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and the Revised Version read thus, “ By faith
Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacritico
than Cain,” but it is contended thut the originul
might bear a more literal rendering. The ex-
pression or phrase, “ more excellent sacritice,”
might be read “a larger sacritice” or ““a more
sacrifice.”  Then from this we must infor that
not the quality but the quantity of Cain’s sucri-
fice was in default,

I would next recall to your remembrance the
tact of Abram paying a tenth of the spoils ot
war unto Melchisedeck, “ the Priest of the Most
High God.”

According to the custom, under the circum-
stances, Abram was entitled to all the booty
recovered in war, but while he would nut tuke
any portion of the spoils for himselt, he tonk :
tithe of them to give to the Lord Gud through
Uis Priest, Melehisedeck. The spoils were really
Abram’s possession, and as such a temh of
them must ve given to God, This portion
Abram had no right to forego ; it belonged not
to him, but to God. Thus, while he returned
all the remainder to Chedorlaomer and his con-
tederate kingn, he puid the tenth thereot to Mel-
chisedeck. It is sometimes questioned whether
this was an exceptionul act on the part or
Abram, or whether he devoted generally a tithe
of ull his possessions to God. It would hawlly
seem  possible to consider this an exceptional
case; 1t seems to have been done so much like
an acknowledged and practised duty, and it wus
of so much importance in the history of the
Jews that we tind it ulso used in the Epistle o
the Hebrews to illustrate and enforce Christian
teaching und practice.

Now, il (rod rejected Cain's offering becanse
it was too small, and received Abel's otfering as
being of the required, though unrecorded pro-
portion, we here have an account of God's uc-
ceptance of the offering of Abram, which wus
of a definite proportion of the goads and xpoils
be had taken in war. Thus we find God's tacit
approval of mun offering to IHim a tenth of
their possessions,

A little later wo read in Scripture history
that Jacob, when leaving his fathers house,
vowed 4 vow unto God, and devoted unto HHim
a tenth of ull that God would give him. [t is
spuite possible that Jacob knew personally of the
practice of his grandfiuther, Abraham, in this
respect; or, at least, it is reasonably to be in
ferred that Isanc had beeu taught by Abraham,
and 5o in his turn lsaasc had taught his son
Jacob,  And the occasion on which Jucob made
the vow gives considerabie weight to  the mat-
ter as an acknowledged duty. Jacob was just
leaving his tather's house, and was starting out
in lite on his own respunsibility, and nothing
wonld seem more natural than that he should
thus seck the blessing of' his father's God, and
vow Lo pay o Him ruch o proportion ot his
possessions s he knew to be the accustomed
duty of his forefathers, And after the vow God
wreatly blessed him.

So tar we might only infer, but we can very
woll infer that o tenth of man’s substance was
an acceptable offering and sacritice to God, Not
vet have we scen or found that God has made
any mention of satisfaction with this proportion
or bid man thus to honor llim with their sub-
stance,

We come, then, to tho next incident in con-
nection with this matter, where we find thau
God does particularly mention this sume pro-
purtion with approval. In Lev, xxvii, 30, God
suys ' All the tithe of the land, whether of the
seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the
Lord’s; it is holy unto the Lord.” And in the
same chapter, verse 32, “ And concerning the
tithe of the herd, or of the flock, the tenth shall
be holy unto the Lord." This tithing is not
here commanded as a new principle, but rather
ax the continusnce of a well known und accepted
system, It is generally conceded that the law
of the Fourth Commandment was not 4 new
law, but the re-cnactment of an old law, which

view is well supported by the expression, * Re-
member that thou keep holy the Subbath duy.”
And just as God seems formerly to have re-
quired a seventh of man's time, so likewise it
would seem that He had also required a tenth
of man's substance.

Abaut «ix months later, as we read in Num,
xvili, 2124, these tithes were specially ordered
by God to be given to the Levites for their
maintenance and =upport, as they were set apart
by God for the service of the Tabernacle, and
were nol given any inheritanee among their
brethren,

Here, then, we do tind God not only showing
Ihimaself as a4 beneticent general Providence, bhut
as a true Finuncier, propounding and enacting
a tiseul system for the support of those whom
1le had chosen and appointed to minister in the
holy things of that true worship of Himself
which He hud ordained among His people, the
children ot Israel,

We belivve that we rewson justy when we in-
fer that God sall regquives a0 seventh of our
time, bectuse the ordinance regarding the same
has not been amended nor ended, nor expressly
repealed ; so would we not rewson with el

Justness wepe we to infer that under the sime

vireumstances Giod now requires a tenth of’ our
substance jor the muintenaues of those whom
He now appoinis to minister in holier things,
and for the support of the services of His Holy
Church ?

(T be Continued )y

SHINS OF SCHISM,

When ticld and forest are covered withsnow,
nodiversity, o contrast is visible,  There is a
unity inowtward appearance, but it is the unity
of death.  But when the genial warmth of
gpring unlocks  the imprisoned streams, and
Nuture decks herself” with the harmonious con-
trasts of feat'and flower, delighting the eye with
the unity of purpose in the variety of etteets in
God's worlk,there isunity, but it is the unity of
life.

Thus it is also in matters of faith,  Unity
among Christinns ean be obtuined by desconding
under the snow of unbelief. Tt is now gravely
proposed by somo sectarians that in order to

obtain unity each scet shall cast aside, as no

longrer uscful, every point in beliet or practice
herctofore causing sepavation, and standing in
the way of universal freedom of opinion, This
idoa seems o have furnizhed the key-note to
many of the specches at the Grindehwald Con-
{ference on unity fast sunumer, It was apparent

thatin the oplaion of all the speakers unity

would require the sacritice of alinost all points
of diversity,  But it was equally clear that the
seetarian opinion demanded the .-4.'|.<,'rilic(- of st
points in Catholie faith and practice, The great
majority of speakers utterly rejected the over-
tures for peace vilered by the Lambeth Con-
ference, especially the Historie Fpiscopule as
the true line of Holy Orders,

In the direction of sacritice of primitive
Chureh principles none scemed o be so ready
as those who had the most to loxe, namely those
few weask-kneed Churchmen who took i upon
themselves to represent the Chureh of Kngind,
Une of the most noted of their number, the
Bishop of Worcester, not only there but after-
wards in Birmingham, sitting as chairman of
the Church Congress emphatically repulinted
the necessity of the Historic Episenpate, assert-
ing the equality of sectarian Oydera w1‘h those
of the Catholic Church, It sccins amuzing that
so complete w surrender of the position of our
brunch of the Catholic Chureh should have been
allowed to puss at Birmingham without a word
of remonstrance considering the urgument =ure
to be deduced by sectariuns and Romanists from
such silence in such an Episcopal ussemblage,

It would be quoted as u {ull admission that the
Church of England stands on the sanie tooting
as the very newest sect of Dinsent,

Bishop Anson, late of Qu'Appelle, who as a
memberof the Congress, und  like many other
sound and able Chuarchmen, seems to have been
struck dumb with amuzement until the Bishop
of Worcester lett the chair, has sinee publishod
a most ablo and energetie protest against his
assertions and ill-judged and fatse liborality,

The words ot the Bishop of Worcester will
probably be quoted in days 0 come as a refuta-
tion of Episcopacy, as were a few words from
Bishop Lighttoot which he himself afterwards
explained in the. opposite sense, But in both
citses the antidote will gotorth wich the bane to
retute it,

The Anglo-Catholic Chureh, in the strength
of Christs promize, =tands on a foundation
W hivh eannot be disturbed or underminded even
by those of her children who wonld {sin purchase
an imagginavy usity by the surrender of her ap-
pointed fuith and practice,

The grreatest opponent to vorporate re-union
among the professed members of Christ's Body,
inour day, is talse liberality. 1t leans directly
to false doetreine, heresy and sehism, 1 would
fain expel the vital principle of true cdueation
by eradicating all detinite religions reaching
from our ~chools and eolleges, 1t would shake
our faith and contidenee in the Holy Frinity and
the Holy Seviptures by its ever varying ** Highor
Criticism.™ TCwould justify even the newest,
sehism by placing iton an - equality with the
Haly Catholie and - Apostolie Churelt, Al this
is beeoming more tiamifest every day. Butitis
proving the absolute necessity for true Catholie
doctrine,  worship, and  practico.—(ureh
Work, N. S.

THE LITANY DESK,

When Litaniex ceased to he veeited in pro-
cessions, and were used in chureh as s pucind
forms of supplication, they vaturaily garhered
vonund thew a tradition of loeality, and Bdward
VD injunetion, 1507, may have laid hold of g
former This Wils
simply renewed by Elizabeth in 1559, direeual
that
shall kneetin the mid<t ol thy chureh, and sing

usige,

injunction, whiel,
“the priests, with others of the quire,

or say plainly and distinetly the Litany, which
s set forth in HII‘L:“#]I, With all the allﬂ‘l';l;ﬁ"u«‘
following, to the intent people may hear qnd
answer,"ete, That there wus @ plaee we inter
from the rubic pretised 1o Paadim Ivic i e
Commination, * the priecsts und elerk knecling
1y the place where they are aceustoned iy
the Litany  shall say  this Pealu™ Bishon
Aundrew had for the Litany »a faldistory (fald
ing ~stood) for this purpnse,between the west ey
stalls and the leetern ” in his eliaped at Winehes-
ter, and Bishop Cozen,in 1627, malkes l'llquiry
in hi~ diocese for Durham * whether the chureh
Lad a littde faldston] or desk with some deeent,
curpet overit in the middle alfay of the ehureh
whereat the Litany may be said after the g,
ner prescribed by the injnnetions” A {uHep ip-
terpretation of thi< i~ wiven in his © Notes o)
the Common Pru_)'c-r Y e priest ol
from out his seat into the hody o the Cllureh
and at a low desk before the ehunesd doar, lf.l“’-
ed the fuldstool, kneels and ravs the Litang "
His Litany deske s ostill in Durlaon Cia el
and applied o its ancient use, Tt iy o ditery)
and appropricte application ofthe prophet Joels
ijunction when a ta=t i to be sanerined : 9 [ et
the priests, the ministers of the Losd, moet b
tween the porel and the altar” o, (1117,
The Litany desk stands below the elined] steps,
and faces castward ; there are muny iy the
English churches ancient und modern, 1, G,



