?gd : Remarkable paffage in the Hiftory of Rheiphis King of Egjﬁf.'
brothers failc_d netto come at nigl}t ; butonc of them, as he approached 4
veilel full of filver, was immediately taken in the fnare.  As he found i
impoflible to make his efcape, he called 1o his brother, who itood without,
aud eamnetily intreated him to come in, and cut off his head, that fo he
might fave his cwn life, and prevent the difcovery of their clandeftine
theft. Thae brothicr, confulting his own f{afety, and dcfpairing of his,
complied wvitl: Iiis requelt; and, putiing the ftone in its place again tork
th= head away with him. FKarly next morning, the king..going.,in to
fee the evant of hisprojedt, was {o furprifed to find a man taker in the
fnare without a head, that he haftencd out in the greateft confy Les; from
‘which he no fooner recovered, than he direfted that the body fhould be
hung on the outfide of the wall, and expoled to public view j charg’og the
guard, appointed to take care of it, to make a narrow infpe€tion wizo the
countenances of the {pettators, and in whomfoever they perceived figns
of {orrow and mourning, to bring {uch perfons into his prefence, The mo-
ther of the dccealed, hearing. that the body was expofed in this manner,
diftrafted with grict, and upbraiding her lurviving fon, threatened, if he.
did not procurcher his brother’s body,; and bring it hoine, to let the king
know who had robbed his treafury. The young man did his utmoft to
bring her to {ome temper, by remonftiating to her the impraéticability of
her requeft, but to no purpofe. Finding her; therefore, unalterable in
her refolution, he gratified her, in the end, by the following {ubtil inven-
tion : loading hisalfes with {kins of wine, he drove them towardsthe placg
where the body hung up.  Having rcached the guard; he privatcly opened
fome of the {kins; and, - firiking himfelf, in token of defpair, as foon as
the wine began to run out, he counterfeited the trouble and confternation
of a perfon utterly undone: in the mean time, the foldiers upen duty ftrove.
to fave as much of the liquoras they could for themfelves; which hefeeing,
reviléd them with the molt bitter reproaches, for the pleafure theytook 1in
his misfortune, inftead of offering to affift him : but they ufing him kindly,
he pretended tobe pacified, and, leading his afles out of the way, frigned
to be very buly in fecuring the remainder of his wine; in the mean time;
the guards ftood round him, and he, pretending to be pleafed with theiy
jokes and humour, at laft confented to give them afkin of the wine; and
they, in return for. {o great a favour, prefled him to flay, and take part of
it with them: he complied, and when the fkin was emptied, he gave them
another ; {o that, by excellive drinking, the whole guard was overcome,
and fcll into a deep {leep : then watching his opportunity, in . the dedd of
the night, hetook down the body, laid itacrofs an afs, and fhaving the
right cheek of each of the {oldicrs, by way of derifion, carried it home to
his mother. The news of this was matter of new wonder to the king, who,
to find out the perfon whohad doné it, bethought him of the following ex-
pedient : he invited {uitors to vifit his daughter, promiling her in marriage
o the man the fhould approve of and who by-his gallant exploits {hould aps
jear to be moft worthy of her. And he inftruéted her to afk every one. who
addrefled her, an account of the moft ingenious aftion he had ever managa
ed, and of the moft wicked crime he had ever committed. The young man
being appriled of this, rglolved to ‘perplex the the king a little farther,
With'this-view, he got the arm of a dead body, yet freth, and, taking 1t
under his cloak, went in to the king’s.daughter: fhe examincd h:m,t' }fn
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