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The announcement that the Cardinal Prefect of

the Propagsuda was to celebrata. High . Mass, -and.
that Father. Burke was to preach after . the,. Mass,
brought together at the Cathedral, Matiberough-:
street,  Dublin, on Sunday, 17th September, the
greatest assemblage of people that has ever. been .
secn within its walls, From aa early an hour as
half-past nine people began to take their places:in.
the church ; by half-past eleven every entrance was
blocked, and every portion of the church was pack-
ed with people, and cven behind  the altar azd in-
side the-sanctuary railings a dense mass of ladies
and gentlemen bad congregated, who gradually,
towards the couclusion of Maas, pressed to the frong,
at both sides, The pushing and struggling for
places bordered on the indecorous, and- the- hea}t
was most overpowering, The report of the magni-
ficent sermon, which we give below, was.taken
under the greatest disadvantages bath as to hearing
and situation, and to that canse must be attnbuf.ed
any inaccuracies there may . bo in_it. The. High
Mass was celebrated with the fall beauty and .gor-
geonsness of the ritual, the celebrant being his |
Eminence Cardinal Franchi, and Rev. Mr. O'Reilly
ns deacon and Bev. Mr. Donzelly as sub-deacon,
while Rev, Mr, O'Neill was assistant priest, and Bev,
Mr. M'Swiggan master of ceremonies. His Emin.
ence the Cardinal Archbishop of Dublin sat en-
throned on the epistle side of the altar, while in
tho sanctuary, in their robes, eat the Archbishops of
Tuam and Cashel, and the Bishops of Ardagh,
Waterford, Galway, Clonfert, and London (Toronto).
The chapter of the diocesc were also present .as
well a5 & great number of clergy. .
After Mags the Very Rev. T. N, Burke, O.P,, as-
cended the pulpit and preached from the Gospel
of the day, Luke, vii. 11, 16— At that time Jesus
wentinto a city called Naim, and there went with
Him His disciples and a great. multitude. And
when He came nigh to the city behold a dead man,
was carried out, the only son of his mother, and.
she was a widow, and much people of the city were
with her. And the Lord saw her; He had com-
passion on her, and said to her, Weep not; und He
came near and touched the bier, and they. that
carried it stood still, Apd He sald, Young man,I
say to thee, arise; and he ‘hat was dead saf up
and began to speak; and He delivered him unto
his mother. And there came a fear on them all,
and tbey glorified God, saying, A great prophet 18
risen np amongst us, and God halh visited his
people.” .
May it please your Eminences, my Lords and
Brethren—When the Son of God, the eternal Word,
was made Man, He took to Him a human heart,
the most tender in its love that ever was, in a: hu.
man bosom, and that sacred heart of the.Virgin's
Son was never able to withstand the appeal of &
woman’s sorrow. From time to time a woman came
before Him, sometimes in grlef, as .in this day's
Gospel ; sometimes in the deepest sorrow, Jament- |
ing not the child of her womb, buf lamenting her
own immortal soul's disgrace, as the Magdalen came
weeping to His feet; sometimes, again, without |,
even that salutary power. of those womanly tears,
but only robed in the shame and confusion of the
exposare of her sin, as when the womar was brought {.
to Him in the Temple or sgain in the recklessness of |.
ignorance, ag when the Samaritan woman came to
Him at Jacob's Well, Thelove of the Lord God was
always the same in compassion for a woman's shame.
for a woman’s grief, To the Magdalen He said,

love, for the ordinary molharidivideg] her afféction
at Jeast between hor onlyiAlA_hnd ithe, fathek by:
whom it was begotten,  But the Virglo, save her
Son, the fruit of the miracalons -conception, of thie'
miraculous Nativity, there wa3no'belng upon this:
earth to divide the heart of Maryifrom Jesus; and,:
_therefore, her whole heart went-to Him, .aed -every-
feeling of ber mind, every.thought of hex soul, every
affection and throb of her heéart, every pulse of her
veins, all tended to the né object, and that was her.
only Son. .Wheérever there.is love, there.is a corre-

spondivg capacity for sorrow; the magic. of love,
-whether it be human or Dlvine, is tfo. élevate; us
out of ourselves for that which we ‘love.” -Well did

‘ono of the saints say— The heart is far more 'where

it loveth than where it.liveth.” Hava 'you, any,of.
you, ever felt the passion of Divine or human love;
Tiave you any of you, ever felt the strength'of '4n.
1intenss affection 7 Have you not.felt in that hour,

that moment, that you would be ready to give, your
-very life for thelobject of your thought, that you lived

far more for him than yourselves, that yonrgreatest

;joy would be to make the gréatest sacrifice for him.

That is the nobility.of every woman's love, that is
the great nobility of Divine love. Tmagine therefore
all the love that could ‘beat . in the mother’s soul

.aod heart for her only child, imagina that love in-

tensified through all -the agony. and ' forcé:of pas-
sion that ever throbbed in the 'mmost passionate
heart, imagine that love when. it has.reached the
boundary of mere humsn “affectiod, then launched
forth into.the realms ‘of Diving love, for He was
not only her Child . but her God, and . Mary loved
Him as her God with a love more perfect.than that
ot the angels, and Mary loved Him a8 her Son:with
a woman’s love, more .strong and intense than that
of all the mothers that ever knew joy and sorrowon
this earth. How He. who. was.the object.of ber
love became the.cause of her sorrow,and her sorrow
wasg proportioned to that love. As it eptied her
heart of every thoughtand affection,; it filled it with
the love of her Divine Lord. = Far more easy,would
the agony of the body be than :the agony. of soul ;
for there is & sorrow .of .the soul, a. sorrow of the.
heart, and of the aftection, even as our Divine Lord
permitted a greater agony to come upon Him, when
in Gethsemane He contemplated .His passion, than
ever whilst He was undergoing it on the following
day ; so also wo may conclude that Mary’s sorrow
was far greater than if ghe bore on her,own immacu-
late person all the blows,. and the strokes, and the
fgnominies of her Son, . For her gorrow began early
and lasted long. She saw it originating in the first
daysof ber holy maternity,. wheu feasting her.eyes
upon the dazzliog beauty .of her Divine Sop, clasp-
ing Him to ber bosom,and folding. Him in herarms
in the first spring and ecstacy . of a young mother’s
love, when the aged Simeouw appeared before Ler
and said to her— Oh, woman, this’Chbild whom
thou Jovest is set.up for. a; sign that shall be con-
tradicted, and I tell .thee  that thy. own:soul -the
sword of sorrow shall pierce.”  This; her Child;.to |
be the source of - her sorrow:! - This; her joy, to be
banished from the society. of.it, from.the holding of.
It, for the nourishing of Him forever.; . Yes, Mary
laid up all-these words in her heart, Mary took the

_word, the bitter word, from the. prophet of His

agony and her sorrow, and from. that hour every
unfolding grace of the child :was but a:wonnd in

:her.heart, . Asshe folded:Him ;upon her bosom she
knew that she.was .only.nourishing Him in order

ghe might offer, Him to scorn ;and-ignominy. .. She
leaned His young head upon her, heart, and God:
listened to the throb of that faithfal heart, but well
she knew that she was only rearing Him for strokes

:and scourging, for sorrow and for shame,.. And it
‘was her first great sorrow that banished all buman

“ Go in peace,” and she arose as purc as an_arch- { joy out of her life the words of Simon revealed to

angel. What wonder then, that when we find Him
in to-day’s Gogpel meeting with that sad funeral.
procession in which the widow followed her only |.
child, borne to the grave, her heart brokon, the
glory and hope of her l1ife gone, nothing left to hes
but to sink down iatu the grave, what wonder that,
seeing her tears, the heart within Him was moved, |
and the fountains of the great depth of His mercy
were dpened, moved and shaken for pity for her.
He hastened bis steps, and, laying His hand on her
shoulder, He said, ¢ Oh, woman, weep no more; |.
spare Me those tears” and then, -turning.to the |-
dead, He said, ** Arise, 1 say unto you ; arise, 1'say, |.
who am your Ged,” and the dead man. aroze. . Be-
hold the beart of Jesus Christ. But, you. may ask
me, why, if He was so gentle and so .loving, why |
did He not spare that. widowed heart the anguish
the hope gradually fading into despair, the anguish
of those sad and long heurs of watching, whilst she.
sat by the bed of the dying man, hoping yet fearing
until her worst féats were realised, and het heart
was broken within her whén he gave up+his last
sigh? Why? Ob, my brethren, I know not how
to explain this mystery in any other way than by
simply saying He allowed her grief to .touch the
Iowest dépths of sorrow in order that her joy might.
be greater when He brought back ' heér child from
the very gates of hell and the jaws of déath. Whilst |,
reading this Gospel to-day, the thoughts.that arise
out of it lead us to the great festival ‘which the
Holy Catholic Church is commemorating.” She is
celébrating to-day the Seven Dolours’of the Vitgin
Mother of God. And even here we find an’ €xpla-.
nation in the Gospel of the feelings of Almighty

God. . Ah, dearly -beloved, from the moment every |,

woman’s heart could have sorrow that sorrow was
but 1 type of the sorrow of the Virgin Mother. I
behold Hagar, and I hesr her cry in the wilderiiess
when ber only child was dying; it is a- typo' of
Mary.  I.hear the.loud lament of the mother. of |
Tobias, # Oh! my son, the light of my. eyes,  thou
art gone” 1t seems.to me but, an echo.that went
béfore of the cry of the woman, -on Calvary.” T be-
bold the mother of the Machabeos 8even times slain-
in each of her great.and moble sons. Itisbuta
type of Mary, and but a faint type of that immense
sorrow contemplated by the Church of God to-day,
when she repeats to the Virgin the language ad-
dresged to her by the inspired‘one of old, % To whom
shall-1.compare thee or liken thee, O Virgin:daugh-
ter of Bion ; for great as the sea .is: thy destruction
and sorrow, and who shall heal thec?" Aud now,
my beloved brethren I ask you to consider her ‘sad
sorrow.” It began with thie first -dawn'of reason ‘in
the Virgin's:soul ; it lasted until'thé day: when ia:
the.glory of her .assumption her gorrow.was changed
into joy eternal. I ask you to consider the gorrow.
of the Virgin Mother to which the Church ‘directs
- her atténtibn to-day, " First of all, ‘the:fountains
and‘spring ; of i the*:!sorrow ;'and secondly;-what.
those sorrows. were;.and: thirdly,.we shall apply,
-them to opréelves individually and .to our country,
especially in relalion’ to the ‘glorious’ festival .and
the grand occasion that has brought us around the!
.. altar of God.in the presence:ofour,arghbishops and:
. bisheps, First.ofall, I'say that the Ohurch of God
- aulates'the 'Virgin Mother by.thé title of Gucen of
Martyrs ;-and justly, for if all the eufferings” of all.

her more clearly the mystery which she knew be-
fore from the prophet who described Him—that her

«child was to be the Redeemer .of the.world, and

that her love and her God was .algo. to .be.a'Man of

Sorrow, needy, torn. from -head .to foot, despised
‘of men, 8 worm and not a man, from whom all His

beauty was to depart so,that wen should know.him
no more. - This was her fitst: sorrow. - Then came
the sorrow after i His, birth, the flight into. Egypt,

where the young mother had to-take her child.-hur-.

ridly in the night time,.forced to.provide Him:with

.food and clothingand face that long journey. Then

after returning to Jerusalem, her third great sorrow,
at that moment when by His own Divine dispensa..
tlon; not by any.fault of hers, she sought Him, and

the people. of Jornealem beheld. that::a womsn a
heart-broken woman, whose cry -filled -the air, with:
tears upon her face and -grief depicted upon her,
countenance,  ; But greater: sorrow remained to her-
when she saw her Son dragged to-crucifixion. :-Her:
heart fainted away, swyithin -her. - 'Was: this her cwn;
child ? = Was:this her.only beloved Jesus? Was:
this the light of her eyes, .the joy.of herlife .. She
came ; He bade her go that the cup of her sorrows
might be filled, and whenshe; came near exough to
epeak to Him and almost to touch Him:with her
haundg, rude hands pushed her:away, and the:mother:
had;not the consolation that; was reserved for ‘Vero-

‘nica, to, wipe away one drop of blood, one tear from

‘Hig eyelidr;i :Thenthe was- not permitted to touch
'Eim -with her hands. . Yet she was faithful to:Him

_with.alt her sorrow, and her.next great:sgony-was

to see Him slowly expiring: before her cyes..: Three:
‘hours did the Virgin .gtand. by.: ..Oh,- fathers: and
mothers, realize, : if :you can ;. oh,.tender, loving
‘Rearts, picture: to' yourself that angnishl -The.
Mother of God, the Blessed Virgin® Mother; stood

“for. three long hours and -watched :her .only .child

dying upon the cfoss. .-Every moment added to her

agony. She ‘sow: the head.fall!under. the.rude

strokes of the executioner ;..gshe marked .the faint

and fainter, beating:: of:the afflicted and broken.
heart ;- she watched the . pallor .of death coming
‘glowly, but oh ! 80 surely, over the eyes of her
Divine Child ; she heard the voice grow fainter and

fainter, until at length.in the merest murmur of
agony she heard him say, * I die of thirst :".and she:
now saw. them tako a'rod..and on it:put a sponge:
steeped in vinegar- and .press it against his lips.
She-saw the sweat of death . pour.in .great drops
from the thorny crown rolling down His head,

For three hours she watched this ;. she, His moth-
er ; she,whose only, Child-He was. He died be-
fore her eyes ; buther gorrows : were not over. She
must stand there when the rude soldier comes with

his long sharp lance, and with all his;rade force.
-and onergy drove : it; through-.the, side of the dead
man, and. the great croes reeled.... He dragged. back:
the lance again from tho hesrt of Jesus, and upon
thevery head of His mother, who stood:underneath-
there poured.forth:water,and-blood. :- Bhe: must re-|
maln:there; till stheysacred -quy_;!s_xtakeu;._.down:
from. the-cross,and, all ;she loves.is.once;morslaid:
upon:her:bosom.y; Ol then.; with ;what, a ,broken:
beart, yot with & gareful hand, she,:plucked-thati
crown of thorns from Hig'sacred brow,: ‘Perhapa in’
all that desolation the comfort of tears was vouch-
gafed to her,and as Mary the Magdalen waghed ‘His

i}Tohn, ' Johm,"He seems fo say, “thon_ art /the

first appeared, after His, resurrection, to the Mag-

Hia guiveting and agonizing lips was the'appeal fo

2
2

best beloved of all those with Me. I loved thee
‘best: - T1etthy hend rest ipon My Yeart at tho last’
‘gupper, and T gave: thee My-own body andblood.
:John; behold thy-Mother ; itake:back this svoman ;
take. thia Mother of Mine, and if you love Me love
Mary) And’John opened his arms, and took the,
_precious tréastiré to his bogom. ~But why, wemay
‘ask, if He was o tender of her, so careful-about her,
's0 anxious to consult her every wish—oh! why'did
He allow her tobe so heart-broken ? why did he
Dot spare her the angnish, as in ‘the casc -of the
widow of Naim? The answer is ‘He made her
_gearch the lowest depth of sorrow in order thut He
might 1] her sou! with the greatest joy. Since
Adam fell and committed sin, in the eternal de-
signs of God joy has been the offspring of sorrow.
"You must not-expect joy unless you have first tast-
.ed the bitterness of sorrow.  One follows the other.
One cannot be appreciated withoat the other, and
A8 Mary was destined for the very highest joy in
‘Heaven, therefore she was saturated with the deep-
‘st and greatest sorrow on carth. And this is the
.lesson we should all learn from this day’s Gospel.
Blame not the law. Be not rash in yovr judgment,
if the hand of God is sometimes heavy upon you.
.If woe, if sickness of body or affliction of the mind
come upon you, oh remember that the highest'and
.most glorious in Heaven tasted ofithose sorrows in
the largest measurc on earth, So it is written, and
so’ it must bé, If wo wish to be conuoled to-morrow
we must endure anguish to.day. The other reason
for which the Almighty God' permitted the ‘Virgin
Mother to taste of those sorrows was in order that
she might leave unto all generations untothe end
of time a llving and standing record. of faith and
love.. Ifshe had not loved her God as.she loved
Him, that sorrow would assuredly have killed be-
fore her time ; but what sustained the Virgio Moth-
or was faith and love. Well she knew on that sad
and terrible Friday morning beaneath, the darken-
-ing heavens, amidst the reéling and quaking hill,
.and amidst the roaring of the thunder and. the.
flashing ‘of lightnipg—well she. knew, too,.when
.on that Saturday morning she stood in holy and
silent sorrow beside the tomb of her Son, that the
time was brief between then and the glorious East-
er morning which was to see her, grief changed
into joy—that glorious Easter morning when, after
a sleepless night of watchful serrow, the Virgin
Mother again beheld her Son, and was once more
clasped in the glorified arms of Jesus .Christ, her
God. The Gospel tells us that His first appearance
was to the Magdalene, but the Gospel only gives us
arecord of what the life of Christ which was pub-
lic and before the world, and, therefore, for the
consolation] of all penitentsy it is recorded that
amidst all Hig friends and disciples the Son of God

dalene ; bt remember that besides the public life,
there was a hidden life—the domestic life, the in-

terior life of that Trinity upon. carth—Jesus,. Mary,
and Joseph—of which the Gospel. says. nothing.
.Why 7 Becauss there are certain subjects too holy
to be. mentioned-—because some of. the greatsst and
holiest things of which we. know the existence, are
but litt]e alluded to in the inspired Word, For in-
stance, how little we read in. the.Scriptures,ifa
word at all, of. God the .Father, Soun, and Holy
Ghoszt, the great Trinity of the universe. We only
take up our knowledge of God: from Hisdealings
.with Hig creatures ; but.of that distinct and essen-
(tlal life, that internal life, that life of the blessed-
ness of God, corapared: with which all the accident-
al joys and delights of this world are . nothing—of
that life of eternity. the Scriptures say nothing, And
80 of that Trinity ou: eatth — Jesus, Mary, and

Joseph—of that life at. Nazareth,.of those eighteen

.years, from the day she brought.Him- down from.
.Jerusalem, until the day . He lefu.her. doors.to go out
and prench His public. miesion—the ecstacies, the
holiness, and the delights of those eighteen years
have been bidden. No Evangelist  speaks of it it
is too holy and too high. So the Apgstle, . when ho
camedown from the third Heaven, came.down. with
-sealed lips, saying,. “ I bave heard : words that it is
mot given to man to utter.” . Moser, when he came.
down radient from :the :Mount on  which he had
stayed forty days, behclding God and speaking with.
:Him, said not a word of the things be had heard or
.seen. So, my dearly beloved brethren, we may
conclude with the fathera and saints of the Catho-
lic Church that the.-very instant the Son of God
Jourst the bonds.of. death,: and. came forth radient
:and glorious from the tomb, He first of all flaghed
.into the presence of His holy Mother,. folded her in

-His glorified arms, and . consoled her with his pre-
.sence, . And she knew that Good Friday and Holy.
.Saturday only went before Easter, and.that only-
.sustained . her, because it was written of Jove—
' Give. me love,” said the inspired one; . ¢it is

n8.Btrong as deatb—it is as powerful as.lell; no
.power.in heaven or earth.is greater than love

-That love.was in Mary’s -heart, and sustained her

.where another mother would have fallen broken

.and glain by the weight of such great-woe.. . Now,

my beloved brethren, what do all these things teach.
tous? They teach, us this—first, that sorrow and.
suflering are neccssary; more than that, they are

;canonised by the Son.of God. One of the old writ-

‘erg has said——"It i8 better to go to the house of sor-

-row than to the house of joy.” But our Divine Lord

.went {urther when he said—" Blessed are they that

;mourn, for they shall be comforted;" and elsewhere

it is said—"The Lord himsulf shall wipe away every.
tear.” ". Oh! my beloved brethren, the sorrow that is

.then to ba changed into joy—the sorrow thatis thus

to,be consoled, the tears that are to be wiped away

:by the Divine hand, must be the suffering and ror-
.row animated by faith and accompanied by the:love
:of God.: I say to the youngest and brigzhtest
amonggt you, if your path ljes towards heaven, most.-
.assuredly in that pathway of life you will have to

stoop. down and , take up -the cross, aud. take it np

with faith, for it is only such sorrow. and such tri- .
bulation thatwill one duy deserve to be.changed.
into joy. And now, having reflected upon the Gos.
pel.and the festival of . the day,.and brought.out a
few of thoso many thoughts which Simeon of old

spoke to the Virgin, let..us apply all those in some
degree to the accaseion for which -woare asgsembled.
Wo are come :tozether to-day to . greet:oue . of  the
.highest and greatest of the personages inthe Cath.

olio Church. . He stands in the highest rank of the
- Catholic Hierarchy-—a Cardinal.of the Holy Church.
He, has;the bighest.and, mosat responsible office in’
the Church~—that of Prefsct of the great and mighty
.office of .the.Propaganda~swhich' controls all the;
- migsionary operations

; : (of ; the Churchiof : God..; -‘He
: comea; to us. directly:fromjthe-side .aadsfrom +the
right hand of ;the Vicar, of; Jesus:Christ—the'holy;!
the immortal, the martyred: Pope Pius IX.; andhe:
comes here to Ireland to inaugurate and consecrate
collegiate church:of the great:Metropolitan Semin.’

Mother ‘of .Godin her affliction, ‘with::her broken
héart and het cyes flooded ' with'the~cxcess of her
-sorrow; reminds me both of thé sorrow and:the joy-
thet followed in'the:history of my native land. Yes,
to-day. we. havo’ greatijoy :because we have had our
sorrow. . Ireland is the Mary of the Nations, She
is the Mary of the Nations because of the purity.of
her faith, that never was sullied,and because of the
strength of her love, that never for an instdnt
flagged in its ardour and devotlon, --Ireland is the
Mary of Nations, and she has had her seven do-
lours. She has had her Simeon. In'the year 1180
the eainted Archbishop of Dublin, Laurence ('Toole
lay on his deathbed, and the dying saint spoke to
God in the language of the Church-—for in the La-
tin tongue he said, * O ‘Lord' God, Thou' assuredly
wilt not désert me, for T have always ‘trusted in
Thee; and then he burst into the Irish language
which only his own priests and campanions coul
understand, and ‘eéxclaimed, ¥ Ab, my ‘people! oh,
my foolish people, what will now become of you?—
who shall'heel you 2" And then he. prophesied the
ages of darkness and sorrow that were coming npon
his people, He died with tenrs in his eyes for Ire-
land—tears fo be wiped away when his soul paseed
the golden portals of Heaven, and to 'ba changed
into joy as he looked down for many centuries from
His high throne, and witnessed the Bleadfast faith -
and heroic endurance of the priesthood 'and people
of his country.  Then Iréland. experienced the sor-
row of the flight into Egypt, In those'years of suf-
fering, whén ‘persecution and sorrow came upon her,
and when year after she beleld the highest, the
noblest, and the hiliest of herchildren fleeing from
.her bésom to foreign lands—obliged, in fact, to flee
"to the ends of the earth, leaving her & desolate mo-
ther. Recollect, my brethren, the simple fact that
in the year 1654 three bishops aud three hundred
priests were put to death.in. Ireland for the faith,
All the other bishops of the 1and and one thousand
of her ‘priests were driven 'into. exile, while her
shrines were desecrated and bLer altars overthrown,’
What was this but a’flight like the flight into
‘Egypt? The best, the noblest, and the most heroic
of her sons went out from ler, but they wrote her
nams in glory oa the pages of mauy a nation’s his.
tory, and proclaimed her heroism on many a well-
fought field, mostly in the cause of right, of justice,
and of God, But the mother that bore them had
not the congolation of getting them into her bosom.
Ob ! my dearly beloved, did not Ireland meet with
that dolour of the Viggin when she met her Divine
Son in the Way of sorrow in Jerusalem. ~ We live
in times of peace—in times of. joy; but, my Lord
Arcbbishop Cashel, in the year 1684,the people of
Dublin went out to mest a predecessor of yourown
—they went out with stteaming eyes and broken
hearts to sec the Archbishop of Cashel, Dermot O%-
Hurley, dragged through the strects-of the oity-to
.be tortured ia Stephen’s.green. with a fineness and
ingenuity surpassing even those of the Tarks, which
are now horrifying Europe. Did not faithful Ire-
laud gee her Lord crucified wher her altars were
.pulled down and her cathedral shrines were demo-
lished, and when a strange, a repulsive, a foreign,.
and falge worship.was forced into her holy places ?,
.Was it not in those days that she reachéd-the sum-
mit of her Calvary—when education was proseribed
when laws enforcing ignorance: were imposed upon’
her, when everything high and holy was driven out.
of the land,and when, of the thousands of her
faithfol ministers, scarcely one.remained, and when,
to look in the face of God and bow, before the crui-
fix was worth & man's liberty, or even hig life.' For
nearly three hundred years prieets and bishops and
laymen alike had to bear the yoke and bow.down,
and what has eaved them? What has kept Ire-
land so pure as she is to-day? What has mado her
88 a nation 80 distinguished among all races on
God's earth amongst the most faithful 2. What has
kept Ireland so fiithful and, so loving ? . Ireland
never lost her faith—never failed in her love.. And
why.? For the simplest of all reasons : God, in'His
divine mercy, when preparing. such trialg. for na-
tions as:well as for men, has established .a simple
ond effectual safeguard. before: nations. as well as.
beforo men, and that safeguard is that He hag mado
His Church a living and visible body, and He has
given to the Church a head who is His.own Vicar,
and a centre. The centre of the Catholic Church is
Rome, TheBishop of. Rome .is.the head of the
Catholic Church, The hands that were at the helm
of the Irish Church during those three hundred
years of persecution—now those of some great Arch-
‘bishop of .Dublin imprisoned for the fajth; now.
those ‘'of a great Archbishop of . Cashel, dragged.
through the strects to be burned to death ; now, the:
hands of other illustrious men—all those. hands that.
guided the helm kept the bow of. the vesse! invati.
ably tarned to Romc. . Hence it ig that onr day of -
Joy 18 come, and our Good Friday is passed. . .The.
darkness of the gloomy.Easter Saturday is .gone:.
The clouds of persucution have been dissipated,and
in our day.the sun of our Enster bas risen. upon vs.
We now behold the light of that glorious. sun. in.
whose rays churches, cathedrals, und colleges .are-

to nssert iteelf agnin throughout tho whole world,

and the crown of ‘her ancieat glovy and splendour. (-

.15 about once more to be sot on her head, s inthe day
when ghe was declared to be the light of the world,
Yes, Ireland's ancient honour and glory .is coming.
bagk, and she i .about to reap . the well earned re-
ward of her well tried faith and love.. 'And now,
dearly beloved, to.day we .culvbrate the returning:
glories of Ircland, when she turns to.the envoy. of.
Fius with the same love and the same welcome with,
which she turned to greet the envoy.of Pope Coles-.
‘tins when Patrick arrived from Roms and unfolded
th_e banner of the Cross.. Let us now therefore re-
joice, and let us above all be faithful to our: tradi-,
tions and to the inheritauce that our. great immor-
ta! fathers handed down to us. . Let.us resolve on
thisday to illustrate our Catholle faith by our Cath.,
olic virtues, in -order that -our native Jand - may. be;
worthy the esteem.and the love of. the.Vicar. of.
Christ and worthy of the blessings of .God ; and
that our souls may be worthy to be.received into
that Kingdom where we shall have the.viglon of.
Mary’s glories, | e

Tho vast.congregation slowly soparated :at-the
conclusion of the.sermon, many a,devout;member:
asking the bleasing of Father Burke as, atter de-.
scending from the pulpit, ho proceeded.towards:
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“When a youth, takes his-first:deaught., of ;. whisky,;
.straight, and does not fee] us if his egogﬁgygjdﬁﬁﬁg{;
.ed into watering-pots, . his destiny, rn,thes a0
iguage.of the poet,- v ia. sot,’. jand \thongh, youmsy
wing the “Drunkard's Warning:”.;atybimffom 8,
thougand temperance belfries, the, probabilities are:

ary which our: own. good ahd " faithful father and

springing up, Thoe fervid genius of Ireland is about |:

It wag
much use to the Government, except that i'c’?&?,ﬁf

ed quarters to his Grace the Duke of

when 'hc’.wa.i‘fc'oiﬂﬁlitﬂhéfhﬁ"’-Bﬁléi'ridgg!?:)o?iit?nq:
in the Highlands. In1867 it was purchased by o
late Lord Lovat from the Goveroment, and lmsyn ¢
been presented by the present Lord . Lovat to :t:r
Benedictine Order of Monks. .. This order, once v .
powerful in Scotiand; was.expelled at:tha Rero: i
tion, and has not re-entered.it.until now '111'11? e
_Scotu_sh line of Benedictine monks wus képtu' ev e
in exile, though now there is but one remainl;nwtn
‘c?nnect the past and future Scottish -Benédictiﬁe:
The old fort buildings are now being converted into
a monastery, college, and hospitiom; - The cloiste .
wxll"mn all -round ‘the building inside the con::
The monaster_y i8-to occupy: the- east side of the
Bquare. It will contain cells for twenty or thiri.e
divinity students, two large lceturs rooms, g m]ey
factory, a library, capable of containing a!')out 12 .
000 volumes, and a ‘large refectory, meaguring 5'6
by 24 feet. On the northern side will be the col
lege, which" will-contain’ dormitories, &n,, for s
students, and also a large, stady, class roou;s pla
rooms, corridors, parlours for private scholar; any&
will bave 8 wido play-ground attached, Oa th
west side will be the hospitivm for guests ang cler ;
}n retiroment. The architect. gives the estimated
pg;t qfd tbeb %:rt:;ez:t alterations at £15,800 and prob.
8bly . double that sum will be required .

whole is completed, 20 reauired befor the

nd foremost was the

.o In the day's doings, first' and
. in the temporary chapel

g::;'tlm_tion of the Mass
fitted.up within the Fort, "It was gelebra
Right Rev. Abbot Burchall, president oftffel.”i;:“
lish Benedictines, assisted by two of the ’scculf;
clergy, the Rev. Mr. Grant and the Rev. . Mr. - Day.
son, nephew of the last-:prior . of:the' olq Scotch
Mouastery at Ratisbon, _It may. be interesting to
note that the vestmentand gplendid silver cruets
and stand used on-the occation are” abont 309 years
old, and are precious rellca of tha old Monnstery at
Batisbon, . After. the Mass followed. Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament. 'At'thé termination ofthis
service, the clergy formed a procession;, headed by
one ef their number bearing a crucifix, and ma-ched
followed by.a large -number -of onlookers, to the
_south-east corner of the square, whera the foundation
stone of the monastery was to be laid by Lord
Lovat. Here the :stone was blessed, This done
,tha-processign reformed, and proceeded to the north
of the building, where the fourdation of the college
was laid by the Marquia of Ripon. .

After the brethren and - clergy had sung Quanm
dleciai  Tabernacula tua Domine.  The procession
moved on to the Hospitum singing the Ave Maris
Stélla, whereanother stonc “was laid conjointly by
Mr. Maxwell Scott..ot .Abbotsford (the. represents-
tive of Dryburgh)-and* Mr. "Monteith  of  Carstairs,

_The ceremony was witnessed by most of the
principal Catholic families in the North of Scotland
a8 well as geveral from considerable distances, Be.
sides these; almost. all;the ‘Cathiolics of all ranks of
society in the neighborhood of Fort-Augustus wero
present. Lord Lovat and party arrived at the Fort
| or Monastery on Tuesday eveniog tand, along with
the Very Rev. Father Jerome Yaughan, completed
the arrangements ' for the’ ‘opening ‘ceremony.
-Among those who had assembled withinihe Fo:t at
noon were Lonl and Lady Lovat ; the Merquis of
of Ripon ; Colonecl Henry Fraser, of Lovat ; Miss
Weld Blundell, of Ince Blundell: Hall, Lancashire H
Lady Herbert of Lea ; Mr. Maxwell Scott, and Mrs,
Maxwell Scott, of Abbotsford (the.furmer a son of
Lord Herris, and the latter a grand-daughter of Sir
Walter Scctt) ; Hon.. Edward Arundel ; Lady Ann
Spiers, Mr. Ha.ngom, London ;. Mr. Corballis, Knock
robbia ;. Mr. .Middleton,. of »Mnir-town ; Mr, Mac-
donald, Iaverness; .Mr, Monteith, of: Carstairs ;
Captain Chisholiu, Glassburn ; Mr. Francis Lynch,
C.E., London ; Captain Macdonald, Bennevis ; Mrs,
Macdonald and. Miss Hissey 3 -Mr, and Mrs, Rufford,
Fort Augustus ;; General Travers,.&c. - . The clergy
present who tovk part ‘in the:proceedings ware :—
Very Ruv. President Buichall,: 0.8B., Abbot of
Westmingter ; Rov, Jerome . Vaughan,., 0.8.B,, Fort
Augustus; Rev. G.. Fazakerly, 0,8 B,, Leeds ; Very
Rev. Canon J. O'Reilly, 0.5.B', Belmont, Bereford ;
Rev. Jobn Vaughan, Salford ; Rev. D, Mackenzie,
Beauly ; Rev. .Wm. Dawson, Inverness; Rev. C.
Grant, Eskadale ; Rev. ‘A, Bissut,. Stratherrick ;
Rev. C. MacDonald, Fort Augustus ;- Very Bev. Fr.
Vaughan, . of Kinnoull; Rev. F. G. Macdonald,
‘Fort William ; Rev. F, Donnelly, Glasgow.

About four o'clock a large company : sat dowa to
a l}gnquet.. Inths- governorls house, Dr.. Burchali
being chairman, supported. hy Lord Lovatand the
‘Marquis Ripon ; the Very Rev, Father Vaughan,
leing in tee vice chair.” After the repnst bad
been done justice to, o pe

_The-Chairman rose to propose tho ¥ Health of
this. Holiness.the Pope.. . In the midst of tho trials
-which assailed the Chiurch he stood firm, just, and
invincible.  The Pope; was paturally geotle, but
firm 85,8 rock whereduty demanded him to be so.
-His health, too, was suchas, to give joy.to all bix
faithful children (applaunse). - S

The Chairman then prcposed the * Health of the
Queen.” a - : ’

’I_‘ho Chairman than rose to .proposs & health
which he was sure would be -réceived ‘with hearti-
ness by every Benedictine—the ¢ Health of Lord
Lovat? (cheers).: :He bad hoped that tho-Duke of
Norfolk, the Marquis of Bute,;and Sir.Robert Gor
don, ao honored student ‘of the old Scotch College
-of Ratisbon, would . have been present there that
dny. These noblemen were, however, unable to be
.areaent, and sent letters of apology-aund. congratula-
flon, . o ot g I O

The idea. of. restoring :the: Bencdiotine Order in
Scotland.was first originated :by the noble Marquis
of Bute;: 'Fhe name of the Marquis,:dearto.every
-Catholic, would:always be specially:so .to.the s0n8
.of.S§t. Benediot:.i He had., generously: offered  them
:twodifferent sites and & donation: of £5,000.. And .

.-

.further.more to. perpetuate  the . old : Beotoh - line of

:monks, he:was. at:this- present moment educatizg
;two Benedictine students, ; ;The eitedqoffered were
not:sltogether:suitable; ‘but the  Marquis:had not
‘withdrawn . the £5,000... Bir ;Robert . Gordon, -of

:| Letterfourie, and-a little later:Mr. Monteltb, of Cars-

;stairs -camo. forward and : kindly: offered aites, but
there:were certain - difficulties  which . kept-matters
.in'suspense, Whilst.thége negotiations wére going
.on:i Lord:Lovat :;-kindly. offerdd: .the :site. .of
Fort Augustns, : -He might say.almost:in. tho:words .
. Of Ciosar, veni vids, wici,—bhe' oamiey:bo saw, and:be:
. wad:pleased;:, :H,et_ghad,‘}u:bonsulm}lpnximnlulhotd
: Lovat,:with the; resultzthaty hisjLiordship, sgreed o
- glve the Fott;ond,sixtedn acresstn parpetuity, and 8
farmd 0f 190:acres rant freetfor;ninoteen;yeats. From 1%
himheart;hey thankpt-Lowd thovatand sha-Lovsk:
family:for thisioffer; andaeapeclallysfor theikindly::
‘8pirit in which it was made,:’In thig cage qratitnde.
was not a'keen ‘sef1ne’of favo bat 8 Leen .

that-he will tako a drink with they first .man. who
a3ke him, s < neR

‘ se_ns‘_’e‘zo}f favors conferre

-colme, bat a.k0
He: hopeq Lord Lovst




