ‘ghost,.

bowever, ag it was full daylight, and she set
about unravelling the mystery by asking o

‘F-series of questions, which led Mike to a full

explanation of all that had befallen himself

—after which be-learned, to his no small de--

light, that his former flame was then  frce;
that her recollection of past times. seemed
still vivid, and her whole mannerled him to
the conclusion, that her feelings in his regard
were as favorable as he could desire.

They laughed heartily over Tim’s assertion
that he Lad twice seen his ghost—but Lady
Clilton advised him, by all means, to make a
preparatory communication—[of which she
undertook to be the bearer)—before he ven-
tured to call upon the @blonel, as otherwise
his unexpected appcarance might cause his
cousin a shock-—for even he seemed latterly to
give credit to Tim’s reiterated declarations,
from the fact of his having, as he firmly be-
lieved himself, met Mike in Bond street, where
he instantly and most unaccountably disap-
peared. Ordering the carriage, and taking
Mike with her, she set him down at the cor-
ner of a neighboring street, after giving him
the Colonel's address, and telling him to fol-
low hLer to the house in twenty minutes.
Those twenty minutes were occupied in ap-
prising her friends of the happy discovery of
Mike’s existence—and, just as she concluded
her recital, his knock was heard at the door.
Tim, spcechless with delight, burst into tears
as he admitted him, and warmly shook his
hand—and Kate flung herself into his arms
before lie had half traversed the hall. The
poor Colonel was deeply affected at again em-
bracing him—and happiness attendedin his
wake. Instantly, and Dbefore making any
other enquiries, he demanded of Kate if she
was still constant in her affection—* still de-
voted to her first love?’ On being answered
inthe sffirmative, he agnin took ber in his
arms, and then praised her foran lhonorable
fidelity, which he could never bring himself
fully to doubt, however much appearances
were against her. He then detailed his own
and Pennant's adventures and escapes—told
how they had scen her riding with Mr, Ckarl-
ton at Deal, and heard of her certain and ap-
proaching narriage with that gentleman—
Low Pennant, in despair, had set out for Ire-
land to regain his father's inheritance aud
right bis fair fame—while he bimself, deter-
red by his pesition, did not dare to seck
any communication with them, for fear of
implicating them in his misfortune, until
the royal clemency had set him free, He
assured Kate of the unaltered love of Pennant,
and depicted the misery he enduted cn learn-
ing that she was nbout to become the wife of
another. Without a moment's delay, he wrote
to Pennant, apprising him of all that bad oc-
cured, and of the groundlessness of the reports
regarding Kate'’s intentions, which they Lad
heard through the officers and waiters at the
Deal hotel—and pledging himself for her
truth and loyalty to her promise. ‘

CHAPTER XXV,

The return of post brought Mike a reply,
covering one letter to Kate and another for
her uncle, on whem a subpena was subse-
quently served, to cnforco his attendance at
the forthcoming trial as a witness—and thus
secure his personal safety should any attempt
be made to arrest bim under the attachment
obtained in the chancery suit. In Pennant’s
letter to Kate he explained the reasons which
had nctuated his hitherto inexplicable con-
duct—* while the brand of folony remained
imprinted on his father's memory he did not
dare approach her, persopally or by written
communication—nor would Lis love havs per-
mitted him to make lLier the partner of an in-
herited disgrace—but now that the innocence
of his unfortunate parent was certain, and
about to be established in the face of day—
he waited not tho legal decision regarding his
property before he demanded the falfilment
of her solemn promise to become his wife.”
It was inconsistent with Kate's character for
candor and honesty to triflé with such sen-
timents; she frankly but most modestly
avowed her continued and unaltered affection
—and the only difficulty she raised was one
which, as a matter of course, had not the
least influence on her lover. She detailed to
Lim the sad change in her worldly prospects.
—informed him that she was now absolutely
penniless—and tbat her only doubt was, if
she should be justified in incumbering: him,
with a dowerless wife, and thus, perhaps, ruin
his professional advancement, in the event of
a legal decision, Lostile to his interests, being
the result of the appreaching trial. She there-
fore sot him free of his engagement, if his in-
clination led him te wish or his interests re-
quired it—¢ but .she bogged him to believe
that, whatever ‘his. determination might . be,
hers was irrevocable—never to marry another.”
The response may easily be surmised. - Pen-
naat -assured her that, independant of all con-
tingeut -expectations, the. fortune alrcady in

‘his possession was more than rmple to enable

them to maintain their position in :society—.

‘that to enjoy lier love ‘was the motive of -all

his exertions, and that. he looked to it ns the
crowning teward ‘of all his sunfferings, and as
the only thing now wanting to complete his
worldly happiness. To the Colonel he ‘ex-
pressed his gratitudet for the uncensing ex-
ertions which he had made to restore him to
his rights; he assured him that any reseat-
ment he might have felt regarding his con-
duct in. the prosecution of  ‘his unfdrtunate
father—(against whom he admitted the cir-
cumstpntial evidence to have been strong)—
was obliterated by his open endeavors toatone
for an unintentional wrong—and he fondly
trusted that all prejudices arising from the
suppesed criminality.of, his father being re-
moved—principally by his own instrumen-
tulity—that how howould sanction the union
which he had before, when Inboring under er-
roneous impressions, so solemnly forbidden.”
In a few daya aitter this correspondence Col-
onel Bluke set out for Ireland to nitend the
Assizes—Mike remaining with Kate. From
mutual explanations he soon lcarned that the
four hundred and fifty pounds, the price of his
annuity, which he had remitted before his’
escapo to France, bad never renched its desti-
nation—Dbut having, fortunately, kept an nc-
count of the notos, aud the ‘dates of ‘thyir

transmission, he bad no difficulty in recover-'

ing them at the dead-letter office. This
recovery was a great'consolation to him—for
it not only put him in possossion- of funds—
but’ clearly proved the sincerity of his desire
to minigter to the wants of his relatives, even
by the sacrifice of the small pecuniary means
still left at his disposal ; his time now as well
ad- Kute's, now - passed guily away, In the
amusvments of London and tne genial society
of Lady Clifton—cheered as they were by the

prospoct of &' prompt.and happy-termination
- i "] remaining hereabouts, where all..concerning

to their duubts and’ anxietios. - ::

- While both sides wore making preparations
for the approaching tria);Mré: O'Mabony was:
informed by  the postmistress: that. Pincher.
Martin bod roceivedia divty aud ill-dicected
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‘letter—evidently from’ somic_poor: perd

e

‘honor with you—:take

879.

them and return a5 You

‘the-ngighborbood, who',did not. Wig
“Jsnown, as:it- was {hrown into the
‘the night:’/ The Dunseverick’postbioy-havix
come ntan’earlier Hotirthan usual—being, 1

0y

1885 ~e§'kp
bok diring|
Yog-having

-came.t . i )
"& Avast there,” replied Johnson, « 1) not
\touch them Lill the port-hole's ‘-‘1°5°d-d'ye

think Y'll.give ye'a chance of delivering you,

n

tact, at the window when,ihe‘:n}"aﬂizggiygd,-
shehad no timé"to form an.opinion,asto-its
contentsbit dhgeusgested, that it s most
probablé written-by, some witness Who wanted
tovchenge sides and'#sellthe Pnesif well
paid for0 doing. - Mrs. Lalor,with laudable;
pradende; studied to conciliate what was likely-]
to prové the winning side.. Mrs.«0’Mahony

immediately communicated .those suspiciong

to Mahon, who, dlthough pretty sure of his
nien, at once ook measures to have the office

strictly watched by & pérson on whom he could”
rely. When Pincher; Martin read the_letter
to which Mrs. Lalor ‘alluded, he was over-.
whelmed with astonishment and “fright<-it.
came from Johnson, the escaped convict, who
informed him that his ship having been

wrecked on the coast of Donegal, he alone of
all the crew was saved, and that being uttetly
destitute, e came for aid to enable him again
to quit the country—that he would either
meet Pincherat a certain place named, during
the night following that date or go to Dun-
severick, if that was preferred—and he re-
qucsted that an answer might be left for bim
in the hollow of a decayed tree, of which he
described the locality—naming the hour and
place at which it would be received. He
concluded by stating that he heard of Captain
Pennant’s being in the neighborhood, and

promised to suggest something which might

be of great importance” at the forthcoming
trial. The interview could not be refused
—Dbut Pincher determined that it should take

place under circumstances which would se-
cure him against any act of violence on the
part of his visitor. He left his auswer where
dirvected, appointed ten o’clock thkat night for
the meeting, at o summer-house in 2 lonely
part of the demesne—and immediately alter-
wards he sct out to concert measures with
the county jailer, on whose devotion he
could depend. It was arranged that the lat-
ter should come privately to Dunseverick, so
as to be in time for the interview—that he
shonld tap at the parlour window, when
Pincher would come out to join him—and
that them Dboth, well armed, should proceed
to the place of rendezvous—the jailor to re-
main in ambush closc by, rendy to rush for
ward to Pinchet’s assistance on hearing the
diccharge of his pistol. They set out before
the appomted hour, so as to anticipate
Johnson ; and Pinclher having carefully con-
cenled bis companion advanced alone—he
locked the door of the sunimer-house behind
him and opened one of the windows, which
stood some feet above the level of the ground,
and there he remained, occasionally cough-
ing to atiract attention. After a short delay
he saw the sailor coming towards him, and
when he was near enough to hear distinctly,
Pincher spoke—

«Look, now—you can't bave yvour will of
me as you had the last {ime we¢ met—I'm
well armed—and if you attempt to come one
step nearer to me than you are now I'll shoot
you dead—youn know I can't be punished for
it—you're n convicted felon—and any one
may kill you as they would a dog.”

« I dida’t come to bharm you, sir,” Jchnson
replied very submissively, for he was evid-
ently disconcerted Ly Pincher's manuer, and
the preparations made for his reception. I
didn’t come to barm yc—I was cast away in
the Anna Maria—you may have seen an wc-
count of the shipwreck in the papers—(as in-
deed he had)—and that but one of the crew
was saved—I am that man; and what counld
I do, for your sake as well as my own, but
make my way to you for money to take me
off? IfIasked help elsewhere or hegged, I
might be known and arrested,and that would
be equzlly bad for both on us—I'd lose my
lifo and you your wife's estate.”

Up to that moment Pincher’s plan of action
had been undecided upon. The jailor was
brought with him that, in care he dealt sum-
marily with Johnson, and that circumstances
made it necessary afterwards to publish an ac-
count of denth, it might be said that that offi-
cial had attempted to arrest an escaped con-

him. DBut then explanations might be asked
as to how and why the parties had met in
such & place and at such an hour ?—and this
consideration Litherto deterred him from tak-
ing justice into his own hands; but the
speech and manner of Johnson now provoked
him to immediate action. The hammer of
his pistol was noiselessly drawn back to full
cock, and he prepared to fire—when the sailor,
who had paused for a moment as if waiting a
reply, again commcnced 1o speak—I've
thought on.a business which might save us
both—and I could do it before leaving.
Come, now, what will you give me'if I shoot
the Captain and stop yer lawshoot?” The
unexpected proposition turned the current of
Pinclier's thoughts into another channel—the
hammer of the pistol was brought down to
half cock, while he rapidly considered the
pros and cous. for and against its-acceptance
—if the attempt to murder Penpant. failed,
the immediate destruction of Johnson, :in‘a
personal- struggle, would most probably be
‘theresult; if it-succoeeded, there would bean
end of the claims he so muchdreaded, and his
tormentor would probably never return—the
aceans of extorting money ‘being moved: by
.his own hands ; should theassassin prove un-
‘successful :and be taken,. why then his former
sentence would be immediately carriel into
execution, and the revelations of such a man
under such- circimstances, Wwiien unsupported
by Bradiy's declaration, which Pincher be~
lieved ,to bave -been hurned at-Castlomore,
could do him little damege; he therefore de-
termined .to hazard: the chance, and tacitly.
agree, to the proposal. = - R

# Come, now,”.cried Johnson, impatient at
‘his delay in answering, *be quick, and tell
me what yer inclined to.do—1I won’t be hard |
dn ye—fifty guincas to take me off, and the
double of it to rid me of the Captain.”. .

« Nnnsense,” replied ‘Pincher, if you got
the money, you would ramain untilyouspent
it, and.then come and ask for more—you
wouldn't shoot the man, I beliove, if you could,
and you- couldn't if you would, for you have
no arms and .no means of getting them,”

« Ag to the ghooting of him, I'd willingly
do it on my own ’count, ye sce, 'cause ) owes,
him a bnd turn; but, natural-like, I wishes to
gain a summut at the same time. . Asto the
arms, 1've got them, and good ones, too, I
took them .from- the wreck, thioking T
might have need on them-~they belonged to
the captain,” and while gpeaking he drew a
pistol from each' pocket—'d'ye think T'd. be
such..a blowed fool as.to come here without:
being: prepared for a bout with ye, if it, had
%0 turned out. But, look ye, let's be kindly
together ; T.haven't heen doing mothing for.
the fewi days I'va been in the country—I
know how and where to doit, and. if ;you
but give the money I'll settle 'counts with
the Captaln to-morrow.” -- = . . -

{1 Well,” said: Pincher, « I'Hl give you all you
ask this time, but néver.let me.see your. face
ngaini—you wéll know the.danger you run by

you' ia 80 well known ;. therefore .whatever
happens,: be -off—here—here's. the hundred
guineas,”-and hethrew a bag which' contained

vict, and meeting with resistance had shot |:

- Pinghér-d

former shipmate.

to seek nssistance.

ness.

ried to his own house.

pected letter.

which

them' on' tho-graund.. * You -see I deul on
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in the summei-house until-‘kie heard
take the money. ““He-dllowed h
weniough to, beldtia saf3distance,

Lot .
.. FPennant weiked about dail
{Q’Mahon’s to Pepper’s to note the
his legal:preparations,
‘one-of-those ancient castles,
‘Ireland; whdse ruins form lasting
‘of:Cromwell's ruthless barbarity, or
-desolation spread over the long-
by some preceding spolintor—i
which formed a square, with flanking
where ivy-covered and lofty—and t
rond running along two sides of them
at the turning point.a sharp angle—
narrrow windows and occasional
caused by thé besieging canpion
of ‘time, a ' person’ concealed
safely, and withoutthe possibility of J¢
watch the approach of an
either side—and from thence (the grassy flooy
being many. feet higher. than the rond ooy
an assassin might fire upon his victim
most perfect security—for, before the assaileg
person (were he-fortunate enough to
unhurt) could reach the only door which gay,
admission to the interior,
have ample time to'shelter himself fro
suit in & wood elose by—and here,
of day, Johnson lay in ambush, to murder p;,
At length Penvaut g
peared in view, advancing towards ]
he drew menrer and nearer, the murdereys
nervousness increased—he felt the handle ¢
a Spanish knife, which le camied in b,
breast, ready for close quarters, and cnrcfnll_;-
examined the pistol in his hond—1o ¢
the hammer was at full cock, aund th
well filled with priming.
tion, and steady bhis aim when the momey:
for action appronched, lie took a decp pull
from n bottle of whiskey

yielded to:the influence: of ste
boiling “water having been keptin her room
in rendiness for the operation), and she ¢

the note, the menning of  /hich sh
understand, a8 .it was anonymous,
red to the attempt on Pennant’s life,
she was kept in ignorance. It meroly stated,
«that the-writer had missed—sand . lost the
bag—and could .not. go—that he oxpcc.ted
Pincher:to lenve what was needfnl fu_r him,
where .he had left his last letter: or, if pre-
ferred, that he would meet him at a pince
which he named,: on the night but one fol-
lowing ; and he desired that anan
be left'next day. in the.hollow troc,
nlternative !
Malion's first object now was to
{ mystorions tree.. The youth who hpd so cArc:
fully: watched the. post-office, was the
the keeper.at- Dunseverick,
vaatiof the ;Martin’s,;who, when . Cost -
was burned; removed: with, them to thuir no

residence, . The. father was firmly.ab
the - old,; stock, . consid
.wife as mere interlopers;and his. boy, b
in ‘similar sentiments, could, be £uliy:

~brondside—shut the winday.”
id a8 he.was'directed, and

and.on bis way

he

within

To calm hi

, which e

Waited

Johnsey
im time
and thep Te.

-joined’ the jailer, to whom, however, be did
I—"ﬁ conimunicato the entire result of the
mggtingl] | “
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upon the ground, as he stepred to a breach iy
the walls and fired. TIennant, rouecd fron 4
reverie by the shot, sprang forward and (e
the corner; here, the assassin, having only 4,
cross the narrow angle, was again Lefore Lin, -
but, just as he drew the trigger of the second
pistol, he was pinioned from behind, und bis
hand being thrown up, the ball passed ligh
over his intended victim’s head, who thys es.
caped unhurt, the first bullet baving mercly
traversed the breast of his great comt. .
Johnson struggled to free himself from the
grasp of the person who held him, a lamg
pea-jacket, in which he was mufited, lLurs
open, and his hat fell off; so that Fennant
bad no difficulty in recognizing a face alrcady
well known to him. Hearing the strugple
still continuing between his preserver and
the man who had attempted his life, he 1an
round the ruin in search of the entrunce—
when he discovered it, the assassin Laid tled,
leaving his pistols behind him—whilst Roddy,
theidiot, lay upon the ground, Dlecding pre-
fusely from a deep gash in his neck. Ien-
nant’s first caro was to staunch the wound in
the best manner he could, and then he sct ow

5

Meeting Makon, who

Seeing the

When Pep

It was

also was on his way to Pepper’s, he sent him
on-for aid, and returned himself to watch by
the wounded ¢natural.”
and having ascertained the nature of his con.
tents, he poured the little of the whiskey left
into the poor fellow's mouth, who soon ex-
hibited signs of recovery from a fit of weak-
When be opened his eyes, he emiled
and pointed towards the door, uttering dis-
connected words, the meaning of which Pen-
nant could not understand.
rived, followed by Rory and a servant, and
learned the particulars of the attempt made
on his client’s life, he cautioned him in the
strongest manner against mentioning the
matter to any other persons, and for grenter
security ordered the wounded idiot to Le car-

bottle.

per ar-

Mahon at once remarked, ¢ Then, Johnson
‘is the writer of the letters Mrs. Lalor gave us
notice of, and we must try to have him." He
lost no time in going to Mrs. Q'Mahony, and
prevailing on her, withont assigning his rea-
soms, to aid him in the measures ho intended
to adopt, for the purpose of securing possession
of any similar letters addressed to Pincher
that might for the future be dropped during
the night-time in the post-box.
sary for his purpose, that any such lctter
should be immediately delivered to tho Dun-
geverick post-boy, lest delay might excitesus-
picion, and it was equaily mecessary that he
should learn its contents before it reached its
destination. 'He therefore arranged that Alrs.
O'Mahony should ‘arrive'in the villago late at
‘night—ask for a bed at Mrs. Lalor’s, as sht
had done.-aften before—and:on- the pretext of
wishing to get early possession of lciters
which she. expected ‘to be sent to ler pri-
vately, by- the sub-sheriif, on the Captnins
affnirs; that éhe should obtain ‘possession of
thekey of the office ; for himself, he selected
n room ‘on the ground floor of 4 pot-house,
where his spy couldarouse him by tapping at
the ‘window immediately, if hie noticed any
one throw a letter into the receiving-lox, and
from whericeé he could eakily - reach the
street, and awaken Mrs. O’'Mahony by a pre-
concerted signal.. ' Everything went well:
'Mrs. .0'Mahony: dismissed. lier, carriugo ont-
-side the town, and walking:in, reached brs.
‘Lalor's: without being noticed;. If the lotter
did not come, on. that; night, she :determined
to keep her.room, and lig, concenled until it
‘did; and as she was accustomed to make guch
mysterious vlisits, when her husband was i
“troublae, her hostess-and. the servant (always
‘well - rewarded for, her: fidelity) wero suro 0
conceal:her presenca. ;.

The good natitred lndy ha

neces-

dnot l‘ong retired

roused from her sleep

‘to rest befureshe.was rous ;
'hy some-sand thrown! ngainst tho window
and saw Mnhon standing:in the street below.
‘Throwing on:a dressing-gown, sho opener the
hall:door, nud then striking a:light, they pro-
ceeded’ to'the office, where thiey found the ¢x-
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