
Ëi Remarkable palage in the Ißs/tory of Rheniphis Kiig of j
brothcrs failednetto cone at night ; but one of them, as lie approached àvtlfel fuli of filver, was immediately taken in the fnarc. As lic fo'nd it
impoflible to make his efcape,. he called to his brother, who iood without
ad i earne'lly intreated him to corne in, and cut -o11 his hcad, that fo he
might fave his own lifc, and prevent the lifcovery of their clandeftcine
theft. The brc:zr, confulting his own fafety, and defpairing. of- his,
complied w -ith is re.ejlfl.; and. putLing the RLonC in its place agan, to
th- head away v/ith hin. Early next morning, the king,. going. in to
fee the evc:et of his proje, was (o furprifed to find a man taken in the
fnare without a hcad, that lie haftencd out in the greatefi cofl on; ron
which he no fooner recovered, than he direacd that the bodv fioua be
hung on the outfide of the wall, and expofed to public view charg'ug the
guard, appointed ta take care of it, to inake a n~arroiv infeCtion juto the
countenances of the .fpeitors, and in whomîfoevcr they perceived figns
of forrow and nourning. to bring fuch perfuns into his prefence. The moa
ther of the deceafed, hearing. that the body was expofed in this manner,
diftra&ed evitli grieýf, and upbraiding her furviving fOn, threatened, if he.
did not procure lier his brother's body, and bring it home, to let the king
know who had robbed his treafury. The young man did his utmofn to
bring her to fone temper, by remonftrating to her the impradicability cf
her requef,. but, to no purpofe. Finding her, therefore, unalterable in
her refolution, he gratifiedher, in the end, by tic following fubtil inven-
tion : loading his affes vith fkins of wine, lie drove them towards the placd
where the body hung up. Having rcaclied the guard, he privately opened
fome of the fkins; and, flriking, hinfelf, in token of defpair, as foon as
the wine began to run out, he counterfcited the trouble and conflernation
of a perfon utterly undone.: in the mean time, the foldiers upon duty ftrovë
to fave as much of the liquoras they could for thenfelves; which he feeing,
reviled then with the moft bitter reproaches, for the pleafure they took in
his misfortune, inftead ofoffering to affifthim: but they ufing him kindlyi
he pretended to be pacifiecd, and, leading his alTes out of the way, fcigned
to be vcry bufy in fecuring the remainder of his wine; in the mean timci
the guards Rlood round him, and he, pretending to be plcafed with thcir
jokes and humour, at laft confented to give.them a fkin of the wirie; and
they, in return for. fo great a favour, preffed him to fRay, and take part of
it with thein: he complied, and when the fkin was emptied, he gave them
ânother; fo that, by excelfive drinking, the whole guard was overcome,
and fell into a deep fleep: then watching his opportunity, in . the dead of
the night, he took down the. body, laid it acrofs an afs, and fhaving the
right check of each of the fbldicirs, by way of derifion, carricd it haine to
his mother. The lews of this was matter of new wonder to the king, who,
,to find out the perfon who had done it, bethought hin of the following ex-
pedient: he invited fuitors to vifit his daughter, promifing lier iri marriage
.to the man fhe lhould approve of and who by- his gallant exploits fhould ap-

to be monf worthy of ber. And hé inftru&ed lier to afk everyone.who
addreiTed her, an account of the mof ingenious aaion hc lad ever managg
ed, and of the moif wicked crime he had ever committedý The young man
being àpprifed of this, rofolved to perplex the the king a little farthere.
Wi'tli îhis-view, he got the arm of a dcad body yet frefh, and, taking it
under his cloak, went in to the king's daughtúr: ihe exanined himn, Ii


