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N a village, on the borders of Leicefter-
fhire, lived Mr. Fallow, one of thofe
fingular, bot valuable charaflers, an ho-
ngld, open hearted farmer, happy in him-
fz1f, and happy in his conneftions. He

occépied 3 farm of his own about.the va- .

Jue, had it been let out,
pounds a year; but, through the good

of fourfcore .

management of its owner, it was much

more produltive. It was (ufficicnt to
give hiim a degrec of coafequence among
his neighbours. He lad married the
dapghterof a farmer in the fame village,
_whefe recort.mendation was, rather her
ikill in the care of a dairy, than her por-
tion. By her he had four fons and four
daughters ; the boys, like himfelf, hearty
cand indufirious ; the daughtérslike their

mother, healthy, forid, and notable; one’

alone. excepted (the heroine-of our rale)
who appeared to be of a moreg exaleed na:
turs than thereft, .

Iz may not be improper here to mention
fome traits of farmer- Fallow's chara&er,
which will fzrve to make our readers. the
better acquainted with him,” As his fa.
mily increafed, he did not view that cir.
cumflance with an altcnuon only to the

" accumulating expence, %5 is fometimes the
cale ; on the contrary, whenever the birth

~

* bined, nature had added a'gracefulnefs of
. perfon that is - not always to be mer with

in the rank w!\crcmu{hc was born, orto
be expe@ed from the appearance of her
parents.  An air of gentility was confpi-
cuous in every movement, and even by
the inftructions fhe was able to pro-
cure in a country village, fhe became
far more accomplifhed th:m her fchool-.
felldws.

Such was® Lucinda when fhe atramed
her fixteenth year.  And with all thefe at.
tra&ions it is' no wonder that fhe be-
came, not only the darling-of her parents, -
but.the pole-ftar to which the eyes and
withes of all the young ruftics were di-
re@ed.  Every holiday faw her furrounded
by a train of admirers, each endeavouring .

. to engage her aitention by a .difplay of

a fon or daughcer was announced w -

him,whis ufual exclamation wai, ¢ 'Welj !
‘thank God ! the'mote the merrier.” And
" &t the fame time he ufed to obierve, that
- the maore- his family mcreatcd, the more
prolifie his cattle were, .md the mote a-
bundam his crops. - e 3
" The youngeft . of his daughtcrs, whofe
name was Lucmda, excelied all the reft in
_ the beauty of her perton and the endow-
“ments of her mind,. To a lovely face, in
. which-the hly a'xd chc fofe wers dulv com -

. dengned to accept them.

his perfe@ions. And fhe might have re-
turhed fromthe (airfoaded wich ribbinds,
and other tokens of their love, had fhe
But thels adula~
tions, though they could not be totally
difplcafing to a. young mind, did not make
the leaft. xmpn(ﬁon on L\.cn‘da s heart,—

She received them with indifference, and’

- could not be prevailed on to accept a pre. -

fent from any of them.

““I'hiere was indeed one among them, the
youngeft fon of a farmer ot fome opulénce -
{and fo whom, from his refemblance in

‘many rcfpcéh to Shakfpeare's Orl:ndo, we

fhail give that name) on whom fhe now

.and then beftowed a fmile of approbation, -

and beheld his attempts to altr:& h..r no-.
tice with compldcency. -
Orlando was ‘the bucl\ of the. v:lhge.-
He excelled all his young companions, not
cnly in'the vigour, aﬂw:ty, and graceful.

‘nels of his perfon, buat in his adroitnefs ac
' c\-:.y fpart :md paftime, \wluch tfually em-
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